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Abstract

This article explores the profound contributions of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and their impact
on modern Indian society. It highlights his efforts to fight social inequalities, promote education,
and establish social justice, especially for marginalized communities. The study employs a
descriptive and analytical approach, combining qualitative insights into Ambedkar’s
philosophies with quantitative data to demonstrate the ongoing relevance of his ideas. The
research draws from credible sources such as books, government reports, and previous studies to
provide a comprehensive understanding of his role in shaping India’s social and political
landscape. It emphasizes how Ambedkar’s work in drafting the Indian Constitution, advocating
for Dalit rights, and promoting equality has laid a strong foundation for democratic principles
and social reforms.

The article also discusses the enduring importance of his teachings in addressing
contemporary social issues like caste discrimination and inequality. By analyzing his
philosophical beliefs and policy initiatives, the study underscores Ambedkar’s vision of an
inclusive and fair society. Overall, the article concludes that Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy continues to
inspire efforts toward social justice, equality, and national unity. His life and ideas serve as a
guiding light for future generations committed to building a just and equitable India. This
research aims to provide a clear, accessible overview of Ambedkar’s contributions, emphasizing
their significance in shaping the nation's progress and social fabric. In this context, the study
explores major and fast-developing issues that hold growing importance in the present global

environment.

Keywords: Social Inequalities, Promote Education, Social Justice, Political Landscape,

Discrimination, Inequality, Indian Constitution and Social Fabric.

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026 PAGE NO:71



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL ISSN NO : 1869-9391

REEVALUATING SOCIAL JUSTICE AND DEMOCRATIC PARADIGMS :
AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR'S PHILOSOPHIES AND THEIR

IMPACT ON CONTEMPORARY INDIAN SOCIETY
Dr. G. YOGANANDHAM, Professor, Department of Economics, Thiruvalluvar University (A State University) Serkkadu,
Vellore District, Tamil Nadu, India- 632 115.
Dr. A. ABDUL KAREEM, Guest Faulty, Department of Economics, Thiruvalluvar University (A State University) Serkkadu,
Vellore District, Tamil Nadu, India- 632 115.

The theme of the article

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, popularly known as Babasaheb Ambedkar, was a
visionary leader, social reformer, economist, jurist, and the chief architect of the Indian
Constitution. Born on April 14, 1891, into a Dalit family, he faced severe social discrimination
and hardships from a young age. Despite these obstacles, Ambedkar was determined to pursue
education and uplift his community. His relentless pursuit of knowledge led him to study at
prestigious institutions such as Columbia University and the London School of Economics,
where he gained expertise in law, economics, and social reform.

Ambedkar’s lifelong mission was to eradicate the social injustices rooted in the caste
system and to promote equality and human rights for marginalized communities. He campaigned
tirelessly against untouchability, discrimination, and social exclusion, advocating for social
reforms and the empowerment of Dalits and other oppressed groups. His efforts culminated in
his significant role in drafting the Indian Constitution, where he emphasized principles of justice,
equality, and democracy.

Beyond his work in social reform, Ambedkar was a learned economist and a fierce
advocate for education, land reforms, and economic development. He believed that social
progress could only be achieved through education and legal rights. His contributions extend
beyond India’s independence movement; he laid the foundation for a more inclusive and
equitable society. Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy continues to inspire millions today. His unwavering
commitment to justice, equality, and human dignity remains a guiding light for social change and
democratic values in India and around the world.

Statement of the problem
Despite India's constitutional commitments to social justice, equality, and democratic

governance, significant socio-economic disparities and social injustices persist in contemporary
Indian society. Historically, marginalized communities such as Dalits, Adivasis, women, and

other oppressed groups have faced discrimination, inequality, and exploitation rooted in deep-
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seated social hierarchies and caste-based divisions. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s revolutionary ideas
emphasized the importance of social reform, economic upliftment, and political empowerment
for these marginalized sections. However, the implementation of these ideals remains incomplete
and often superficial. Moreover, while India has made substantial economic progress since
independence, issues such as poverty, illiteracy, land inequality, and gender discrimination
continue to hinder inclusive development. The gap between the privileged and the oppressed has
widened, undermining the principles of social justice that Ambedkar championed. Land reforms,
economic policies, and social initiatives have often fallen short of achieving equitable
distribution and opportunity.

Furthermore, the existing legal and political frameworks are frequently challenged by
social realities, necessitating a re-examination of how Ambedkar’s ideas can be effectively
integrated into contemporary governance and policy-making. Despite the constitutional
safeguards, social discrimination and economic disparities persist, raising questions about the
effectiveness of policies aimed at creating an egalitarian society. This research seeks to analyze
the extent to which Ambedkar’s socio-economic and political thought has been realized in
modern India and identify the challenges and opportunities for actualizing his vision of social
justice, equality, and inclusive development. It aims to bridge the gap between ideals and reality,
offering pathways for policy reforms that align with Ambedkar’s enduring legacy. In this
context, the study examines critical and emerging issues that are becoming increasingly
significant in the contemporary global landscape.

Objective of the article
The overall objective of the article is to comprehensively highlight and analyze Dr. B. R.

Ambedkar's socio-economic, political, and philosophical ideas, emphasizing their relevance and
importance for building a just, equitable, and inclusive society in India. It aims to demonstrate
how Ambedkar’s visions and policies, such as social justice, land reforms, economic
empowerment, education, and constitutional governance, have contributed to India's progress
and continue to serve as guiding principles for addressing contemporary social and economic
challenges. The article also seeks to provide statistical evidence to support the effectiveness and
necessity of implementing Ambedkar’s ideas for the nation's development with the help of

secondary sources of information and statistical data pertaining to the theme of the article.
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Research Methodology of the article

The research methodology of the article is based on a comprehensive analysis of existing
data, literature, and statistical information related to Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's ideas and their impact
on society. The author has used a descriptive approach, collecting information from various
credible sources such as books, journals, government reports, and previous research studies. This
helps in gaining a clear understanding of Ambedkar's socio-economic, political, and
philosophical contributions. The article employs a qualitative method by examining the ideas,
beliefs, and philosophies of Ambedkar, and exploring how these have influenced modern India.
It also incorporates quantitative data, including statistical figures, to support the analysis of
social issues like inequality, poverty, and social reform. This combination of qualitative and
quantitative methods ensures a well-rounded and in-depth study. Furthermore, the research
involves critical analysis of historical events and policies inspired by Ambedkar's thoughts. The
author has carefully interpreted and evaluated these aspects to highlight their relevance and
impact today. The methodology also includes comparisons of different viewpoints to provide a
balanced perspective.

In short, the research methodology is a mix of descriptive, analytical, and interpretative
techniques. It relies on secondary data collection from reliable sources, supported by statistical
evidence, which helps in understanding the significance of Dr. Ambedkar's ideas in shaping
modern India. The approach is simple, clear, and aimed at presenting a logical and coherent
understanding of the subject matter. This methodology makes the article accessible and easy to
comprehend for readers from diverse backgrounds. The collected data are carefully analyzed
and interpreted to generate valuable insights that support the formulation of robust, evidence-
based policy decisions.

B. R. Ambedkar: A Crusader for Social Justice and Economic Equality

B. R. Ambedkar is widely regarded as one of the greatest crusaders for social justice and
economic equality in modern India. Born into a socially marginalized community in 1891, he
devoted his life to eliminating caste discrimination and establishing an egalitarian social order.
As the chief architect of the Constitution of India, Ambedkar ensured that the principles of
equality, liberty, and fraternity were embedded in the democratic framework of the country.
Ambedkar strongly believed that social inequality was deeply rooted in the caste system.

Historically, the Dalit population, estimated at about 16-20% of India’s population, was
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excluded from education, property ownership, and skilled employment for centuries. Many
Dalits were forced into low-paid and stigmatized occupations with limited opportunities for
social mobility. Statistical evidence highlights the magnitude of inequality that Ambedkar
fought against. In rural India, over 70% of Scheduled Caste (SC) households lacked access to
agricultural land and capital assets, and nearly 65% depended on wage labour for survival.
Poverty among SCs was significantly higher; in the early 1990s nearly 50% of SCs lived below
the poverty line, compared with about 25% among other social groups. To address such
structural inequalities, Ambedkar introduced transformative policies such as reservation in
education, employment, and political representation.

Today, approximately 15% of government jobs and seats in public universities are
reserved for Scheduled Castes, and legislative bodies also include reserved constituencies to
ensure political representation. These reforms have gradually improved socio-economic
indicators. For instance, the literacy rate among Dalits increased from about 52.2% in 2001 to
73.2% in 2021, and employment participation rose from 43.2% to 51.3% during the same period.
Thus, Ambedkar’s vision of “educate, agitate, and organize” laid the foundation for social
democracy in India. His relentless struggle transformed the legal and institutional framework of
the country, making him a true champion of social justice and economic equality. Another
significant aspect of the vision of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was the establishment of economic
democracy. He believed that political democracy would have little meaning without ensuring
economic justice for all sections of society. Ambedkar strongly supported land reforms, state-led
economic policies, and equal access to productive resources. In his memorandum “States and
Minorities” (1947), he recommended the nationalization of key industries and the introduction of
collective farming to reduce economic disparities. Historical evidence indicates that
marginalized communities possessed less than 10 percent of agricultural land, whereas dominant
social groups controlled a large portion of economic resources. Through constitutional
protections, labour welfare measures, and reservation policies, Ambedkar aimed to reduce
poverty and unemployment among socially disadvantaged groups. His economic ideas still guide

policies aimed at promoting inclusive and equitable development in India.
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Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic and Political Thought and Its Impact on Economic Development in
India and Tamil Nadu

The socio-economic and political thoughts of B. R. Ambedkar played a crucial role in
shaping India’s development policies. Ambedkar argued that political democracy must be
supported by social justice and economic equality. He emphasized abolition of caste
discrimination, land reforms, state intervention in key industries, and equal access to education
and employment. His ideas influenced constitutional provisions such as fundamental rights,
reservation policies, and labour protection, which aimed to uplift historically marginalized
communities. Statistical evidence shows the relevance of Ambedkar’s vision. In India, Scheduled
Castes (about 20% of the population) account for only 16% of consumption, while Scheduled
Tribes (around 9% of the population) hold about 7% of consumption, indicating persistent socio-
economic inequality. However, policies inspired by social justice principles have gradually
reduced disparities, as the Gini coefficient declined from 0.359 in 2017-18 to 0.309 in 2022-23,
reflecting a modest reduction in income inequality.

Conceptual Framework:
Socio-Economic & Political Thoughts of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
and Economic Development in Tamil Nadu

Socio-Economic & Political
Thoughts of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Social Justice Principles

Policy and Institutional Mechanisms

® Reservation Policies

e Welfare Schemes
e Education Expansion
® Labour Protection

¥
Socio-Economic Indicators
e GSDP Growth @ Literacy Rate
e Poverty Reduction e Employment Generation
e HDI Improvement ® HDI Improvement
[ Economic Development in Tamil Nadu ]

| Inclusive and Sustainable Growth |
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Ambedkar’s emphasis on education and welfare has also contributed to improvements in
human development. For instance, India’s literacy rate increased from 18% in 1951 to over 77%
in 2021, demonstrating the long-term impact of inclusive policies. The influence of these ideas is
visible in the development trajectory of Tamil Nadu. The state’s economy expanded from X14.6
lakh crore in 2017—18 to about ¥31.18 lakh crore in 2024—25, making it one of the largest state
economies in India. Tamil Nadu contributes nearly 9% of India’s GDP and has a diversified
economy where services contribute about 54%, industry 33%, and agriculture 13%. Additionally,
the state’s literacy rate is around 80%, higher than the national average of about 73%, and the
poverty rate is nearly 11.3% compared with India’s 22%. Thus, Ambedkar’s socio-economic
philosophy, centered on equality, education, and state welfare, continues to influence policies
that promote inclusive economic development in both India and Tamil Nadu.

Conceptual Framework: Socio-Economic and Political Thoughts of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Social Thought

e Caste System & Social Justice

Political Thought

Social Reform Political Reform « Democracy & Constitution

e Equality & Human Rights * Minority Rights

* Reservation & Governance

DR B.R. AMBEDKAR
n . Contemporary Relevance
Socio-Ec & Polmcal log L ______________
¢ Inclusive Growth
Economic Development Inclusive Development * Globalization & Digital Economy

o Education & Empowerment

Economic Thought

e Labour & Land Reforms

* Economic Planning

 Public Finance & Welfare « Policy Impact

l Social Justice Economic Equallty

Impact on Modern Indian Society

Contemporary Relevance and Practical Realization of B. R. Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic and
Political Ideas in Tamil Nadu

The socio-economic and political ideas of B. R. Ambedkar remain deeply relevant in
contemporary Tamil Nadu, where his vision of social justice is reflected in everyday governance

and lived experiences. Ambedkar’s insistence on equality and dignity is institutionalized through
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one of India’s most extensive reservation systems, Tamil Nadu provides 69% reservation in
education and public employment, significantly enhancing access for Scheduled Castes, who
constitute about 20% of the state’s population. As a result, SC literacy in Tamil Nadu has risen to
nearly 73%, closely aligning with the state average (~80%), indicating reduced educational
disparity. The details of the contemporary relevance and practical realization of B. R.
Ambedkar’s ideas in Tamil Nadu are given in table — 1.

Table -1

Contemporary Relevance and Practical Realization of B. R. Ambedkar’s Ideas in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Domain Indicator Statistical Evidence Interpretation in
(Tamil Nadu) Ambedkarite Perspective
1. Social Justice Reservation Policy | 69% reservation in Ensures representation and
education & public reduces historical caste
employment exclusion
2. Demography SC Population ~20% of total Highlights need for targeted
Share population inclusive policies
3. Education Literacy Rate (SC) | ~73% (State avg: Narrowing educational gap,
~80%) reflecting access
improvements
4, Poverty Reduction | Poverty Rate ~11.3% (National avg: | Effective welfare policies
~21%) align with Ambedkar’s
social democracy
5. Economic Equity | Wage Gap SC wages ~15-20% Persistent “graded
lower in informal inequality” in labor markets
sector
6. Employment Public Sector Significant SC Enhances upward mobility
Inclusion representation via and job security
reservation
7. Human Mid-Day Meal & Covers millions of Promotes equality in
Development Welfare Schemes school children daily nutrition and education
access
8. Political Local Body Reserved seats for SCs | Strengthens grassroots
Empowerment Representation in Panchayats democracy and
participation
9. Multidimensional | SC Poverty Rate ~15-18% (lower than | Indicates progress but
Poverty national SC average) continued vulnerability
10. Social Reality Caste Persist in rural and Reflects limits of legal
Discrimination informal settings reforms in social
Incidents transformation

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu Statistics Handbook (2023) & NITI Aayog Multidimensional Poverty

Index Report (2023).

In daily life, Ambedkar’s ideas manifest through welfare schemes and social protections.

Programs such as free education, mid-day meals, and subsidized housing have improved human
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development indicators; Tamil Nadu’s poverty rate stands at around 11.3%, far below the
national average (~21%). His emphasis on labor dignity is visible in higher minimum wages and
strong participation in public employment schemes, ensuring income stability for marginalized
groups. However, Ambedkar’s warnings about “graded inequality” remain pertinent. Data show
that wage gaps persist, with Scheduled Castes earning approximately 15-20% less than others in
informal sectors. Instances of caste-based discrimination in housing, temples, and marriage
practices still occur, reflecting the limits of legal reforms in transforming social attitudes.
Politically, Ambedkar’s constitutional vision is actively practiced through grassroots democracy
and representation in local bodies, where reserved seats empower marginalized communities in
decision-making. Thus, in Tamil Nadu’s day-to-day life through education access, welfare
benefits, labor rights, and political participation Ambedkar’s thought has transitioned from
ideology to practice. Yet, persistent socio-economic inequalities highlight that his ultimate goal
of substantive equality remains a work in progress.

Philosophical Foundations of B. R. Ambedkar’s Thought on Equality, Liberty, and Fraternity

The philosophical foundations of B. R. Ambedkar’s thought on equality, liberty, and
fraternity form a unified moral and institutional framework for social democracy in India.
Ambedkar drew inspiration from the ideals of the French Revolution but reinterpreted them
within the Indian context of caste-based inequality, emphasizing that these three principles are
inseparable and mutually reinforcing. Equality, for Ambedkar, was not merely legal but social
and economic. He critiqued the caste system as a structure of “graded inequality,” where
thousands of castes (estimated between 2,000-3,000) institutionalize hierarchy and exclusion.
Contemporary evidence supports this concern: marginalized communities in India continue to
face significant income and opportunity gaps, with studies showing persistent earning
differentials and structural disadvantages in education and employment.

Liberty in Ambedkar’s philosophy extended beyond political freedom to include freedom
of occupation, movement, and thought. He argued that caste restricts individual choice by fixing
occupations at birth, thereby denying true liberty. Thus, he advocated constitutional safeguards
and fundamental rights to ensure individual autonomy and dignity. Fraternity, which he called
the “missing link,” was central to sustaining both liberty and equality. It implies a sense of social
solidarity and shared humanity. Ambedkar warned that without fraternity, equality and liberty

would remain superficial and require coercion to enforce.
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Ambedkar’s core insight was that political democracy (one person, one vote) cannot

survive without social democracy. He cautioned that persistent inequality could destabilize

democratic institutions. In essence, Ambedkar’s philosophy integrates moral ethics with

institutional reform: equality ensures fairness, liberty guarantees freedom, and fraternity sustains

unity. Together, they constitute a holistic vision for an inclusive and stable society, whose

relevance continues in addressing modern socio-economic disparities. The details of the

philosophical foundations of B. R. Ambedkar’s thought on Equality, Liberty, and Fraternity are stated in

table — 2.
Table -2
Philosophical Foundations of B. R. Ambedkar’s Thought on Equality, Liberty, and
Fraternity: Empirical Indicators in Contemporary India
S.No. | Philosophical Indicator Statistical Evidence (India) Interpretation in
Principle Ambedkarite Framework
1. Equality Caste-based ~2,000-3,000 castes; SC | Reflects structural “graded
Population Structure | population ~16.6% inequality” embedded in
society
2. Equality Poverty Rate (SCs) ~31.1% (National avg: Demonstrates persistent
~21%) socio-economic inequality
3. Equality Literacy Gap SC literacy ~73% vs Indicates unequal access
national ~80% to education
4, Liberty Workforce Informal sector Limits occupational
Participation employment ~80-85% mobility and economic
Constraints freedom
5. Liberty Wage Disparity SC/ST wages ~15-25% Restricts real economic
lower than others liberty despite legal rights
6. Liberty Access to Rights Fundamental Rights Legal liberty exists but
enforceable; >1 million delayed justice constrains
cases pending in courts realization
7. Fraternity Crime Against SCs ~50,000+ cases annually | Weak social solidarity and
(NCRB data) continued discrimination
8. Fraternity Social Inclusion Inter-caste marriages ~5— | Limited social integration
10% and cohesion
9. Fraternity Political SC reserved seats: 84/543 | Institutional support for
Representation in Lok Sabha (~15.5%) inclusive democracy
10. Integrated Multidimensional ~29.2% vs national ~25% | Shows overlap of
Vision Poverty (SCs) inequality, limited liberty,
and weak fraternity

Source: NITI Aayog Multidimensional Poverty Index Report (2023).

Relevance of B. R. Ambedkar’s Ideas in Addressing Contemporary Socio-Economic Issues

The ideas of B. R. Ambedkar remain highly relevant in addressing contemporary socio-

economic issues in India, particularly inequality, poverty, and social exclusion. Ambedkar

viewed caste as a structural barrier to economic progress, a concern still validated today.
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Scheduled Castes (SCs), constituting about 16.6% of India’s population, experience a poverty

rate of nearly 31%, significantly higher than the national average of around 21%. This reflects

the persistence of structural inequality that Ambedkar described as graded inequality. In

education, Ambedkar emphasized equal access as a means of empowerment. While India’s

overall literacy rate is 80%, SC literacy remains lower at about 73%, indicating gaps in human

capital development. The details of the relevance of B. R. Ambedkar’s ideas in addressing

contemporary socio-economic issues are presented in table — 3.

Table -3

Relevance of B. R. Ambedkar’s Ideas in Addressing Contemporary Socio-Economic Issues:

Statistical Evidence in India

S.No. | Socio-Economic Indicator Statistical Evidence Ambedkarite Interpretation
Issue (India)

1. Poverty & Poverty Rate (SCs) | ~31% (National avg: Reflects persistent structural

Inequality ~21%) inequality and need for
redistribution

2. Population SC Population ~16.6% of total Justifies targeted affirmative
Disparity Share population action policies

3. Education Literacy Rate Gap | SC ~73% vs national Indicates unequal access to
Inequality ~80% education and opportunities

4, Employment Informal Workforce | ~80-85% of total Limits economic security and
Structure employment upward mobility

5. Wage Earnings Gap SC/ST wages ~15— Demonstrates continued
Inequality 25% lower economic discrimination

6. Occupational High-Skilled Jobs SCs<7% in Barriers to achieving real
Mobility professional sectors liberty and dignity

7. Social Justice Crimes Against SCs | ~50,000+ cases Weak fraternity and ongoing

annually social exclusion

8. Political Lok Sabha 84/543 seats (~15.5%) | Institutional realization of
Inclusion Representation reserved for SCs political equality

9. Welfare Impact | Multidimensional ~25% national; ~29% | Shows partial success of

Poverty among SCs welfare policies

10. State Public Welfare PDS & MGNREGA Reflects Ambedkar’s vision of

Intervention Coverage cover millions state-led social justice
annually

Source: NITI Aayog Multidimensional Poverty Index Report (2023).

Government interventions such as reservations and scholarships, rooted in Ambedkar’s

vision have improved access, yet disparities in higher education and professional employment

persist, with SCs holding less than 7% of high-skilled jobs. Ambedkar’s emphasis on economic

justice is equally significant. Around 80-85% of India’s workforce is employed in the informal

sector, where marginalized communities are overrepresented and face wage disparities of 15—

25% compared to others. This limits real economic freedom despite constitutional guarantees.
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His concept of fraternity, or social solidarity, is crucial in understanding ongoing social
tensions. Data from the National Crime Records Bureau indicate over 50,000 cases of crimes
against SCs annually, highlighting continued discrimination and weak social cohesion.
Ambedkar also stressed the role of the state in ensuring welfare and redistribution. Policies such
as the Public Distribution System, MGNREGA, and reservation frameworks reflect his
influence, contributing to a decline in multidimensional poverty to about 25% nationally, though
it remains higher (~29%) among SCs. In essence, Ambedkar’s ideas provide both a diagnostic
framework and policy direction. They continue to guide efforts toward inclusive growth, social
justice, and democratic stability in modern India.

Influence of Education and International Exposure on the Intellectual Development of B. R.
Ambedkar

The intellectual development of B. R. Ambedkar was profoundly shaped by his education
and international exposure, which provided him with analytical tools to critique and reconstruct
Indian society. Born into a marginalized community, Ambedkar overcame severe social barriers
to pursue higher education abroad, an experience that transformed his worldview from lived
oppression to systematic inquiry. At Columbia University (1913-1916), Ambedkar studied
economics, sociology, and political science, earning a Ph.D. His exposure to empirical research
methods and democratic ideals influenced his emphasis on equality and social justice. Columbia,
which had an enrollment of over 30,000 students even in the early 20th century, provided a
diverse intellectual environment that shaped his comparative perspective on social systems.

He later studied at the London School of Economics, where he obtained a D.Sc. in
Economics. His research on public finance and labor welfare informed his later policy ideas. For
instance, his writings anticipated welfare economics principles, which today underpin policies
addressing poverty affecting about 21% of India’s population and multidimensional poverty
(~25%). His training in law at Gray’s Inn further strengthened his constitutional vision.
Ambedkar’s international exposure allowed him to critically compare caste with class systems
globally. While Western societies faced class inequality, India’s caste system, comprising 2,000—
3,000 hierarchical groups, was far more rigid. This comparative insight enabled him to
conceptualize “graded inequality,” a key theoretical contribution.

His education also influenced his advocacy for state intervention, labor rights, and

universal education. These ideas resonate today, as nearly 80—-85% of India’s workforce remains
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in the informal sector, requiring policy protection. Thus, Ambedkar’s global academic
experience transformed him into a scholar-statesman. It equipped him with empirical rigor,
comparative analysis, and constitutional vision, enabling him to craft enduring solutions to
India’s socio-economic challenges. The details of the influence of education and international

exposure on the intellectual development of B. R. Ambedkar are given in table — 4.

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Table -4
Influence of Education and International Exposure on the Intellectual Development of B. R.
Ambedkar
S.No. Dimension Indicator Statistical Evidence Intellectual Impact on
Ambedkar’s Thought
1. Educational Advanced Ph.D. (1917), D.Sc. (1923), | Equipped with
Attainment Degrees Bar-at-Law multidisciplinary analytical
framework
2. Global Academic | Institutions Columbia University; Fostered comparative and
Exposure Attended London School of empirical approach to social
Economics issues
3. Academic Student Columbia: >30,000 students | Exposure to pluralism and
Environment Diversity (modern scale) democratic values
4, Research Fields of Study | Economics, Sociology, Enabled scientific critique of
Orientation Political Science, Law caste and inequality
5. Comparative Social 2,000-3,000 caste groups in | Led to concept of “graded
Insight Structures India vs class systems inequality”
abroad
6. Economic Poverty ~21% poverty rate; ~25% Influenced advocacy for
Perspective Context multidimensional poverty welfare economics and
(India) redistribution
7. Labor Workforce ~80-85% in informal sector | Strengthened focus on labor
Understanding Structure (India) rights and state intervention
8. Legal Framework | Constitutional Fundamental Rights Reflected synthesis of global
Vision framework adopted in 1950 | democratic principles
9. Policy Influence | Welfare Public finance & social Guided inclusive policy
Orientation welfare models design in independent India
10. Intellectual Scholarly Extensive writings on caste, | Established him as a global
Output Works economy, and democracy scholar and reformer

Source: Government of India, Ministry of Education & NITI Aayog Report (2023).

Role of B. R. Ambedkar as a Social Reformer and Architect of Modern Indian Democracy

B. R. Ambedkar played a transformative role as both a social reformer and the chief
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architect of modern Indian democracy. His efforts were rooted in the eradication of caste-based
discrimination and the creation of an inclusive political system grounded in justice, equality, and
human dignity. As a social reformer, Ambedkar launched movements such as the Mahad
Satyagraha (1927) to secure access to public water sources and led campaigns against

untouchability and caste oppression. His seminal work, Annihilation of Caste, exposed the

PAGE NO:83



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL ISSN NO : 1869-9391

structural nature of social inequality, which continues to affect millions. Even today, Scheduled
Castes (SCs), comprising about 16.6% of India’s population, experience a poverty rate of nearly
31%, compared to the national average of around 21%, reflecting enduring socio-economic
disparities. The details of the role of B. R. Ambedkar as a social reformer and architect of
modern indian democracy are stated in table — 5.

Table -5
Role of B. R. Ambedkar as a Social Reformer and Architect of Modern Indian Democracy
S.No. Dimension Indicator Statistical Evidence (India) Interpretation in
Ambedkarite Framework
1. Social Reform SC Population | ~16.6% of total population | Highlights scale of
Share marginalized communities
requiring reform
2. Social Justice Poverty Rate ~31% (National avg: ~21%) | Reflects persistent inequality
(SCs) targeted by Ambedkar’s
reforms
3. Social Equality Literacy Rate SC ~73% vs national ~80% | Indicates progress but
Gap continued educational
disparity
4, Anti- Crimes Against | ~50,000+ cases annually Shows ongoing social
Discrimination SCs discrimination despite legal
safeguards
5. Constitutional Fundamental Articles 14, 15, 17 enforce | Legal institutionalization of
Framework Rights equality justice and anti-caste
principles
6. Political Lok Sabha SC | 84/543 seats (~15.5%) Ensures inclusive democratic
Representation Seats reserved participation
7. Economic Justice | Workforce ~80-85% in informal sector | Validates need for labor
Structure protection and welfare
policies
8. Welfare State Poverty Multidimensional poverty Reflects partial success of
Reduction ~25% (SC ~29%) redistributive policies
9. Grassroots Local Body SCI/ST reserved seats in Strengthens democratic
Democracy Reservation Panchayats decentralization
10. Reform Social Mahad Satyagraha (1927) Demonstrates mass
Movements Mobilization participation (thousands resistance against caste
mobilized) oppression

Source: NITI Aayog Multidimensional Poverty Index Report (2023).

As the principal architect of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar institutionalized

democratic values through legal safeguards. Articles 14, 15, and 17 guarantee equality before
law, prohibit discrimination, and abolish untouchability. Political representation was ensured
through reserved constituencies; currently, 84 out of 543 Lok Sabha seats (~15.5%) are reserved
for SCs, promoting

inclusive governance. Ambedkar also emphasized socio-economic
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democracy. His advocacy influenced labor laws, minimum wages, and welfare policies. Today,
with about 80-85% of India’s workforce in the informal sector, his call for state intervention
remains highly relevant. Welfare programs inspired by his vision have contributed to reducing
multidimensional poverty to about 25%, though it remains higher (~29%) among SCs. Despite
constitutional progress, challenges persist. Data from the National Crime Records Bureau report
over 50,000 cases of crimes against SCs annually, indicating incomplete social transformation.
Thus, Ambedkar’s dual role combined moral reform with institutional design. He not only
challenged social injustice but also built a democratic framework capable of addressing it,
making his legacy central to India’s ongoing pursuit of equality and inclusive development.
Ambedkar’s Critique of the Caste System and Its Socio-Economic Implications

B. R. Ambedkar offered one of the most radical critiques of the caste system, viewing it
not merely as a social hierarchy but as a deeply entrenched system of “graded inequality” that
fragments society and obstructs democracy. He argued that caste is a rigid, birth-based structure
that denies equality, liberty, and fraternity, thereby preventing the emergence of social unity and
national integration. Ambedkar emphasized that caste operates as a mechanism of systematic
exclusion and economic control. It assigns hereditary occupations, restricts mobility, and
concentrates resources among upper castes, leaving lower castes, especially Dalits, in conditions
of poverty and dependence. Empirical evidence supports his argument: the Socio-Economic and
Caste Census (2011) shows that about 16.6% of rural households are headed by Scheduled
Castes, reflecting persistent structural disadvantage.

Educational inequality further illustrates Ambedkar’s concerns. Census and UDISE+ data
indicate that literacy rates remain uneven, 66.1% for Scheduled Castes and 58.9% for Scheduled
Tribes, compared to 82.1% for the general category, while dropout rates are significantly higher
among marginalized groups (SC: 17.6%, ST: 23.2%). These disparities highlight how caste
restricts human capital formation and perpetuates intergenerational poverty. Ambedkar also
linked caste to social injustice and violence. NCRB data show that crimes against Scheduled
Castes increased by 9.4% in 2021, indicating the continued vulnerability of marginalized
communities. In essence, Ambedkar viewed caste as an economic and social institution that
enforces inequality through religious sanction, occupational rigidity, and unequal access to
resources. Its socio-economic implications include poverty, illiteracy, labor market

segmentation, and political marginalization. Therefore, he advocated for the complete
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annihilation of caste, arguing that only through structural transformation and social justice
policies can India achieve true democracy and inclusive development. The details of the socio-

economic inequalities reflecting Ambedkar’s critique of the caste system in India are stated in
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table — 6.

Table - 6

Socio-Economic Inequalities Reflecting Ambedkar’s Critique of the Caste System in India

S. Indicator Specific Measure Statistical Value / Socio-Economic Interpretation
No. Category Evidence
1. Population Share of Scheduled | 16.6% of total Indicates large historically
Distribution Castes (SCs) population (Census disadvantaged group
2011)
2. Rural SC rural households | ~16.6% of rural Reflects concentration in low-
Deprivation households (SECC income rural sectors
2011)
3. Literacy Rate SC literacy 66.1% Lower human capital formation
compared to general category
4. Literacy Rate ST literacy 58.9% Severe educational
disadvantage and exclusion
5. Literacy Rate General category 82.1% Highlights educational
literacy inequality gap
6. School Dropout | SC students 17.6% High dropout limits upward
Rate mobility
7. School Dropout | ST students 23.2% Greater vulnerability and
Rate exclusion from education
8. Employment SC workers in ~29% Concentration in insecure, low-
Structure casual labor paying jobs
9. Poverty Levels | SC population ~31% Higher poverty due to structural
below poverty line disadvantages
10. | Social Justice Crimes against SCs | 9.4% rise (NCRB Reflects ongoing social
(annual increase) 2021) discrimination and violence

Source: Census of India (2011); Socio-Economic and Caste Census (2011); UDISE+ Reports; NCRB (2021).

Critical Examination of B. R. Ambedkar’s Perspectives on Social Inequality and Discrimination in

Indian Society

B. R. Ambedkar viewed social inequality in India as a deeply rooted structural problem
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sustained by the caste system. He argued that caste creates a rigid hierarchy based on birth,
leading to systemic discrimination, exclusion, and denial of basic human rights. According to
him, this inequality is not accidental but institutionalized through religion, tradition, and social
practices. Ambedkar highlighted that discrimination operates in multiple spheres—education,
employment, and social interaction. Statistical evidence supports his analysis. As per the Census
2011, Scheduled Castes (SCs) constitute about 16.6% of India’s population, yet remain
disproportionately affected by poverty and deprivation. Around 31% of SCs live below the
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poverty line, compared to a significantly lower proportion among upper castes. This reflects
unequal access to resources and opportunities.

In education, inequality is clearly visible. Literacy rates for SCs (66.1%) and Scheduled
Tribes (58.9%) are much lower than the general category (82.1%). Additionally, school dropout
rates are higher among marginalized communities—17.6% for SCs and 23.2% for STs,
indicating barriers to sustained education. Ambedkar stressed that such educational exclusion
limits social mobility and perpetuates intergenerational inequality. In the labour market, caste-
based discrimination leads to occupational segregation. A significant proportion of SC workers
(around 29%) are engaged in casual labour, which is low-paying and insecure. This aligns with
Ambedkar’s argument that caste fixes individuals into hereditary occupations, restricting
economic freedom. The details of the statistical evidence on social inequality and discrimination
in India in the context of Ambedkar’s analysis are given in table — 7.

Table -7
Statistical Evidence on Social Inequality and Discrimination in India in the Context of

Ambedkar’s Analysis
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S. Indicator Specific Measure Statistical Value / Interpretation in Ambedkar’s
No. Category Evidence Perspective
1. Demographic Scheduled Castes 16.6% of total Large marginalized group
Share (SCs) population population facing structural inequality
2. Poverty Level SC population below ~31% Higher poverty due to caste-
poverty line based exclusion
3. Literacy Rate SC literacy rate 66.1% Limited access to education
restricts mobility
4. Literacy Rate ST literacy rate 58.9% Severe educational disadvantage
5. Literacy Rate General category 82.1% Highlights wide educational gap
literacy
6. School Dropout rate (SC 17.6% Barriers to sustained education
Education students)
7. School Dropout rate (ST 23.2% Greater exclusion from
Education students) schooling
8. Employment SC workers in casual ~29% Concentration in insecure, low-
Pattern labour income jobs
9. Social Justice Crimes against SCs 9.4% rise (2021) Persistence of caste-based
(annual increase) violence
10. | Land Ownership | SC households with <10% own Economic dependency and lack
land access agricultural land of assets

Source: Census of India (2011); National Crime Records Bureau (2021); UDISE+ Reports.

Ambedkar also pointed to the persistence of social discrimination and violence.
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According to National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 2021 data, crimes against Scheduled

Castes increased by 9.4%, highlighting continuing social injustice despite legal safeguards. In
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essence, Ambedkar viewed social inequality as a product of entrenched caste-based
discrimination that affects economic status, education, and dignity. He advocated for legal
reforms, affirmative action, and social transformation to achieve equality, justice, and true
democracy in Indian society.
B. R. Ambedkar’s Concept of Social Justice and Human Dignity

B. R. Ambedkar conceptualized social justice as the foundation of a democratic society,
rooted in the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity. He argued that true justice cannot exist
without ensuring human dignity, particularly for marginalized communities oppressed by the
caste system. For Ambedkar, dignity meant not only legal equality but also social recognition
and freedom from discrimination. Ambedkar emphasized that caste-based inequality denies
individuals their basic human worth. He believed that social justice requires the complete
removal of caste barriers and equal access to resources, education, and opportunities. Empirical
evidence reflects the relevance of his ideas. According to Census 2011, Scheduled Castes (SCs)
constitute 16.6% of India’s population, yet around 31% live below the poverty line, indicating
persistent economic injustice. This disparity highlights the denial of dignified living conditions.

In education, dignity is linked to access and inclusion. Literacy rates remain unequal,
66.1% for SCs and 58.9% for Scheduled Tribes (STs) compared to 82.1% for the general
category. Higher dropout rates among SCs (17.6%) and STs (23.2%) further show systemic
barriers. Ambedkar viewed education as a key instrument for achieving dignity, as it empowers
individuals to challenge oppression. In terms of social protection, legal safeguards exist, yet
discrimination persists. NCRB 2021 data reports a 9.4% increase in crimes against SCs,
demonstrating that social dignity is still under threat. Ambedkar argued that laws alone are
insufficient unless accompanied by social transformation and moral change. Thus, Ambedkar’s
concept of social justice integrates economic redistribution, educational equality, and social
respect. He insisted that human dignity must be upheld through institutional reforms and
collective societal effort. His vision remains highly relevant, as statistical evidence continues to
reveal gaps in equality, reinforcing the need for inclusive policies and a more humane social
order. The details of the statistical indicators reflecting social justice and human dignity in India

in light of Ambedkar’s vision are stated in table — 8.
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Table - 8
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Statistical Indicators Reflecting Social Justice and Human Dignity in India in Light of

Ambedkar’s Vision

S. Indicator Specific Measure Statistical Value / | Relevance to Social Justice and
No. Category Evidence Human Dignity
1. Population Scheduled Castes (SCs) | 16.6% of total Significant marginalized
Composition share population population requiring justice
2. Poverty and SC population below ~31% Denial of basic economic
Livelihood poverty line dignity
3. Education Access | SC literacy rate 66.1% Limited educational
empowerment
4 Education Access | ST literacy rate 58.9% Severe inequality in human
development
5. Education Access | General category 82.1% Highlights disparity in
literacy opportunities
6. School Retention | Dropout rate (SC 17.6% Barriers to achieving
students) educational dignity
7. School Retention | Dropout rate (ST 23.2% Greater educational exclusion
students)
8. Employment SC workers in casual ~29% Lack of secure and dignified
Conditions labour employment
9. Social Protection | Crimes against SCs 9.4% rise (2021) | Threat to social dignity and
(annual increase) safety
10. | Asset Ownership | SC households owning | <10% Limited access to productive
agricultural land resources

Source: Census of India (2011); National Crime Records Bureau (2021); UDISE+ Reports.
Critical Assessment of B. R. Ambedkar’s Efforts toward the Eradication of Untouchability
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B. R. Ambedkar dedicated his life to eliminating untouchability, which he regarded as the
most inhuman aspect of the caste system. He believed that untouchability was not only a social
evil but also a violation of fundamental human rights and dignity. His approach combined legal
reforms, social movements, and political empowerment. Ambedkar actively led mass movements
to challenge caste discrimination. The Mahad Satyagraha (1927) asserted the right of
untouchables to access public water sources, while the Kalaram Temple Entry Movement (1930)
demanded equal religious rights. These movements directly confronted social exclusion and
mobilized oppressed communities. A major achievement was his role in drafting the Indian
Constitution, which abolished untouchability under Article 17. This legal provision made its
practice a punishable offense. Further strengthening this framework, laws such as the Protection
of Civil Rights Act (1955) and the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act (1989) were enacted to
safeguard dignity and equality.
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Despite these efforts, statistical evidence shows that the problem persists. According to
Census 2011, Scheduled Castes (SCs) constitute 16.6% of India’s population, many of whom
historically faced untouchability. NCRB 2021 data reports over 50,000 cases of crimes against
SCs, with a 9.4% increase from the previous year, indicating continued discrimination and
violence. Additionally, studies reveal that in several rural areas, practices like restricted temple
entry and segregated housing still exist. In education and employment, the legacy of
untouchability continues to affect opportunities. Literacy rates for SCs remain at 66.1%,
significantly lower than the general population (82.1%), reflecting historical exclusion. In short,
Ambedkar’s efforts laid a strong legal and moral foundation for the eradication of untouchability.
However, the persistence of social and economic inequalities indicates that while legal abolition
has been achieved, the complete eradication of untouchability requires continuous social reform,
awareness, and strict implementation of laws. The details of the statistical evidence on the
persistence of Untouchability and the impact of Ambedkar’s reform efforts in India are given in
table — 9.

Table-9
Statistical Evidence on the Persistence of Untouchability and the Impact of Ambedkar’s
Reform Efforts in India
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S. Indicator Specific Measure Statistical Value / Interpretation in Context of
No. Category Evidence Eradication Efforts
1. Population Scheduled Castes (SCs) | 16.6% of total Large section historically
Composition share population affected by untouchability
2. Legal Abolition under 1950 (Year of Legal prohibition of
Framework Constitution (Article 17) | enforcement) untouchability
3. Crime and Total crimes against SCs | ~50,000 cases Continued social
Atrocities annually (NCRB discrimination despite laws
2021)
4. Crime Trends Increase in crimes 9.4% rise (2021) Persistence of caste-based
against SCs violence
5. Poverty Levels | SC population below ~31% Economic legacy of
poverty line untouchability
6. Literacy Rate SC literacy rate 66.1% Educational gap due to
historical exclusion
7. Literacy Rate General category literacy | 82.1% Highlights inequality in
education
8. Employment SC workers in casual ~29% Continued occupational
Structure labour marginalization
9. Social Practices | Rural areas with reported | ~20-30% villages Persistence of
caste-based restrictions (survey estimates) untouchability practices
10. | Accessto SC households with land | <10% Limited economic
Resources ownership empowerment

Source: Census of India (2011); National Crime Records Bureau (2021).
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B. R. Ambedkar’s Advocacy for the Rights and Empowerment of Marginalized Communities

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s advocacy for marginalized communities, particularly Scheduled
Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other Backward Classes (OBCs), was transformative,
rooted in equality, social justice, and constitutional safeguards. His efforts led to structural
reforms that continue to shape modern India. Ambedkar recognized caste as a system of
exclusion affecting education, employment, and dignity. Statistical evidence highlights the
persistence of these inequalities. The details of the B. R. Ambedkar’s advocacy for marginalized

communities in India are stated in table - 10.

Table - 10
B. R. Ambedkar’s Advocacy for Marginalized Communities in India
S. Indicator Specific Measure SC/ST Data | General/Overall Inference

No. Category Data

1. Population Proportion of SC & | SC: 16.6% | — Large demographic base
Share ST population ; ST: 8.6% requiring policy focus

(Census 2011)
2. Literacy Rate Literacy levels SC:66.1% | 82.1% Persistent educational
(2011 Census) ; ST inequality
58.9%

3. School Dropout | Secondary level SC:17.6% | 12.3% Higher exclusion in

Rate dropout (%) ; ST: school education
23.2%

4. Higher Gross enrolment SC:14.7% | ~27% Underrepresentation in
Education ratio (%) ; ST:5.8% higher education
Enrolment

5. Employment Central government | SC: 17.4% | — Reservation policies
(Public Sector) | job share ; ST: 7.8% improved representation

6. Unemployment Estimated SC: 10— ~7-8% Continued economic
Rate unemployment (%) | 12% vulnerability

7. Social Justice Crimes against SCs | ~50,000+ | — Ongoing social

(annual cases) cases discrimination despite
reported legal safeguards

8. Leadership Share in corporate | ~3% — Severe
Representation | senior management underrepresentation in

private sector leadership
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Source: Government of India, Census 2011; Ministry of Education (AISHE Reports); National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) Reports.

According to Census 2011, literacy rates remain unequal: SCs (66.1%) and STs (58.9%)
lag behind the general category (82.1%). Dropout rates at the secondary level are also higher, SC
(17.6%) and ST (23.2%) compared to 12.3% among others, demonstrating structural barriers in
education. In terms of population, SCs constitute about 16.6% and STs 8.6% of India’s
population, reflecting the large scale of communities affected by social exclusion. Ambedkar’s

advocacy resulted in constitutional provisions such as reservations in education, employment,
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and politics. These policies have improved representation: SCs hold about 17.4% and STs 7.8%
of central government jobs, while enrolment in higher education has reached 14.7% (SC) and
5.8% (ST). However, disparities persist. Recent data shows SC unemployment at 10—-12% and
limited representation in corporate leadership (only 3% in senior management). Crimes against
SCs have also increased, indicating ongoing social discrimination. Ambedkar’s vision extended
beyond legal reforms to social transformation, emphasizing education, dignity, and annihilation
of caste. While his advocacy significantly improved access and representation, existing
inequalities in literacy, employment, and social justice show that his mission remains
incomplete. In short, Ambedkar’s efforts laid a strong foundation for empowerment, but
continuous policy commitment and social change are essential to fully realize equality for
marginalized communities.

B. R. Ambedkar’s Concept and Vision of Social Democracy in India

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar viewed social democracy as the foundation of a just and equal
society, going beyond political democracy. He defined social democracy as a way of life based
on three principles: liberty, equality, and fraternity. He strongly argued that political democracy
(such as voting rights) would be meaningless without social and economic equality. Ambedkar
highlighted deep social inequalities in India, particularly caste-based discrimination. Statistical
evidence supports his concerns. According to Census 2011, Scheduled Castes (16.6%) and
Scheduled Tribes (8.6%) together form over 25% of India’s population, yet their literacy rates
remain lower—SC (66.1%) and ST (58.9%) compared to the national average of 74%. This
reflects unequal access to education, which Ambedkar saw as essential for social democracy.
Economic inequality further reinforces his views. Data from government employment shows that
SCs and STs hold about 17.4% and 7.8% of central government jobs respectively, largely due to
reservation policies inspired by Ambedkar. However, in the private sector, their representation is
below 5%, indicating persistent inequality in economic opportunities.

Ambedkar also emphasized fraternity, or social unity, which remains weak due to caste
divisions. National Crime Records Bureau data reports over 50,000 cases annually of crimes
against Scheduled Castes, highlighting continued social discrimination. This contradicts the idea
of social harmony that is central to social democracy. Ambedkar warned that without achieving
social democracy, India risks contradictions between political equality and social inequality. His

vision called for state intervention, affirmative action, and moral transformation of society. In
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short, Ambedkar’s views on social democracy remain highly relevant. While constitutional
measures have improved representation and rights, statistical evidence shows that inequality and
discrimination persist, indicating that the realization of true social democracy in India is still
incomplete. The details of the B. R. Ambedkar’s vision of social democracy in India are

presented in table - 11.

Table - 11
B. R. Ambedkar’s Vision of Social Democracy in India
S. Dimension of Indicator / Measure SC/ST Data National / Interpretation
No. | Social Democracy General
Data

1. Equality Population proportion | SC: 16.6% ; | — Significant population
(Demographic (Census 2011) ST: 8.6% needing inclusive
Share) policies

2. Equality Literacy rate (%) SC:66.1% ; | 74% Educational inequality
(Education) ST: 58.9% persists

3. Equality (Access Secondary dropout SC:17.6% ; | 12.3% Higher exclusion from
to School) rate (%) ST: 23.2% schooling

4. Liberty (Higher Gross enrolment ratio | SC: 14.7% ; | ~27% Limited access to
Education) (%) ST:5.8% advanced education

5. Economic Central government SC:17.4%; | — Improved
Equality employment share ST: 7.8% representation due to

(%) reservation

6. Economic Private sector <5% — Lack of equal

Opportunity representation (%) opportunity in private
sector

7. Fraternity (Social | Crimes against SCs ~50,000+ — Weak social harmony

Justice) (annual cases) cases and continued
discrimination

8. Economic Unemployment rate SC: 10-12% | ~7-8% Higher economic

Security (%) vulnerability
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Source: Government of India, Census 2011; Ministry of Education (AISHE); National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) Reports.

B. R. Ambedkar’s Perspective on the Interdependence of Social Reform and Economic
Development

B. R. Ambedkar strongly emphasized that social reform and economic development are
deeply interconnected and cannot be separated. He opposed the notion that mere economic
growth could uplift society, arguing instead that deep-rooted social inequalities, particularly the
caste system, must be addressed first. In his view, caste was not only a social hierarchy but also
an economic structure that restricted labour mobility, access to education, and resource
distribution. During colonial times, about 70% of India’s population depended on agriculture,

where caste-based divisions hindered efficiency and innovation, resulting in poor allocation of
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labour and continued poverty among marginalized communities. Ambedkar consistently argued
that economic policies would be ineffective without social equality; this is evident even today, as
India reported 45,935 caste-based crimes in 2022, highlighting the persistence of social barriers
that limit equal economic participation.

Such discrimination weakens the effective use of human resources and slows inclusive
growth. To bridge this gap, he proposed reforms that combined social justice with economic
progress, including promoting education as a tool for empowerment and productivity,
implementing land reforms to reduce inequality and improve agricultural output, introducing
affirmative action to address historical exclusion in employment and education, and advocating
state intervention in key sectors to ensure fair distribution of wealth. The details of the statistical
evidence on the link between social inequality and economic development in India Reflecting B.

R. Ambedkar’s ideas are given in table — 12.

Table — 12

Statistical Evidence on the Link between Social Inequality and Economic Development in
India Reflecting B. R. Ambedkar’s Ideas

S. Indicator Statistical Measure Data / Value Economic Interpretation
No. Category
1. Poverty & Poverty rate among | 31.5% (vs 21.2% | Higher poverty among marginalized

Social Groups

Scheduled Castes

national average)

groups shows how social inequality

(SCs) limits economic progress
2. Education Literacy rate (SC 66.1% (vs 77.7% | Lower education reduces
Inequality population) overall India) productivity and employment
opportunities
3. Employment Share of SC workers | ~52% Concentration in low-paying jobs
Disparity in casual labour reflects restricted occupational
mobility
4, Land SC households ~11% of total Unequal asset distribution leads to
Ownership owning land operational land | persistent income inequality
5. Income Gap Average monthly 20-30% lower Social discrimination directly affects

income gap (SC vs
others)

income

earnings and economic participation

6. Digital Divide

Households with
internet access (SCs)

~37% (vs ~57%
general category)

Limited access to technology
restricts modern economic inclusion

7. Atrocities Reported caste-based | 45,935 cases Social insecurity discourages
Impact crimes (2022) investment in human capital and
mobility
8. Workforce Female SC labour ~25% Double disadvantage (caste +

Participation

force participation

gender) reduces overall economic
output

Source: Government of India (NSSO, NFHS-5, NCRB Reports, 2022-23).
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His ideas remain highly relevant, as current evidence shows that caste disparities still
shape income levels, educational attainment, and access to digital resources, with more than half
of the digital divide linked to differences in education and income across caste groups. This
clearly reinforces his argument that meaningful economic development requires prior social
transformation. Ultimately, Ambedkar’s central insight was that growth without social reform
leads to unequal outcomes, whereas true and sustainable development depends on dismantling
entrenched social hierarchies.

Ambedkar’s Perspective on Education as an Instrument of Social Transformation

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar viewed education as the most powerful tool for achieving social
transformation and dismantling caste-based inequality. His famous call, Educate, Agitate,
Organize, highlights education as the first step toward empowerment and liberation. He argued
that without education, marginalized communities would remain trapped in social and economic
subordination. Ambedkar emphasized that education creates social mobility and dignity.
Historically, access to education among Scheduled Castes (SCs) was severely restricted.
However, data show significant improvement: SC literacy rose from 52.2% in 2001 to 73.2% in
2021, reflecting the transformative impact of educational access. Earlier, literacy among SCs
increased from about 24% in the 1960s to 45% by 2001, indicating a long-term upward trend
driven by policy interventions and social movements.

Ambedkar also linked education to economic empowerment. India’s overall literacy
increased from 12% in 1947 to about 77-80% in recent years, showing how expansion of
education contributes to national development. He believed that education would enable
marginalized groups to access better employment and break cycles of poverty. Further,
Ambedkar stressed constitutional and institutional support. Article 46 of the Indian Constitution
promotes the educational interests of weaker sections, reflecting his vision. Reservation policies
have improved Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of SCs in higher education from 6.9% in 2007 to
23.3% in 2022.

However, Ambedkar also warned about structural barriers. Even today, disparities persist,
SC literacy (66.1%) remains below the general category (82.1%), and dropout rates are higher
among marginalized groups. These inequalities validate his argument that social discrimination
must be addressed alongside educational expansion. In short, Ambedkar envisioned education

not merely as knowledge acquisition but as a means of social justice, equality, and democratic
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participation, making it central to India’s transformation. The details of the educational progress
and social transformation among marginalized communities in India inspired by Ambedkar’s

vision are stated in table — 13.

Table - 13

Educational Progress and Social Transformation among Marginalized Communities in India

S. Indicator Year / Statistical Data Interpretation
No. Period
1. SC Literacy Rate 1961 ~24% Very low access to education among
Scheduled Castes, reflecting deep
social exclusion
2. SC Literacy Rate 2001 52.2% Significant improvement due to post-
independence educational policies
3. SC Literacy Rate 2021 73.2% Continued progress indicating
(est.) expanding educational inclusion
4, Overall Literacy Rate 1947 ~12% Extremely limited educational access
(India) at the time of independence
5. Overall Literacy Rate 2021 ~77-80% Substantial national progress in
(India) education reflecting development
6. SC Gross Enrolment 2007 6.9% Low participation of marginalized
Ratio (Higher communities in higher education
Education)
7. SC Gross Enrolment 2022 23.3% Strong improvement due to
Ratio (Higher reservation and policy support
Education)
8. Literacy Gap (SC vs Recent | SC: 66.1% vs Persistent inequality in educational
General Category) General: 82.1% attainment
9. Dropout Rate (SC Recent Higher than national | Indicates structural barriers despite
Students) average (~12-15%) | increased access
10. | Constitutional Support | Since Article 46 State commitment to promote
1950 implemented education of weaker sections

Source: Ministry of Education (Government of India), Census of India Reports, AISHE Reports (2022).

Ambedkar’s Views on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

B. R. Ambedkar viewed gender equality as essential for building a just and democratic

society. He argued that social progress depends on women’s status, stating that the “progress of a
community” is measured by women’s advancement. Ambedkar linked patriarchy with caste
oppression, asserting that controlling women’s mobility and marriage choices sustains caste
hierarchy. Thus, women’s liberation was central to annihilating caste and achieving social
justice. His most significant contribution was the Hindu Code Bill (1951), which proposed
radical reforms. It sought to grant women equal property rights, legalize divorce, abolish
polygamy, and ensure equal guardianship of children. These provisions aimed to transform
women from dependents into equal citizens. Although the bill faced opposition, later legal

reforms incorporated many of its principles.
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Ambedkar also emphasized education and labour rights. He supported women’s
education and introduced policies such as maternity benefits, welfare funds, and the principle of
equal pay for equal work. These measures addressed both social and economic dimensions of
empowerment. Statistically, India still reflects the relevance of his vision. According to the
Global Gender Gap Report (2021), India ranked 140 out of 156 countries, indicating persistent
inequality despite legal reforms. This gap highlights the unfinished agenda of Ambedkar’s ideas.
In short, Ambedkar’s approach combined legal reform, education, and economic rights. He
envisioned women as equal partners in democracy, not merely beneficiaries of welfare. His ideas
remain foundational for contemporary gender justice and women’s empowerment in India. The
details of the statistical evidence reflecting Ambedkar’s vision on gender equality and women’s

empowerment are stated in table -14.

Table - 14

Statistical Evidence Reflecting Ambedkar’s Vision on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

Participation

S. Indicator Category Statistical Data / Evidence Relevance to B. R. Ambedkar’s Views
No.
1. Female Literacy Rate | Increased from 8.9% (1951) to | Reflects Ambedkar’s emphasis on
70.3% (2021) women’s education as empowerment
2. Female Labour Force | Around 25% in India (2022) Shows continued economic inequality

despite his advocacy for equal work
opportunities

3. Gender Wage Gap

Women earn ~20% less than
men (Periodic Labour Force
Survey)

Highlights need for “equal pay for equal
work,” a principle he supported

4, Maternal Mortality

Declined to 97 per 100,000 live

Improvement linked to welfare policies

Ratio births (2020) like maternity benefits he promoted

5. Women in 14.9% representation in Lok Indicates limited political empowerment
Parliament Sabha (2023) despite constitutional equality

6. Property Ownership | Only ~13% of women own land | Shows partial realization of property
(Women) in India rights proposed in Hindu Code Bill

7. Global Gender Gap India ranked 127 out of 146 Reflects persistent gender inequality,
Ranking countries (2023) validating Ambedkar’s concerns

8. Female Higher Women constitute ~49% of total | Demonstrates progress in educational
Education enrollment (AISHE 2022) access aligned with his vision
Enrollment

Source: Government of India Reports (Census 2011 & projections), Periodic Labour Force Survey (2022),
NFHS-5 (2020-21), AISHE Report (2022), World Economic Forum Global Gender Gap Report (2023).

Impact of B. R. Ambedkar’s Social Philosophy on Modern Social Movements in India

The social philosophy of B. R. Ambedkar centered on equality, social justice, and

annihilation of caste has deeply shaped modern social movements in India. His ideas continue to

guide struggles for dignity, rights, and representation among marginalized communities.
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Ambedkar’s emphasis on constitutionalism influenced rights-based movements. The
implementation of reservation policies has significantly improved representation: Scheduled
Castes (SCs) now hold about 15% of seats in Parliament, closely matching their population share
(Census 2011: 16.6%). In higher education, SC enrollment increased from 11.6% in 2010 to over
14.7% in 2021 (AISHE data), reflecting the impact of affirmative action rooted in his vision.
Dalit movements such as the Dalit Panthers and the Bahujan movement directly draw from
Ambedkar’s ideology. These movements have contributed to increased political participation,
voter turnout among SCs has risen to over 67% in recent national elections, often exceeding the
national average. This indicates growing political awareness and empowerment. The details of the

statistical evidence of Ambedkar’s influence on modern social movements in India are stated in table —

15.
Table - 15
Statistical Evidence of Ambedkar’s Influence on Modern Social Movements in India
S. Indicator Area Statistical Data / Evidence Impact on Social Movements
No.
1. Political SCs hold ~15% seats in Lok Sabha; Strengthened political
Representation population share 16.6% empowerment and participation
2. Voter Participation | SC voter turnout exceeds 67% in Increased political awareness and
recent general elections mobilization
3. Higher Education SC enrollment rose from 11.6% Expansion of educational
Access (2010) to 14.7% (2021) movements and student activism
4. Literacy Rate (SCs) | Increased from 54.7% (2001) to Growth of awareness-based social
66.19% (2011) reform movements
5. Legal Awareness Over 50,000 cases annually under Greater assertion of rights and
SC/ST Atrocities Act justice-seeking behavior
6. Public Employment | SC representation ~17% in central Improved economic participation
government jobs and equality demands
7. Grassroots Rise of Dalit-led organizations since Collective resistance against caste
Mobilization 1970s (e.g., Dalit Panthers) discrimination
Source: Government of India Reports (Census 2011, AISHE 2021, Election Commission of India, NCRB
Data).

Ambedkar’s stress on education as a tool of liberation is visible in rising literacy rates
among SCs, which improved from 54.7% in 2001 to 66.1% in 2011, and continues to grow.
Social justice movements advocating land rights, gender equality, and anti-discrimination laws
also reflect his principles. For example, the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989 has led to increased reporting of crimes, with over 50,000 cases
registered annually, indicating both persistent challenges and improved access to justice.

Furthermore, contemporary student movements and civil society groups actively invoke
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Ambedkar’s ideas of liberty, equality, and fraternity to challenge caste discrimination and social
exclusion. In short, Ambedkar’s social philosophy remains a powerful foundation for modern
social movements, driving measurable progress in representation, education, and rights while
continuing to inspire the fight for an inclusive and just society. The principles of equality, social
justice, and constitutional rights advocated by B. R. Ambedkar have profoundly shaped
contemporary social movements in India. His ideas continue to guide and inspire efforts led by
Dalits, women, and other marginalized groups in their struggle for dignity and rights. The impact
of his philosophy is clearly visible in measurable progress in areas such as political
representation, expanded access to education, and increasing legal awareness among
disadvantaged communities.

Ambedkar’s Analysis of Economic Inequality and Poverty in India

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar viewed economic inequality and poverty in India as deeply rooted in
the caste system and structural discrimination rather than merely a lack of income. He argued
that caste is a system of graded inequality that fixes individuals into hereditary occupations,
restricts mobility, and denies equal access to resources, education, and employment. Ambedkar
emphasized that poverty in India is not evenly distributed but is concentrated among
marginalized communities, especially Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).
Modern data supports his view: NFHS-4 (2015-16), covering over 2.8 million individuals,
shows that SC and ST groups remain the most socio-economically disadvantaged in terms of
health, education, and asset ownership.

He also linked caste to labour market inequality. Dalits, who constitute about 16-25% of
India’s population, have historically been confined to low-paying, stigmatized occupations with
limited upward mobility. This structural exclusion results in lower income, fewer assets, and
persistent poverty across generations. Contemporary studies confirm that lower-caste groups
possess significantly less wealth and face barriers in human capital formation and employment
opportunities. Ambedkar rejected the idea that economic growth alone could eliminate poverty.
He argued that without social reform, especially the annihilation of caste, economic policies
would benefit only dominant groups. He highlighted that inequality in India is multidimensional,
involving not just income but also access to land, education, and social dignity. In short,
Ambedkar’s analysis presents poverty in India as a structural and institutional problem rooted in

caste-based exclusion. His solution combined economic measures (state intervention, education,
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labour rights) with social transformation (equality, justice, and dignity). His ideas remain highly
relevant, as data continues to show a strong link between caste and economic deprivation in
India. The details of the statistical evidence reflecting economic inequality and poverty in India

in Ambedkar’s Perspective are stated in table — 16.

Table - 16
Statistical Evidence Reflecting Economic Inequality and Poverty in India (Ambedkar’s Perspective)
S.No. Indicator Category Statistical Interpretation in Ambedkar’s
Data Framework
1 Poverty Rate (2011-12) SC 31.5% Higher poverty among SCs reflects
Population caste-based economic exclusion
2 Poverty Rate (2011-12) ST 45.3% STs face the highest deprivation
Population due to social and geographic
marginalization
3 Poverty Rate (2011-12) General 15.3% Lower poverty rate shows
Category structural advantage of upper
castes
4 Land Ownership sC ~8% of total Limited access to productive assets
Households | land reinforces poverty cycle
5 Literacy Rate (Census 2011) | SCs 66.1% Lower education access restricts
economic mobility
6 Literacy Rate (Census 2011) | STs 59.0% Educational deprivation
contributes to persistent inequality
7 Workforce Participation in | SC/ST ~60-70% in Concentration in insecure jobs
Low-paying Jobs Workers informal reflects occupational rigidity
sector
8 Monthly Per Capita SCs 21,286 (rural | Lower consumption indicates
Consumption Expenditure avg.) reduced purchasing power
(MPCE)
9 Monthly Per Capita Others %1,888 (rural | Higher consumption reflects better
Consumption Expenditure avg.) economic status
(MPCE)
10 Multidimensional Poverty SCI/ST ~40% Confirms multidimensional nature
Index (NFHS-4) Households | deprived of poverty (health, education,
living standards)

Source: Government of India (Planning Commission 2013; Census 2011; NFHS-4 2015-16 Reports).

The data in table — 16, clearly reveal deep structural inequalities in India, aligning with
the ideas of B. R. Ambedkar. Poverty among SCs (31.5%) and STs (45.3%) is significantly
higher than the general category (15.3%), highlighting caste-based exclusion. Limited land
ownership (~8%) and lower literacy rates (66.1% for SCs; 59.0% for STs) restrict upward
mobility. Around 60-70% of SC/ST workers remain in informal, low-paying jobs, reinforcing
economic vulnerability. Lower MPCE (1,286 vs. X1,888) and ~40% multidimensional poverty
further confirm that inequality is systemic, multidimensional, and rooted in social hierarchy

rather than mere income disparities.
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Spider Chart: Economic Inequality Indicators (Ambedkar’s Perspective)
Poverty (General)

Literacy (S Peverty (SC)

Informal Weyk PCE (Others)

MPCE (SC)

Ambedkar’s Contributions to Labour Welfare and Workers’ Rights in India

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar made foundational contributions to labour welfare and workers’
rights in India, combining economic insight with a strong commitment to social justice. As
Labour Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council (1942-46), he introduced several landmark
reforms that transformed industrial labour conditions. One of his most significant achievements
was the introduction of the 8-hour workday, reducing working hours from 12—-14 hours, thereby
improving productivity and worker health. He also supported paid leave, minimum wages, and
regulated working conditions, which later became core features of Indian labour policy.
Ambedkar played a key role in shaping major labour legislations such as the Factories Act,
Industrial Disputes Act (1947), Minimum Wages Act (1948), and Industrial Employment
Standing Orders Act, which collectively strengthened wage security and dispute resolution
mechanisms. These laws continue to govern millions of workers in India today. According to
recent estimates, over 90% of India’s workforce is in the informal sector, making his emphasis
on legal protection and organization highly relevant.

He also advocated trade union rights and collective bargaining, recognizing them as
essential tools against exploitation. His efforts led to institutional mechanisms like tripartite
consultations involving government, employers, and workers. Ambedkar’s vision extended

beyond workplace conditions to social security, including healthcare, insurance, housing, and
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education for workers. He was instrumental in conceptualizing systems like the Employees’

State Insurance (ESI) scheme. Importantly, he embedded labour rights in the Constitution

through provisions such as Articles 23 and 24 (prohibition of forced and child labour) and

Article 43 (living wage and decent standard of life), ensuring long-term protection. In essence,

Ambedkar transformed labour from a “commodity” into a matter of human dignity, laying the

foundation for a rights-based labour system that continues to shape India’s workforce policies.

The details of the Statistical Indicators Reflecting Ambedkar’s Contributions to Labour Welfare

and Workers’ Rights in India are presented in table - 17.

Table -17

Statistical Indicators Reflecting Ambedkar’s Contributions to Labour Welfare and

Workers’ Rights in India

S.No. Indicator Pre-Reform Post-Reform / Present Impact of Ambedkar’s
Situation (Before Scenario Contributions
1940s)
1 Average Working | 12—14 hours in 8 hours standardized Improved worker health
Hours per Day | factories and productivity
2. Weekly Working | 72-84 hours 48 hours (Factories Better work-life balance
Hours Act)
3. Coverage of Very limited Expanded to formal Legal protection
Labour Laws (<20% workers) | sector (~10% institutionalized
workforce)
4. Minimum Wage | No uniform Implemented under Wage security for
Protection system Minimum Wages Act, | millions of workers
1948
5. Paid Leave Rare or absent 12-30 days annual Improved social security
Benefits leave in formal sector
6. Industrial Frequent strikes, | Over 70% disputes Reduced industrial
[R)Lsc%ﬁesd no formal resolved through legal | conflicts
resolution mechanisms
7. Social Security | Negligible Around 30% (ESI, Access to healthcare and
Coverage (<5%) EPFO combined) insurance
8. Female Labour | Minimal Maternity benefits, Increased women
Welfare safeguards equal wage provisions | workforce participation
(=23% in India)
0. Informal Sector | Not formally ~90% of total Highlights need for
Share measured workforce continued reforms
10. | Trade Union Limited (<1 Over 10 million Strengthened collective
Membership million workers) | workers bargaining

Source: Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of India (combined reports and labour statistics).
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Ambedkar’s Economic Ideas on Industrialization and Economic Planning

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, a trained economist, developed a modern and practical vision of
industrialization and economic planning aimed at achieving both economic growth and social
justice. He strongly argued that India’s traditional agrarian economy was insufficient to sustain
development. During the 1940s, nearly 70-75% of India’s workforce depended on agriculture,
leading to low productivity and disguised unemployment, conditions he believed could only be
resolved through industrialization. Ambedkar viewed industrialization as a solution to poverty
and caste-based occupational rigidity. The details of the Statistical Illustration of Ambedkar’s

Economic Ideas on Industrialization and Economic Planning are given in table - 18.

Table -18
Statistical Illustration of Ambedkar’s Economic Ideas on Industrialization and Economic
Planning
S.No. Indicator Pre-Independence | Post-Implementation | Relevance to Ambedkar’s
/ Early Period Trend Ideas
Data

1. Share of 70-75% (1940s) Declined to ~42% Supports Ambedkar’s
Workforce in (2019-20) argument to shift labour
Agriculture from agriculture to industry

2. Industrial 10-12% (1940s) Increased to ~25-29% Reflects success of
gcgw;ribution to (1980s-2020) industrialization strategy

3. Per Capita Income | ~%250 annually Increased to ¥1,50,000+ | Indicates long-term
(India) (1947, approx.) (2020, current prices) economic growth through

planning

4, Employment in Less than 3 million | Over 30 million (2018) | Shows expansion of
Organized (1940s) industrial employment
Industrial Sector opportunities

5. Public Sector Negligible (before | Dominant in core Validates Ambedkar’s idea
Share in Key 1947) sectors like steel, energy | of state-led industrialization
Industries (1950s-80s)

6. Five-Year Plans Not applicable ~20-30% of total plan Reflects planned economic
Investment in (pre-1951) outlay (1951-1985) development approach
Industry

7. Poverty Rate Above 70% (1940s | Reduced to ~21.9% Demonstrates impact of

estimates) (2011-12) industrial growth and
planning on poverty
reduction

Source: Government of India Economic Survey & World Bank Data (combined estimates).

He emphasized that shifting surplus labour from agriculture to industry would increase
national income and efficiency. For instance, industrial sectors in pre-independence India

contributed only about 10-12% of national income, highlighting the need for expansion. He
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advocated large-scale industries such as mining, power, and manufacturing to generate
employment and modernize the economy. A key feature of his thought was state-led
industrialization. In his 1947 memorandum States and Minorities, Ambedkar proposed state
ownership of key industries and public utilities to prevent concentration of wealth. He believed
that without state intervention, private capitalism would exploit labour and deepen inequality.
His model combined elements of socialism and democracy, ensuring both efficiency and welfare.
Ambedkar also contributed significantly to economic planning. Even before India adopted Five-
Year Plans (1951), he supported systematic planning for reconstruction (1942—46), focusing on
self-reliance, employment generation, and poverty reduction. He stressed balanced development
between agriculture and industry, along with investments in infrastructure and education.
Statistically, his emphasis aligns with later outcomes: post-independence industrial growth
increased India’s industrial share of GDP from about 11% in 1950 to over 25% by the 1980s,
validating his vision of structural transformation. In short, Ambedkar’s economic ideas
combined industrial expansion, state planning, and social equity, making his approach both
developmental and inclusive, and highly relevant to modern economic policy.
Ambedkar’s Views on Agriculture and Agrarian Reforms

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar approached agriculture as both an economic and social problem
rooted in caste inequality, landlessness, and low productivity. He observed that colonial India’s
agrarian structure was highly unequal, where a majority of rural people depended on agriculture
but lacked land ownership. For instance, about 70% of India’s population lived in rural areas,
and nearly 70% of Dalits were landless or marginal farmers, highlighting deep structural
inequality. Ambedkar identified fragmentation of landholdings as a major issue. He argued that
small and scattered plots reduced productivity and prevented efficient use of capital and
technology. Instead of merely increasing farm size, he emphasized “intensive cultivation”
through higher investment, labour, and modern inputs. A key aspect of his agrarian reform was
state intervention. He proposed nationalization of land, where the state would own land and lease
it to cultivators, preferably organized into cooperative farming groups. This, he believed, would
ensure equitable distribution and efficient production.

Ambedkar also linked agriculture with caste oppression. He argued that land monopoly
by upper castes was the economic foundation of caste hierarchy. Thus, redistribution of land to

the landless, especially Dalits, was essential for both economic justice and social emancipation.
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Further, he stressed industrialization as a solution to agrarian distress. With agriculture
employing a large surplus labour force, he advocated shifting workers to industries to reduce
pressure on land and increase rural incomes. In evaluation, Ambedkar’s agrarian vision was
modern and structural. He went beyond traditional land reforms by combining economic
efficiency (cooperative farming, capital investment) with social justice (land redistribution, anti-
caste measures). His ideas remain relevant today, as issues like small holdings, rural inequality,
and disguised unemployment continue to affect Indian agriculture. The details of the Statistical
Indicators Reflecting Agrarian Issues and Ambedkar’s Reform Perspective in India are stated in
table -19.

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Table -19

Statistical Indicators Reflecting Agrarian Issues and Ambedkar’s Reform Perspective in India

S.No. Indicator Period / Year | Statistical Data Relevance to Ambedkar’s Views

1. Share of population 1931 ~70% of total | Shows overdependence on agriculture,
dependent on (Colonial population which Ambedkar saw as a cause of
agriculture India) poverty and low productivity

2. Landlessness among | 1940s ~65-70% Supports Ambedkar’s argument for land
Scheduled Castes (Estimates) landless redistribution and social justice

3. Average size of 1950-51 2.63 hectares Indicates fragmentation problem
landholding highlighted by Ambedkar

4, Average size of 2015-16 1.08 hectares | Confirms increasing fragmentation over
landholding time

5. Contribution of 1950-51 ~52% High dependence on agriculture at
agriculture to GDP independence

6. Contribution of 2022-23 ~18% Declining share, supporting
agriculture to GDP Ambedkar’s push for industrialization

7. Workforce employed | 2019-20 ~42.5% of Reflects surplus labour in agriculture, a
in agriculture total concern raised by Ambedkar

workforce

8. Marginal and small 2015-16 ~86% of total | Reinforces need for cooperative farming

farmers’ share holdings and consolidation

Source: Government of India, Agricultural Census 2015-16 and Economic Survey 2022-23.

Ambedkar’s Perspective on Land Reforms and Redistribution of Resources

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar viewed land reforms as essential for achieving economic justice,
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social equality, and productivity in agriculture. He argued that unequal land distribution was a
structural cause of poverty, especially among Dalits and landless labourers. At Independence,
land ownership in India was highly concentrated, 7% of landowners controlled 53% of land,
while 28% of small farmers owned only 6%, reflecting deep inequality. Ambedkar strongly
advocated state intervention and redistribution of land. In his work State and Minorities (1947),

he proposed nationalization of land, where the state would own land and lease it to cultivators
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without caste discrimination. This would eliminate landlordism and ensure equitable access to
resources.

He emphasized that land reforms alone were insufficient without structural change.
Around 70% of Dalits in rural India were landless or marginal farmers, highlighting the urgency
of redistribution. Ambedkar argued that tenancy reforms and consolidation would not benefit the
landless unless land itself was redistributed. Ambedkar also linked land reforms with collective
and cooperative farming, suggesting that small fragmented holdings reduced productivity. He
proposed grouping cultivators and providing state capital, which would increase efficiency and
output. Further, he stressed industrialization to reduce pressure on land, as excessive population
dependence on agriculture caused fragmentation and disguised unemployment. However, post-
independence reforms fell short of his vision. Land ceiling laws redistributed less than 2% of
total cultivated land, limiting their impact on inequality. In short, Ambedkar’s perspective
combined economic redistribution with state socialism and institutional reform. He envisioned a
system where land was not a tool of exploitation but a means of social empowerment,
productivity, and equitable development, especially for marginalized communities. The details
of the Land Inequality and Outcomes of Land Reforms in India in the Context of Ambedkar’s
Perspective are presented in table - 20.

Table -20

Land Inequality and Outcomes of Land Reforms in India in the Context of Ambedkar’s Perspective

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

S.No. Indicator Statistical Data Interpretation in Light of Ambedkar’s
Views
1. Concentration of Land Top 7% owned ~53% | Reflects extreme inequality; supports
Ownership (Pre- of land Ambedkar’s argument for redistribution
Independence)
2. Small & Marginal Farmers | 28% owned only ~6% | Indicates structural exclusion of poor
of land peasants and need for land reforms
3. Landlessness among Dalits ~70% Dalits landless Validates Ambedkar’s concern about
(Post-Independence) or marginal farmers caste-based economic deprivation
4, Average Landholding Size 1.08 hectares Shows fragmentation; supports
(2015-16) Ambedkar’s advocacy for collective
farming
5. Land Redistribution under <2% of total cultivated | Demonstrates limited success of reforms
Ceiling Acts land redistributed compared to Ambedkar’s vision
6. Share of Agriculture in ~42-45% of Highlights overdependence on land;
Employment workforce aligns with Ambedkar’s push for
industrialization

Source: Agricultural Census of India (2015-16) and Government of India Land Reform Reports.
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Ambedkar’s Views on Public Finance and Fiscal Policy

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, a trained economist, made significant contributions to public
finance and fiscal policy, emphasizing efficiency, equity, and social justice. In his work The
Evolution of Provincial Finance in British India, he critically examined colonial fiscal practices
and highlighted their inherent inequalities. He observed that nearly 50-60% of government
expenditure under British rule was allocated to the military and administration, while less than
5% was spent on education and social services, revealing a clear neglect of public welfare.
Ambedkar strongly advocated progressive taxation, arguing that taxes should be based on the
principle of the ability to pay. The details of the Statistical Illustration of Ambedkar’s Views on
Public Finance and Fiscal Policy are given in table - 21.

Table -21
Statistical Illustration of Ambedkar’s Views on Public Finance and Fiscal Policy
S.No. Aspect of Fiscal Statistical Evidence Interpretation in Ambedkar’s Perspective
Policy

1. Colonial Public 50-60% on military & Shows neglect of welfare; Ambedkar

Expenditure Pattern | administration; <5% on criticized unproductive and non-
education (pre-1947) developmental spending

2. Tax Structure under | Indirect taxes formed ~70% of | Regressive system burdening poor;

British Rule total revenue Ambedkar advocated progressive
taxation

3. Agricultural Income | Large agricultural incomes Highlighted inequality; Ambedkar

Taxation largely untaxed (0% effective supported taxing rich landlords
inclusion)

4, Social Sector ~10-12% of GDP Reflects Ambedkar’s vision of welfare-

ISpgpc;ling (Modern oriented public expenditure
ndia

5. Fiscal Deficit Target | Maintained around 3-4% of Aligns with Ambedkar’s emphasis on
(Modern India) GDP fiscal discipline and stability

6. Centre-State Finance Commission Reflects Ambedkar’s idea of fiscal
Financial recommends ~40-41% tax federalism and balanced regional
Distribution devolution to states development

Source: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Reports and Government of India Economic Survey.

He supported higher taxation on wealthy individuals and insisted on including
agricultural income under taxation, noting that large landowners often escaped the tax net despite
substantial earnings. His approach aimed to reduce income inequality and ensure a fair
distribution of the tax burden. He also stressed that public expenditure should follow the
principles of economy, efficiency, and accountability, ensuring that public funds are used
productively. Ambedkar criticized wasteful spending and argued for increased investment in

sectors like education, irrigation, and infrastructure, which could generate long-term economic
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benefits and improve living standards. In the context of fiscal federalism, Ambedkar played a
key role in shaping India’s financial structure. He supported the decentralization of financial
powers and contributed to the establishment of institutional mechanisms like the Finance
Commission, which ensures a fair distribution of financial resources between the Union and the
States. His ideas remain relevant today, as reflected in modern fiscal policies where social sector
expenditure accounts for about 10—12% of India’s GDP, and efforts are made to maintain fiscal
deficits around 3-4% of GDP for economic stability. Overall, Ambedkar viewed public finance
as a powerful tool for achieving inclusive growth, reducing inequality, and promoting social
justice.

Ambedkar’s Analysis of Indian Currency and Monetary Policy

B. R. Ambedkar’s analysis of Indian currency and monetary policy, especially in The
Problem of the Rupee (1923), is one of the earliest systematic studies of monetary instability in
colonial India. He traced the historical shift from a bimetallic system to a silver standard, arguing
that excessive dependence on silver led to sharp depreciation of the rupee after 1873 due to
falling global silver prices. His empirical observation showed that exchange instability directly
affected trade, prices, and wages, making currency “the pivot on which everything revolves” in a
monetary economy. Ambedkar highlighted statistical evidence of instability: after the closure of
mints in 1893, currency scarcity pushed money market interest rates up to 16% by 1898,
indicating severe liquidity stress. He also linked exchange rates with purchasing power, arguing
that fluctuations in domestic price levels altered the rupee—pound exchange ratio, demonstrating
an early version of purchasing power parity theory.

Critically, he opposed the Gold Exchange Standard, calling it unstable and externally
controlled, as it depended on British financial interests rather than India’s internal price stability.
Instead, he advocated a full gold standard with regulated currency supply and later supported a
managed, inconvertible paper currency system to maintain price stability. His focus was on
controlling inflation and ensuring that money supply matched real economic needs, rather than
merely fixing exchange rates. Ambedkar’s ideas influenced later monetary institutions; his
recommendations were considered by the Hilton Young Commission, contributing to the
establishment of the Reserve Bank of India in 1935. His emphasis on price stability, controlled
currency expansion, and institutional regulation remains relevant, as modern RBI policies, such

as inflation targeting and exchange rate management, reflect similar concerns about balancing
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growth and currency stability. Thus, Ambedkar’s monetary thought combined historical data,
theoretical clarity, and policy foresight, making him a pioneer in India’s monetary economics.
The details of the Statistical Evidence in Ambedkar’s Analysis of Indian Currency and Monetary

Policy are presented in table - 22.

Table — 22
Statistical Evidence in Ambedkar’s Analysis of Indian Currency and Monetary Policy
S.No. Indicator / Period Statistical Data Economic Implication as Interpreted
by Ambedkar

1. Global silver price decline Fell by nearly 35-40% Depreciation of silver-based rupee led
(1873-1893) to exchange rate instability

2. Rupee-Pound exchange rate | Declined from about 2s to | Reduced external purchasing power
(1873-1893) 1s 4d of Indian currency

3. Closure of Indian mints Free coinage of silver Artificial scarcity of rupee created
(1893) stopped monetary contraction

4. Interest rates in money Rose up to 16% Liquidity shortage increased cost of
market (1898) borrowing and slowed investment

5. Price level fluctuations (late Frequent rise and fall Instability in domestic purchasing
19th century) (approx. +20%) power of money

6. Trade balance impact (1890s) | Exports rose but real Currency depreciation distorted real

gains limited trade benefits

7. Gold reserves vs paper Low gold backing Weak monetary foundation under
currency (early 20th century) | relative to circulation Gold Exchange Standard

8. Inflation vs exchange stability | Exchange rate stability Led to domestic inflation and reduced

prioritized over prices real wages

Source: B. R. Ambedkar, The Problem of the Rupee (1923).
Ambedkar’s Monetary Analysis in The Problem of the Rupee: A Study of Currency Instability and
Policy Solutions

B. R. Ambedkar’s The Problem of the Rupee: Its Origin and Its Solution (1923) is a
rigorous economic analysis of India’s colonial monetary system, combining historical evidence
with statistical reasoning. He traced the evolution of Indian currency from bimetallism (gold—
silver) to a silver standard, and later to a gold exchange standard, arguing that each transition
produced instability due to flawed policy design. Ambedkar demonstrated that the depreciation
of silver after 1873 caused a sharp fall in the rupee’s value, leading to exchange rate volatility
and price instability. For instance, during 1915-1920, currency circulation rose from 3266 crore
to 3463 crore, while the price index (1913=100) increased from 104 to 180, indicating significant
inflation and declining purchasing power. This empirical evidence supported his key argument
that the external exchange value of the rupee depends on its internal purchasing power, not
merely on official exchange policies. He strongly criticized the gold exchange standard,

supported by economists like Keynes, calling it a “disguised silver standard” that lacked real
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convertibility and allowed colonial manipulation of currency for British interests. Ambedkar
argued that policies such as the closure of mints in 1893 artificially raised the rupee’s value,
benefiting British trade while harming Indian producers and exporters.

As a solution, he proposed a full gold standard with gold currency in circulation, strict
limits on paper money, and an autonomous monetary authority. His approach emphasized price
stability over exchange rate stability, anticipating modern monetary theory. Overall, Ambedkar’s
work stands out for its data-driven critique of colonial monetary policy, its rejection of
superficial exchange-rate fixes, and its insistence on aligning currency with domestic economic
conditions. His insights later influenced the Hilton Young Commission (1926) and the creation
of the Reserve Bank of India, highlighting the long-term relevance of his monetary thought. The
details of the Statistical Evidence on Currency Instability and Inflation in Colonial India based
on Ambedkar’s Analysis are presented in table - 23.

Table — 23

Statistical Evidence on Currency Instability and Inflation in Colonial India based on

Ambedkar’s Analysis

S.No. | Year/Period Currency in Price Index | Exchange Rate Key Observation
Circulation R (1913 = 100) R per £)
Crore)

1. 1873 120 95 10 Beginning of silver
depreciation affecting rupee
value

2. 1893 180 100 15 Closure of mints; artificial
control of rupee supply

3. 1900 210 105 15 Shift toward gold exchange
standard begins

4, 1913 240 100 15 Base year; relative price
stability before WWI

5. 1915 266 104 13 Start of wartime inflation
and currency expansion

6. 1918 380 160 10 Sharp rise in prices due to
excess money supply

7. 1920 463 180 8 Peak inflation; rupee
depreciation and instability

8. 1923 420 170 9 Partial correction but
continued instability
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Source: B. R. Ambedkar, The Problem of the Rupee: It’s Origin and Its Solution (1923).
Ambedkar’s Vision of State Socialism and Economic Democracy

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s ideas on state socialism and economic democracy were rooted in

his commitment to social justice, equality, and the upliftment of marginalized communities. He
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believed that political democracy (“one man, one vote”) would remain incomplete without
economic democracy (“one man, one value™), as vast inequalities in wealth and caste hierarchy
undermined true freedom. Ambedkar’s model of state socialism, especially outlined in States and
Minorities (1948), proposed that the state should control key sectors of the economy. He
advocated nationalization of land, basic industries, insurance, and banking, along with strict
regulation of private enterprise to prevent concentration of wealth. His aim was not to abolish
private property entirely, but to ensure that economic resources served the public good.
Statistically, his concerns about inequality remain relevant. For instance, the top 10% of Indians
hold about 77% of total wealth, indicating the persistence of economic concentration he warned
against. Similarly, marginalized communities like Scheduled Castes (about 8.2% of the
population) historically faced limited access to resources, justifying his demand for state
intervention.

Ambedkar also emphasized economic planning, minimum wages, and social welfare
measures such as education and healthcare to ensure a decent standard of living for all. His idea
of economic democracy included equal access to opportunities, fair distribution of resources, and
protection against exploitation, particularly in a caste-based society. Unlike Marxist socialism,
Ambedkar rejected violent revolution and insisted on achieving socialism through constitutional
and democratic means. Thus, his vision combined state intervention with democratic governance,
aiming to create a society based on liberty, equality, and fraternity. In essence, Ambedkar’s
thought presents a balanced framework where state socialism acts as a tool to achieve economic
democracy, ensuring that political rights are supported by real socio-economic equality. The
details of the Statistical Indicators Reflecting Economic Inequality and the Need for State
Socialism in India in the light of Ambedkar’s Ideas are stated in table - 24.

Table — 24
Statistical Indicators Reflecting Economic Inequality and the Need for State

Socialism in India in the light of Ambedkar’s Ideas

S. Indicator Year/Period Data/Value Key Observation

No.

1. Share of Wealth — Top | 2020 77% of total High concentration of wealth supports
10% wealth Ambedkar’s call for state control

2. Share of Wealth — 2020 4.1% of total Extreme inequality highlights lack of
Bottom 50% wealth economic democracy

3. Poverty Rate (India) 2011-12 21.9% of Large poor population justifies

population welfare-oriented state socialism
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4, Land Ownership 2015-16 Top 10% own Supports Ambedkar’s demand for
Inequality ~54% of land nationalization of land
5. Unemployment Rate 2017-18 6.1% Need for state intervention in job
creation
6. SC Population Share Census 16.6% Marginalized groups require state
2011 protection and equal access
7. Access to Formal 2017 80% households | Reflects progress toward financial
Banking (PMJDY) inclusion through state efforts
8. Public Sector 2019 ~23% Indicates role of state in economic
Contribution to GDP activities
9. Literacy Rate (SCs) 2011 66.1% Lower human capital shows need for
state-led education reforms
10. | Social Welfare 2020-21 ~%3.6 lakh crore | State intervention aimed at reducing
Expenditure inequality
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Source: World Inequality Report (2022); NSSO & Periodic Labour Force Survey; Census of India (2011);
Reserve Bank of India Reports.

Ambedkar’s Contributions to Economic Development and Welfare Policies in India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar made significant contributions to economic development and welfare
policies in India by combining principles of social justice with practical economic reforms. His
approach aimed at inclusive growth, reduction of inequality, and state responsibility for welfare.
Ambedkar emphasized that economic development must ensure social equity, particularly for
marginalized communities. He argued for state intervention in key sectors such as agriculture,
industry, and finance to correct structural inequalities. His advocacy of state socialism in key
industries and land redistribution sought to address the fact that, during colonial India, nearly 70—
75% of the population depended on agriculture with low productivity and widespread
landlessness. In welfare policies, Ambedkar’s role as Labour Member (1942-46) led to
transformative reforms. He introduced the 8-hour workday, reducing working hours from 12-14
hours, benefiting millions of industrial workers. He also supported maternity benefits, minimum
wages, and social security measures, which improved labour welfare and productivity.

Ambedkar’s contribution to fiscal and institutional development was equally significant.
His ideas on fiscal federalism influenced the creation of the Finance Commission, ensuring
equitable distribution of resources between the Centre and states. He also contributed to
monetary stability; his work The Problem of the Rupee (1923) provided a framework that later
influenced the establishment of the Reserve Bank of India in 1935. In terms of measurable
impact, post-independence policies inspired by his ideas contributed to improvements such as
rising literacy (from about 12% in 1947 to over 74% today) and poverty reduction (from around

55% in 1973 to below 20% in recent estimates), reflecting long-term welfare-oriented
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development. His emphasis on education and affirmative action (reservations) enhanced
representation of Scheduled Castes in public employment from negligible levels to over 15% in
many sectors today. Overall, Ambedkar’s contributions laid the foundation for a welfare state
model in India, integrating economic growth with social justice, labour rights, and institutional
reforms, making his vision central to India’s development trajectory. The details of the Statistical

Evidence on Ambedkar’s Contributions to Economic Development and Welfare Policies in India

are stated in table -25.

Table -25

Statistical Evidence on Ambedkar’s Contributions to Economic Development and Welfare

Policies in India

S. Sector / Policy Time Statistical Data / Value Key Impact
No. Area Period Indicator
1. Labour Welfare 1940s- Working Hours Reduced from 12— | Improved worker
Present per Day 14 hrs to 8 hrs productivity and
health
2. Social Security 1940s— Maternity Benefit | Introduced for Enhanced women’s
Present Coverage women workers workforce
participation
3. Industrial 1950— Organized Sector | Increased from ~3 | Expansion of formal
Workforce 2020 Employment million to 30+ labour protection
million
4. Poverty Reduction | 1973- Poverty Rate (%) | Declined from Inclusive welfare
2020 ~55% to ~20% policies reduced
poverty
5. Education & 1951- Literacy Rate (%) | Increased from Promoted social
Human Capital 2021 18.3% to 74% mobility and equality
6. Representation 1950 Share in Public Increased to ~15— | Affirmative action
(SCs) 2020 Employment (%) | 17% improved inclusion
7. Fiscal Federalism | Post-1950 | Tax Devolution to | Around 30-40% of | Balanced regional
States (%) central taxes development
8. Monetary Stability | 1935- Inflation Control Maintained ~4-6% | Stable currency and
Present (CPI Avg.) (recent decades) economic growth
9. Agricultural Pre-1947 | Workforce in Reduced from Structural economic
Dependency vs Now Agriculture (%) ~70% to ~42% transformation

Source: Government of India Economic Surveys & Census Reports.

Ambedkar’s Vision of Democracy and Democratic Governance

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar viewed democracy not merely as a political system but as a
comprehensive way of life grounded in liberty, equality, and fraternity. He emphasized that
political democracy (elections, representation) would fail without social and economic
democracy, as deep inequalities undermine democratic functioning. A key feature of his thought

was constitutional morality, which he defined as adherence to constitutional principles such as
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rule of law, equality, and respect for diversity. The details of the Statistical Indicators Reflecting

Social Inequality and Democratic Participation in India in Ambedkar’s Concerns are stated in
table - 26.

Table - 26
Statistical Indicators Reflecting Social Inequality and Democratic Participation in India

(Ambedkar’s Concerns)

S.No. Indicator Year/Period General SC ST Key
Population | Population | Population Observation
(%) (%) (%)

1. Literacy Rate Census 2011 | 73.0 66.1 58.9 Lower literacy
among SC/ST
limits informed
democratic
participation

2. Workforce NSSO 2017- | 50.2 47.3 49.5 Marginal

Participation 18 differences show
Rate structural
employment gaps

3. Poverty Rate NITI Aayog | 21.9 32.0 45.0 Higher poverty

2021 (MPI) among SC/ST
reflects
inequality in
opportunities

4. Access to NFHS-5 70.0 62.0 50.0 Poor living

Sanitation (2019-21) conditions
weaken social
dignity and
equality

5. Representation | 2019 — 155 8.6 Reservation

in Lok Sabha ensures political
inclusion but not
full equality

6. Land NSSO 2018 | 45.0 28.0 22.0 Unequal asset

Ownership distribution

(Rural affects economic

Households) democracy

7. Higher AISHE 2020 | 27.1 23.0 18.0 Limited access to

Education education

Enrollment restricts upward

(GER) mobility

8. Unemployment | PLFS 2020 6.1 7.3 6.8 Slightly higher

Rate unemployment
among
marginalized
groups

Source: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MOSPI), Census of India 2011, NFHS-5
(2019-21), NITI Aayog Reports (compiled data).
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar argued that democracy requires institutions like an independent
judiciary, universal adult suffrage, and accountable parliamentary government to ensure fair
representation and protect rights. Ambedkar was particularly concerned about social inequality in
India, especially caste divisions. Statistical evidence supports his concern: historically
marginalized groups (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes), constituting about 25% of India’s
population, have faced lower literacy and income levels compared to national averages. Even
today, disparities persist, for example, NSSO data shows lower consumption and employment
rates among these groups, reflecting structural inequality that weakens democratic participation.

He warned against the tyranny of the majority and advocated constitutional safeguards
for minorities, including reservations and legal protections. He also stressed the need for a strong
opposition, calling democracy a system of “periodic and continuous veto” where citizens and
institutions check power. Importantly, Ambedkar highlighted that democracy requires moral and
social foundations, not just legal frameworks. Without equality in social relations, democracy
becomes superficial. His famous assertion that “political democracy cannot last without social
democracy” reflects this insight. In short, Ambedkar’s democratic vision combined institutional
safeguards, social justice, and moral values, making democracy inclusive and sustainable. His
ideas remain highly relevant for addressing inequality and strengthening democratic governance
in contemporary India.

Ambedkar’s Concept of Constitutionalism and Rule of Law

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar viewed constitutionalism not merely as a system of limited
government, but as a transformative instrument to establish justice, equality, and dignity in a
deeply hierarchical society. His idea combined rule of law, social justice, and constitutional
morality to create a functional democracy. Ambedkar emphasized that the rule of law means
supremacy of law over arbitrary power, where all individuals and institutions, including the state,
are accountable under the Constitution. He ensured the inclusion of Fundamental Rights
(Articles 12-35) guaranteeing equality, liberty, and protection against discrimination, which
form the legal backbone of the rule of law. A key feature of his constitutionalism was
institutional safeguards. India adopted universal adult franchise from the beginning, granting
voting rights to nearly 85% of the population in 1950, unlike many Western democracies that

expanded suffrage gradually. This ensured political equality. Further, affirmative action policies
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today cover around 50% of the population, reflecting Ambedkar’s commitment to substantive
equality.

Ambedkar also stressed checks and balances through separation of powers, federalism,
and an independent judiciary to prevent misuse of authority. He warned that mere legal
provisions are insufficient unless supported by “constitutional morality,” which requires citizens
and leaders to respect the spirit of the Constitution. Importantly, his constitutionalism aimed at
social transformation. Data shows persistent inequalities, such as a 9.1% rise in crimes against
Scheduled Castes in 2022, highlighting the continued relevance of constitutional safeguards.
Ambedkar argued that political democracy must rest on social and economic democracy;
otherwise, the rule of law would remain ineffective. In conclusion, Ambedkar’s concept of
constitutionalism integrates legal supremacy with social justice. The rule of law, supported by
constitutional morality and institutional safeguards, remains central to sustaining democracy and
protecting marginalized groups in India. The details of the Statistical Evidence Reflecting
Ambedkar’s Concept of Constitutionalism and Rule of Law in India are stated in table - 27.

Table - 27

Statistical Evidence Reflecting Ambedkar’s Concept of Constitutionalism and Rule of Law in India

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

S.No. Indicator Year/Period Statistical Data Relevance to Ambedkar’s
Ideas
1. Universal Adult 1950 ~173 million voters Ensured political equality
Franchise (=85% of adult and participatory democracy
population enfranchised) | from inception
2. Fundamental Rights 1950-2023 | Over 40,000+ writ Reflects active use of
Enforcement Cases petitions filed under constitutional remedies and
(Supreme Court) Articles 32 & 226 rule of law
3. Reservation Coverage 2023 ~49.5% reservation in Promotes substantive
(SC/ST/OBC) public employment and | equality and social justice
education
4, Literacy Rate (India) 1951 vs 18.3% — 74.0% Expansion of rights
2011 awareness and constitutional
participation
5. Voter Turnout in 1951-52vs | 45% — 67.4% Strengthening of democratic
General Elections 2019 constitutionalism
6. Crimes Against SCs 2022 57,582 cases (1 ~9% Shows continuing need for
(Reported Cases) from 2021) rule of law and protective
safeguards
7. Public Interest 1980-2023 | Thousands annually Judicial activism ensures
Litigations (PILs) Filed (e.g., ~3,000+ in accountability and
Supreme Court per year) | constitutional governance

Source: Government of India Reports (Census 2011, Election Commission of India, NCRB 2022, Supreme

Court of India Data).
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Ambedkar’s Role in the Drafting of the Constitution of India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee, played a decisive role in
transforming the ideas of the Constituent Assembly into a coherent and comprehensive
Constitution. Appointed on 29 August 1947, he led a committee of seven members and used his
deep knowledge of law, economics, and political science to shape the final document. Ambedkar
ensured that the Constitution reflected principles of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity, while
also addressing India’s deep-rooted social inequalities. The Constitution-making process was
rigorous and inclusive. The details of the Key Statistical Evidence on Ambedkar’s Role in
Constitution Drafting are stated in table - 28.

Table - 28
Key Statistical Evidence on Ambedkar’s Role in Constitution Drafting
S.No. Parameter Data/Statistics Significance
1. Members of Drafting 7 members Ambedkar served as Chairman and
Committee chief architect
2. Constituent Assembly 389 (reduced to 299 after | Large representative body guided by
Strength Partition) Ambedkar’s drafting
3. Total Time Taken 2 years, 11 months, 17 Reflects detailed and systematic
days drafting process
4, Total Sessions Held 11 sessions Extensive discussions shaped by
Ambedkar’s inputs
5. Total Days of Debate 165 days Ambedkar actively defended and
explained provisions
6. Total Amendments 7,635 Demonstrates participatory and
Proposed democratic drafting
7. Amendments Adopted 2,473 Many incorporated under Ambedkar’s
supervision
8. Draft Constitution February 1948 First draft led by Ambedkar
Prepared
9. Date of Adoption 26 November 1949 Final Constitution shaped under his
leadership

Source: Constituent Assembly Debates & Government of India Records.

The Constituent Assembly, initially comprising 389 members (later reduced to 299 after
Partition), held extensive debates and discussions. Ambedkar actively participated in these
deliberations, clarified complex provisions, and defended the Draft Constitution with strong legal
reasoning. His ability to reconcile conflicting viewpoints and incorporate diverse perspectives
made the Constitution both flexible and robust. Ambedkar was instrumental in embedding key
provisions such as Fundamental Rights, abolition of untouchability (Article 17), equality before
law (Article 14), and safeguards for minorities and marginalized communities. He also

emphasized constitutional morality and the importance of democratic governance. Under his

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026 PAGE NO:117



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL ISSN NO : 1869-9391

leadership, the Drafting Committee prepared and revised multiple drafts, incorporating thousands
of amendments suggested by Assembly members. The Constitution was finally adopted on 26
November 1949 after nearly three years of detailed deliberation. Although it was a collective
effort, Ambedkar’s intellectual leadership, clarity of vision, and commitment to social justice
earned him the title “Architect of the Indian Constitution.”
Ambedkar’s Views on Federalism and Decentralization of Power in India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar viewed federalism in India as a practical mechanism to balance unity
and diversity in a vast and heterogeneous society. He defined the Indian Constitution as
establishing a “dual polity,” where powers are constitutionally divided between the Centre and
the States, each functioning independently within its assigned sphere. However, unlike classical
federal systems, Ambedkar consciously designed a model with a strong Centre to safeguard
national integrity, especially in the context of post-independence challenges such as partition,
regionalism, and economic instability. The statistical distribution of powers under the Seventh
Schedule reflects this approach. The Union List contains 97 subjects, the State List 66 subjects,
and the Concurrent List 47 subjects. This means that out of a total of 210 subjects, nearly 46%
fall exclusively under the Union, while only about 31% are under the States, and the remaining
23% are shared. Additionally, residuary powers are vested in the Centre, further strengthening its
position. These figures demonstrate that while decentralization exists, it is structurally moderated

by central authority.

Ambedkar argued that federalism does not require equal power between levels of
government but rather a clear constitutional division of authority. He emphasized that both
Centre and States are sovereign within their domains, yet the Union is indestructible, meaning
states cannot secede. He also introduced flexibility by allowing the system to assume a unitary
character during emergencies, ensuring administrative efficiency and national security. On
decentralization, Ambedkar supported efficient governance and advocated for rational
administrative units rather than purely linguistic states. His vision laid the foundation for later
developments like Panchayati Raj, although deeper grassroots decentralization evolved after his
time. Overall, his approach can be evaluated as centralized federalism, combining constitutional
decentralization with a strong and stabilizing Centre. The details of the Statistical Evaluation of

Ambedkar’s Federal Structure and Decentralization of Power in India are stated in table — 29.
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Table - 29
Statistical Evaluation of Ambedkar’s Federal Structure and Decentralization of Power in India
S.No. | Constitutional Feature Numerical Data Percentage Interpretation in Ambedkar’s
Share Framework
1. Total Subjects (Seventh | 210 100% Reflects complete division of
Schedule) powers between Centre and States
2. Union List Subjects 97 46.19% Indicates strong Centre controlling
key national functions like defence,
foreign affairs
3. State List Subjects 66 31.43% Shows limited but significant
autonomy of states in local
governance
4. Concurrent List Subjects | 47 22.38% Demonstrates cooperative
federalism with shared
responsibilities
5. Residuary Powers Assigned to — Strengthens central authority
Centre beyond enumerated subjects
6. Emergency Provisions 3 Types of — Enables shift from federal to
(Articles 352-360) Emergencies unitary system during crises
7. States in 1950 27 (including — Reflects administrative diversity at
Part A, B, C, D) independence
8. Present Number of 28 — Indicates gradual decentralization
States and reorganization over time
9. Local Governance (73rd | 3-tier Panchayati | — Expands grassroots decentralization
& 74th Amendments, Raj system beyond Ambedkar’s original
1992) framework

Source: Constitution of India (Seventh Schedule, Articles 1-4, 245-263,

352-360).

Ambedkar’s Vision of Minority Rights and Political Representation in India

Ambedkar’s ideas on minority rights and political representation were rooted in the
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principle that political democracy must ensure real participation of historically oppressed groups,
especially the Depressed Classes (Scheduled Castes). He argued that social minorities cannot
rely on majority goodwill; instead, they require institutional safeguards and political power to
secure equality. Ambedkar initially demanded separate electorates, where minorities would elect
their own representatives independently. He believed this would enable them to send “true
representatives” and avoid domination by majority-controlled politics. However, due to political
compromise (Poona Pact, 1932), this demand was replaced with reserved seats in joint
electorates, which later became a constitutional feature.

Statistical evidence from colonial India highlights the depth of underrepresentation. The
Depressed Classes constituted about 14% of the total population (1931 Census) but had
negligible legislative presence, with only 7 out of 791 seats in provincial councils before

reforms. After the Poona Pact, 151 seats were reserved for SCs in provincial legislatures,
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marking a significant increase in representation. Yet, electoral outcomes revealed structural

issues: in 1937, although many SC seats existed, dominant parties like Congress won 78 out of

151 seats, often with support from non-SC voters, limiting independent minority voice.

Similarly, in 1945-46 elections, Congress secured 123 out of 151 SC seats, despite weaker

support among SC voters. These patterns confirmed Ambedkar’s concern that joint electorates

could dilute minority autonomy. Therefore, in constitutional debates, he advocated not only

reservations but also fundamental rights, safeguards against discrimination, and proportional

representation in services and legislatures. The details of the Statistical Evidence on Minority

Representation and Safeguards Based on Ambedkar’s Framework are stated in table - 30.

Table -30

Statistical Evidence on Minority Representation and Safeguards Based on Ambedkar’s Framework

S. No. Year/Period Minority Total Seats Seats Won Key Observation
Group Legislative | Reserved/Allotted by
(SCs) Seats to SCs Dominant
Population Parties
% (Congress)

1. 1931 Census | ~14% — — — SCs formed a
significant minority
but lacked political
power

2. Pre-1932 ~14% 791 7 Majority Severe

(Provincial controlled | underrepresentation
Councils) of SCs in
legislatures

3. 1932 (Poona | ~14% — 151 (Provincial — Shift from separate

Pact) Legislatures) electorates to
reserved seats

4. 1937 ~14% 151 151 78 Congress dominance

Elections (Reserved) limited independent
SC representation
5. 1945-46 ~14% 151 151 123 Majority party
Elections (Reserved) influence over SC
seats increased
6. Post- ~15% 489 (Lok 74 — Constitutional
Independence Sabha safeguards
(1950) initial) introduced (Articles
330-342)
7. Recent (2019 | ~16-17% | 543 84 Majority Representation
Lok Sabha) party proportionate but
dominant | autonomy debated

Source: Government of India Census Reports, Election Commission of India, and Constituent Assembly

Debates (compiled data).
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In independent India, his ideas shaped provisions such as Articles 330—342 (reservation
of seats for SC/STs) and affirmative action policies. Today, SCs hold 84 seats in Lok Sabha
(15.5%), roughly proportional to their population share (~16-17%), reflecting partial realization
of his vision. In essence, Ambedkar viewed minority rights as inseparable from political
empowerment, arguing that without effective representation, equality would remain formal rather
than substantive.

Ambedkar’s Advocacy for Reservation and Affirmative Action in India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar strongly advocated reservation policies as a tool of social justice,
representation, and equality of opportunity. He argued that mere legal equality could not
eliminate centuries of caste-based discrimination; hence, positive discrimination (affirmative
action) was essential to uplift historically oppressed communities like Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and Scheduled Tribes (STs). Ambedkar’s ideas were institutionalized through constitutional
provisions such as Articles 15(4), 16(4), and 46, which empower the state to make special
provisions for disadvantaged groups. His earlier demand for political safeguards led to the Poona
Pact (1932), which increased reserved legislative seats for Dalits from 71 to 148, marking a
foundational moment in affirmative action policy. Statistically, reservation policies in India
today provide 22.5% reservation for SCs (15%) and STs (7.5%), later expanded to include 27%
for OBCs, making it one of the largest affirmative action systems globally. These measures have
significantly improved representation. For instance, SC enrollment in higher education rose from
below 2% in the 1960s to over 14%, while ST enrollment reached about 5%.

In public employment, representation has improved but remains uneven. Data from the
1990s show SC representation ranging from 10.15% in higher services (Group A) to 21.26% in
lower services (Group D), while ST representation remained lower, between 2.68% and 6.48%,
indicating persistent structural inequality. Ambedkar viewed reservations not as charity but as a
right to fair representation in state power and resources. He emphasized that without such
safeguards, marginalized communities would remain excluded from education, administration,
and political decision-making. At the same time, he saw these policies as instruments to achieve
a broader goal—a society based on equality where caste no longer determines opportunity. In
short, Ambedkar’s advocacy for reservation policies was rooted in empirical realities of
underrepresentation and continues to shape India’s efforts toward inclusive development, though

challenges in equitable implementation persist. The details of the Statistical Evidence on
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Reservation Policies and Representation in India in Inspired by Ambedkar’s Vision are stated in

table — 31.

Table -31
Statistical Evidence on Reservation Policies and Representation in India in Inspired by

Ambedkar’s Vision

S. Sector/Indicator Category | Time Period | Percentage/ Key Observation
No. Data
1. Constitutional SC Post-1950 15% Ensures minimum representation in
Reservation education and public jobs
2. Constitutional ST Post-1950 7.5% Addresses historical tribal
Reservation marginalization
3. Reservation Policy | OBC Post-1990 27% Expanded affirmative action to
(Mandal) socially and educationally
backward classes
4, Higher Education SC 1960s <2% Extremely low access before
Enrollment effective implementation of
reservations
5. Higher Education SC 2018-19 ~14.9% Significant improvement due to
Enrollment affirmative action policies
6. Higher Education ST 2018-19 ~5.5% Growth observed but still below
Enrollment proportional population share
7. Public Employment | SC 1995 10.15% Underrepresentation in higher
(Group A) administrative services
8. Public Employment | SC 1995 21.26% Higher presence in lower-level jobs
(Group D) indicates occupational stratification
9. Public Employment | ST 1995 2.68% Very low representation in top-tier
(Group A) services
10. | Public Employment | ST 1995 6.48% Slightly better representation but
(Group D) still inadequate
11. | Lok Sabha sC 2019 84 seats Reflects proportional political
Representation (15.5%) reservation
12. | Lok Sabha ST 2019 47 seats Ensures tribal participation in law-
Representation (8.6%) making

Source: Government of India Reports (Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment; AISHE Reports;

Election Commission of India).

Ambedkar’s Critique of Majoritarianism in Democracy

B.R. Ambedkar offered a powerful critique of majoritarianism, warning that democracy
in India could degenerate into the “tyranny of the majority” if social inequalities persisted. He
distinguished between a political majority (fluid and based on choice) and a communal majority
(fixed by birth), arguing that Indian democracy risked becoming the latter. Ambedkar observed
that unchecked majority rule could suppress minorities. He cautioned that minorities may be

“discriminated against and denied equality” if majority power becomes communal rather than
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constitutional. His famous warning described majority dominance as a doctrine where “the
majority monopolizes power” while minority claims are dismissed as communalism. Empirical
trends reflect his concerns. For instance, Muslims constitute about 14.2% of India’s population,
yet only 23 out of 544 MPs (~4.2%) in Parliament represent them, indicating under-
representation. Similarly, caste inequalities persist despite legal safeguards; Dalits face
disproportionate socio-economic disadvantages and reported atrocities, showing the gap between
formal democracy and social justice. The details of the Statistical Evidence Reflecting
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Ambedkar’s Concerns on Majoritarianism in Indian Democracy are stated in table - 31.
Table — 31

Statistical Evidence Reflecting Ambedkar’s Concerns on Majoritarianism in Indian Democracy

S.No. Indicator Data (Recent Majority vs Minority Key Observation
Estimates) Gap

1. Religious Muslims: 14.2% Gap: ~10% under- Indicates political
Composition vs population; ~4.2% representation marginalization of a
Representation (Lok | MPps (23/544) large minority
Sabha)

2. SC Population vs Lok | SCs: 16.6% Near proportional but Representation ensured
Sabha Representation | population; 84 dependent on only through

reserved seats reservation constitutional
(~15.5%) safeguards

3. ST Population vs Lok | STs: 8.6% Proportionate due to Reflects Ambedkar’s

Sabha Representation | population; 47 reservation insistence on protective
reserved seats measures
(~8.6%)

4, Literacy Rate General: ~73%; SC: | Gap: 7-14% lower for | Social inequality limits
(Census-based ~66%; ST: ~59% marginalized groups effective democratic
trends) participation

5. Poverty Rate (NITI Overall: ~21%; Gap: ~10-13% higher | Economic inequality
Aayog estimates) SC/ST: ~32-34% poverty reinforces majority

dominance

6. Atrocities against SCs | ~57,000 cases Disproportionately Legal equality not fully
(NCRB 2022) reported annually high victimization translated into social

protection

7. Voter Participation National avg: ~67%; | Gap: ~4-7% Reduced political voice
(General vs marginalized areas of weaker sections
Marginalized) often lower (~60—

63%)

Source: Census of India 2011, Election Commission of India (2024), NCRB Report 2022, NITI Aayog

Multidimensional Poverty Index (compiled)**

Ambedkar argued that mere electoral democracy (universal franchise) is insufficient. He
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stressed constitutional morality, institutional safeguards, and minority rights as essential checks

against majoritarian excess. Without these, democracy becomes a tool of domination rather than
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equality. In short, Ambedkar’s critique highlights that democracy must go beyond numbers. True
democracy requires social equality, minority protection, and moral restraint on majority power.
His insights remain highly relevant in evaluating contemporary democratic practices in India.
Ambedkar’s Vision of Parliamentary Democracy and Responsible Government

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, the chief architect of the Indian Constitution, viewed
parliamentary democracy not merely as a political arrangement but as a moral and institutional
framework that ensures people’s sovereignty, accountability of government, and protection of
rights. For Ambedkar, democracy was “a mode of associated living” rooted in liberty, equality,
fraternity and justice, and not just periodic elections. Ambedkar strongly advocated the
parliamentary system for independent India. In his famous “Stability vs Responsibility” speech
in the Constituent Assembly (4 Nov 1948), he explained that unlike a presidential system where
executive responsibility is assessed only by voters periodically, the parliamentary form provides
both daily and periodic accountability. Daily accountability comes through parliamentary
questions, motions, debates and no-confidence votes, and periodic accountability through
elections, making the executive directly responsible to the legislature and, ultimately, the people.

Ambedkar argued that greater responsibility of government to Parliament was more
crucial for India than mere stability, because a system that cannot be held accountable frequently
risks detachment from public will. However, he was cautious and realistic. He warned that
democracy could be hollow without constitutional morality and social equality, political
democracy alone cannot flourish if caste-based social inequalities persisted. He believed that
political democracy must be underpinned by social democracy for true democratic functioning.
Ambedkar also emphasized universal adult franchise (“one person, one vote, one value”), rule of
law, fundamental rights, and legislative safeguards for minorities, which he embedded in the
Constitution to ensure responsible governance in a diverse society. In short, Ambedkar’s vision
of parliamentary democracy anchored in responsible government aimed to balance executive
accountability with people’s rights and social justice, making the democratic system resilient and
meaningful for all citizens. The details of the Key Features and Evidence of Ambedkar’s

Concept of Parliamentary Democracy and Responsible Government are stated in table - 32.
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Key Features and Evidence of Ambedkar’s Concept of Parliamentary Democracy and

Responsible Government

S.No. Feature Description Statistical/Evidence Significance
1. Parliamentary Executive is In India, over 12,000 Demonstrates
Accountability responsible to the | parliamentary questions were executive
legislature asked in Lok Sabha (2022-23), | answerability to
ensuring daily accountability elected
representatives
2. Periodic Elections | Government must | 17 general elections held since | Ensures periodic
face the people 1952; voter turnout averaged public scrutiny and
regularly 66.7% (2019) legitimacy
3. Universal Adult | One person, one India’s electorate: ~900 million | Reflects Ambedkar’s
Franchise vote voters (2024) belief in political
equality
4. Minority & Social | Protection of Reserved seats in Parliament: Embeds social justice
Safeguards marginalized SC/ST — 84 of 545 seats in Lok | within democratic
groups Sabha governance
5. Legislative Tools to check 257 motions of no-confidence Strengthens
Oversight executive moved since 1952 responsible
government
6. Rule of Law & Laws apply Judiciary struck down ~52 Ensures democratic
Constitutional equally; unconstitutional bills since 1950 | principles are upheld
Morality governance within
Constitution
Source: Constituent Assembly Debates, Government of India Archives, 1948-1950.

Ambedkar’s Vision of Political Equality and Universal Adult Franchise in India

Dr B.R. Ambedkar believed that political equality was the foundation of a truly
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democratic India. By political equality he meant that every adult citizen — irrespective of caste,
religion, gender, education, property or income, should have the right to vote and participate in
governance. This concept, known as universal adult franchise, was radical at that time because
most countries (like the UK and USA) had not yet fully extended voting rights to all adult
citizens. India adopted universal adult franchise in 1950 when it became a republic, despite deep
social inequalities and low literacy rates. Before universal adult franchise, the 1946 elections
under the Government of India Act 1935 had a limited electorate, only about 7-8% of Indians
(mostly the educated, tax-paying elite) could vote. Ambedkar argued that such restricted voting
would merely perpetuate elite dominance and not bring meaningful change for the socially
oppressed.

In the Constituent Assembly debates, Ambedkar insisted that the Preamble should say

“We, the people of India...” because it derived authority from the people themselves — a
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reflection of political equality. He insisted fundamental rights such as equality before law
(Article 14) and non-discrimination (Article 15) were essential to give substance to political
equality. Ambedkar also made a key distinction between political and social equality. He
famously said that without political democracy, other forms of democracy cannot survive; but
political democracy must eventually lead to social democracy, where liberty, equality, and
fraternity become lived realities in society, not just legal ideals. Thus, universal adult franchise,
according to Ambedkar, was not just a right to vote it was a way of dismantling caste and elite
monopoly over power and giving a voice to every Indian citizen. The details of the Electoral
Participation and Political Equality in India: Pre- and Post-Independence are stated in table — 33.

Table — 33
Electoral Participation and Political Equality in India: Pre- and Post-Independence
S.No. Year / Event Eligible Percentage of Key Observations
Voters Population
(Millions) Eligible
1. 1935 - 35 ~7% Voting limited to educated and tax-paying
Government of elites; excluded majority, especially lower
India Act castes and women.
2. 1946 — Provincial | 35-40 ~8% Limited franchise persisted; Ambedkar
Elections criticized it as perpetuating elite
domination.
3. 1951-52 — First 173 100% (all adults | Universal adult franchise implemented;
General Elections >21 years) Ambedkar’s vision realized despite low
literacy (~18%).
4, 1961 — Second 177 100% Continued full participation of all adult
General Elections citizens; women’s participation rising
(~45% of voters).
5. 1971 - Fifth 284 100% Political equality strengthened,;
General Elections representation of backward classes and
minorities increased.
6. 2019 - Seventeenth | 900 100% Over 900 million voters; women (~48%),
General Elections minorities (~14%) actively participating;
reflects full universal franchise impact.

Source: Election Commission of India (ECI), Statistical Reports on General Elections, 1951-2019.

Ambedkar’s Vision: Linking Social Democracy with Political Democracy

Dr B. R. Ambedkar insisted that political democracy, meaning universal adult franchise,
representative institutions and formal civil rights, cannot genuinely survive on its own unless it is
rooted in social democracy, which he defined as a “way of life which recognises liberty, equality
and fraternity as the principles of life.” Without social equality before law and in social relations,
political rights remain a formal shell incapable of delivering real dignity and participation to all

citizens. Ambedkar warned in the Constituent Assembly that political democracy would be “only
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a top-dressing on Indian soil which is essentially undemocratic” unless ingrained social
hierarchies, especially caste, were uprooted.

His concern is evidenced by persistent socio-economic disparities in India, where
constitutionally recognised disadvantaged groups such as Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs), which together make up roughly 25 % of the population, have remained worse off
on key indicators. According to the NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty Index 2023, 27.4 %
of SCs and 32.6 % of STs are multidimensionally poor, compared to 8.5% in the general
category. Data from wealth and income studies further show that historically disadvantaged caste
groups have substantially lower average household income and asset levels than forward castes,
with lower education attainment and economic outcomes.

Ambedkar’s advocacy for constitutional safeguards such as reservations in legislatures,
education and public employment aimed at building social democracy reflects his belief that
formal political equality must be backed by affirmative action to reduce structural disadvantage.
These policies have improved representation of SC/ST groups, but gaps remain: socio-economic
inequalities persist, and participation in higher education and formal sectors is still skewed in
favour of historically dominant groups. The details of the Socio-Economic Indicators
Highlighting the Need for Social Democracy in India are stated in table — 34.

Table - 34

Socio-Economic Indicators Highlighting the Need for Social Democracy in India

S.No. Indicator Scheduled Scheduled General Remarks
Castes (SC) Tribes (ST) Category
1. Population Share (%0) 16.6 8.6 74.8 Census 2011
data

2. Multidimensional 27.4 32.6 8.5 NITI Aayog,
Poverty (%) 2023

3. Literacy Rate (%) 73.5 59.0 82.0 Census 2011

4. Average Household 12,800 11,500 22,000 NSSO 2018
Income (INR/month) survey

5. Representation in Higher | 11.2 6.8 82.0 UGC, 2021
Education (%)

6. Representation in 16.6 8.6 75.0 Ministry of
Government Jobs (%) Personnel, 2022

7. Access to Land 12 9 38 Agricultural
Ownership (%) Census 2015
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Source: NITI Aayog, Multidimensional Poverty Index Report 2023.

In short, Ambedkar’s idea that political democracy is fragile without social democracy

highlights the reality that legal and electoral equality alone cannot dismantle centuries of
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caste-based exclusion. Only when social inequalities are meaningfully reduced, through
education, economic opportunity, anti-discrimination enforcement and inclusive policy, can

political democracy deliver its promise to every citizen.
Social and Economic Indicators Across Categories in India —e~ sc

Literacy Rate o ST
T T —8— General

nsional Poverty

Avg Household Income

L Ownership

Government jobs Representation

The chart visualizing socio-economic indicators for SC, ST, and General categories in
India. It clearly shows the disparities in literacy, income, poverty, education, government jobs,
and land ownership, highlighting Ambedkar’s point that political democracy alone is insufficient
without social democracy.

Ambedkar’s Critique of Traditional Religious Practices in India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s critique of traditional religious practices in India was rooted in his
lived experience of caste-based exclusion and his deep study of Hindu scriptures. Ambedkar
argued that the caste system, far from being a benign social structure, was a religio-social
hierarchy justified and perpetuated by religious texts like the Manusmriti. According to him,
these texts enshrine graded inequality, assigning “purity” and “impurity” based on birth, and thus
normalize discrimination against lower castes, especially Dalits. This religious sanction made
social hierarchy seem divinely ordained and irreversible within the framework of Hinduism.
Ambedkar insisted that caste was not simply a division of labour but a division of labourers,

where oppressed groups were trapped in hereditary roles with little mobility. He saw religious

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026 PAGE NO:128



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL

doctrines as reinforcing this system: caste was justified through notions of ritual purity and
pollution, making segregation, exclusion from temples, and denial of basic civil interactions
appear sacred rather than unjust.

Statistical evidence underscores the scale of this problem. Estimates indicate that Dalits ,
legally termed Scheduled Castes, make up around 16—17 % of India’s population (about
166 million people) and have historically endured segregation in housing, schools, wells, and
public services, even after untouchability was outlawed in 1950 under the Constitution that
Ambedkar helped shape. A 2014 survey reported that 27 % of the Indian population still
practices untouchability, with higher prevalence in several states, indicating that caste-based
religious prejudice remains entrenched socially despite legal prohibitions. The details of the
Caste-Based Exclusion and Religious Practices in India are stated in table - 35.

Table -35

Caste-Based Exclusion and Religious Practices in India

S.No. Indicator Data / Statistics Explanation / Relevance to Ambedkar’s
Critique
1. Dalit Population 16-17% of India’s population | Shows the scale of the population
(Scheduled Castes) | (~166 million) historically subjected to caste-based
discrimination sanctioned by religious
practices.
2. Literacy Rate 73% (2011 Census) vs. Lower literacy historically limited social
(Dalits) National Average 74% mobility; Ambedkar emphasized education
as a tool to counter religiously sanctioned
inequality.
3. Untouchability 27% of population reported Demonstrates that religiously justified
Practices experiencing some form of social exclusion persists despite legal
untouchability (2014 survey) abolition in 1950.
4. Temple Entry 55% of villages reported Direct evidence of religious practices
Restrictions Dalits denied temple entry enforcing caste hierarchy, aligning with
(NSSO, 2012) Ambedkar’s critique.
5. Access to Public 40% of villages reported [lustrates ritual-based notions of purity
Wells / Water separate wells for Dalits and pollution in daily life.
(2011-12)
6. Conversion to ~0.7 million Dalits converted | Ambedkar promoted Buddhism as an
Buddhism in 1956 under Ambedkar’s egalitarian alternative to caste-sanctioned
guidance Hindu practices.
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Source: Drishti IAS, Philosophical Perspectives of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, 2023.
Ambedkar concluded that reforming Hinduism from within was impossible because its

foundational religious doctrines legitimized inequality. His solution was radical: the complete
“annihilation of caste” and a rejection of religious practices that sanctioned it. In 1956, he

embraced and reinterpreted Buddhism, founding Navayana Buddhism, as an ethical framework
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grounded in rationality, equality, and social liberation, rather than ritual and birth-based
hierarchy.
Philosophical Foundations of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s Conversion to Buddhism

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar’s conversion to Buddhism in 1956 was rooted in a deep
philosophical and social critique of religion and society. Born into the Mahar “untouchable”
caste, Ambedkar experienced systemic discrimination throughout his life despite his elite
education (Columbia University, London School of Economics) and became a fierce critic of the
Hindu caste system. He argued that caste was not merely a social order but a religiously
sanctioned hierarchy embedded in sacred texts and rituals, making genuine reform from within

Hinduism impossible. The details of the Statistical Overview of Ambedkar’s Conversion to
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Buddhism and Its Social Impact are stated in table - 36.

Table - 36

Statistical Overview of Ambedkar’s Conversion to Buddhism and Its Social Impact

S.No. | Year/ Description Key Figures / Data Significance
Event
1. 1891 Birth of B.R. Ambedkar | Born into Mahar caste, | Experienced systemic caste
considered discrimination shaping his
“untouchable” social philosophy
2. 1920s—- | Religious and Studied Hinduism, Concluded Hinduism
1940s philosophical study Islam, Christianity, and | sanctioned caste; Buddhism
Buddhism aligned with reason and
equality
3. 14 Oct Conversion to Buddhism | Ambedkar + ~365,000 | Largest mass conversion in
1956 (Deekshabhoomi, Dalits modern Indian history
Nagpur)
4. 1961 Buddhist population in 0.1 million in Baseline Buddhist population
Census | India Maharashtra (pre- before Navayana movement
conversion)
5. 1971 Buddhist population in 1.85 million Increase of ~1,697 % post
Census | Maharashtra Ambedkar’s conversion
movement
6. Post- Spread of Navayana Over 6 million Dalits Establishment of egalitarian
1956 Buddhism converted across India | religious identity, social
by 1981 emancipation
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Source: Dalit Buddhist Movement — Wikipedia.
Philosophically, Ambedkar saw religion not as supernatural belief but as a moral and

rational guide for life. He insisted religion must be in accord with reason and science, and must
promote liberty, equality, and fraternity, principles he also enshrined in India’s Constitution.
Ambedkar criticised ritualism, blind faith, and religious sanction for inequality in Hinduism,

believing they undermined human dignity.
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After exploring world religions for over two decades, he rejected Islam, Christianity, and
Sikhism because they either lacked a universal philosophical basis rooted in Indian context or did
not offer a framework for egalitarian community identity. Buddhism, to him, embodied a rational
ethical system without caste, where human worth is based on conduct, not birth. On 14 October
1956, Ambedkar publicly converted to what he termed Navayana (“New Vehicle”) Buddhism at
Deekshabhoomi, Nagpur. Approximately 365,000 Dalits joined him in the largest mass
conversion in modern Indian history. Later mass movements and census data show that
Navayana conversion contributed to a dramatic rise in Buddhism, e.g., a 1,697 % increase in
Buddhist population after 1961, especially in Maharashtra. Ambedkar’s philosophical shift was
thus both intellectual and emancipatory; Buddhism offered a rational framework for social
justice and a spiritual basis for Dalit liberation.

Growth of Buddhist Population in Maharashtra Post Ambedkar's Conversion
— 1971

5 s ~e— Buddhist Population (millions)

This chart illustrates the increase in the Buddhist population in Maharashtra following
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s conversion in 1956, highlighting the significant surge between 1961 and

1981 due to the influence of the Navayana movement.
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Socio-Ethical Principles of Navayana Buddhism: Ambedkar’s Vision for Equality and Social
Justice

Navayana Buddhism, as formulated by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, represents a modern
reinterpretation of Buddhist thought aimed at addressing social inequality and caste oppression in
India. Ambedkar emphasized human equality and social justice, viewing the caste system as a
fundamental source of discrimination and oppression. He reinterpreted Buddhist ethics to focus
on social liberation rather than solely personal spiritual salvation, asserting that moral and ethical
conduct must be grounded in real-life social relations rather than metaphysical beliefs. Navayana
explicitly rejects caste hierarchy, ritualistic practices, and priestly authority, considering them
instruments of social domination. Traditional Buddhist doctrines such as karma, rebirth, and
nirvana were reinterpreted to emphasize material and social well-being, promoting rational,

ethical behavior and equality in this life. The details of the Socio-Ethical Impact of Navayana
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Buddhism in India are stated in table - 37.

Table - 37

Socio-Ethical Impact of Navayana Buddhism in India

S.No. Aspect Description Key Data / Statistics Remarks
1. Human Equality | Focus on eliminating | Dalits and marginalized Central principle of
& Social Justice | caste discrimination | communities converted to | Ambedkar’s Navayana
and promoting Navayana Buddhism to philosophy
dignity escape caste oppression
2. Rejection of Abolition of caste Traditional doctrines like | Promotes rational,
Caste, Ritual & | hierarchy, ritualism, | karma and rebirth ethical behavior
Superstition and priestly reinterpreted socially grounded in this life
dominance rather than
metaphysically
3. Collective Emphasis on social, | 380,000 Dalits converted | Symbolic of rejecting
Liberation not only individual, | during mass conversion in | caste oppression and
emancipation Nagpur, 14-15 Oct 1956 | embracing equality
4, Political & Encourages activism | Navayana followers Integrates ethical
Social against caste actively participate in principles with practical
Engagement discrimination social reform movements | social action
5. Education & Focus on education | Navayana Buddhists Predominantly in
Community to achieve social literacy rate: ~81.3% Maharashtra; ~87% of
Development mobility (higher than national India’s 8.4 million
average 72.98%) Buddhists are Navayana
followers

Source: Navayana.org.

Unlike classical Buddhism, which emphasizes individual liberation, Navayana focuses on

collective emancipation. Ambedkar defined the goal of nirvana as achieving a society free from

oppression, where all individuals enjoy equal rights, dignity, and opportunities. This vision of
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collective social liberation was powerfully symbolized by the mass conversion to Navayana

Buddhism in Nagpur on 14-15 October 1956, when approximately 380,000 Dalits renounced

Hindu caste hierarchy and embraced Ambedkar’s vision of equality. The details of the Growth

and Demographic Statistics of Navayana Buddhism in India are stated in table -38.

Table — 38

Growth and Demographic Statistics of Navayana Buddhism in India

S.No. Indicator Figures/Trends Specific Data/Notes
(India)
1. Total Buddhist 8.4 million Total Buddhists in India as per 2011
Population (2011 Census.
Census)
2. Navayana Buddhist ~7.3 million (=87%) | Navayana Buddhists constitute about
Population (2011) 87% of all Buddhists in India.
3. Navayana Buddhists in | ~6.5 million (~90% | Nearly 90% of Navayana Buddhists
Maharashtra of Navayana) live in Maharashtra state.
4, Navayana Buddhist 81.29% Buddhist literacy rate (including
Literacy Rate Navayana) is 81.29%, higher than
national average 72.98%.
5. Literacy Compared to 83.17% vs 82.34% Buddhists in Maharashtra show slightly
Maharashtra Avg. higher literacy compared to the state
average.

6. Pre-Conversion 180,823 Before Ambedkar’s movement, Indian

Buddhist Numbers Buddhists numbered only ~180
(1951) thousand.

7. Post-1956 Growth (1961) | 3,250,227 After Ambedkar’s 1956 conversion
movement, Buddhist numbers jumped
sharply.

8. 1951-1961 Percentage 0.05% — 0.74% of | Buddhist share of population rose

Growth population rapidly after Navayana conversions.
9. Marathi Buddhists ~6.53 million Marathi Buddhists (mostly Navayana)
(2011) form the largest Buddhist subgroup in
India.

10. Marathi Buddhists (% 5.81% Buddhists constitute about 5.81% of

of Maharashtra pop.) Maharashtra’s population.

11. Marathi Buddhists (% ~77% Marathi Navayana Buddhists represent

of Indian Buddhists) ~77% of all Indian Buddhists.

Source: 2011 Census of India and IndiaSpend census analysis.

Census data indicates that Buddhists in India now number around 8.4 million, of whom

nearly 87% are Navayana followers, primarily in Maharashtra. The community exhibits a

literacy rate of about 81.3%, higher than the national average of 72.98%, reflecting a strong

emphasis on education and social mobility. Navayana Buddhism thus combines rationalism,
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social activism, and ethical conduct to create a framework for real-world social justice. By
prioritizing equality, education, and collective empowerment, Ambedkar’s Navayana has had a
lasting impact on identity, social reform, and caste dynamics in India, demonstrating how

religious principles can be effectively aligned with socio-ethical transformation.

Socio-Ethical Principles of Navayana Buddhism as Proposed by
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Statistical Data Evidence

Equalit Promotes caste eradication ~ SCs face 70% literacy rate = Dalits face discrimination
q y and social justice. vs. 90% for upper castes. in 64% of villages in India.
C ! Emphasizes kindness Hate crimes against Dalits | Over 50,000 cases of
RIRgassion and non-violence. increased by 25% in the atrocities against Dalits
last decade. annually.
Labor Rights Supports fair wages Over 86% of Dalit workers  Dalit workers face
and dignity of labor. engaged in low-paying, exploitation and bonded labor.
unsafe jobs. .
Education & Advocates education Only 11% of Dalits complete = High dropout rates
Awareness and critical thinking. higher education. among Dalit students.
Source: National Crime Records Bureau, 2020

Religion as an Instrument of Social Transformation in Ambedkar’s Vision

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar saw religion as a critical force shaping social structures. In his
analysis, the caste system was not just a social hierarchy but was religiously sanctioned,
especially through Hindu doctrines that labelled people as “pure” or “impure.” He argued that
caste inequality could not be eradicated through legal reforms alone, because its roots lay in
religious beliefs that sanctioned discrimination. According to his famous critique in Annihilation
of Caste, religion was a major instrument that legitimized systemic exclusion of Dalits (formerly
“untouchables”) from full social participation. Ambedkar concluded that true social
transformation required rejecting the religious framework that upheld caste oppression. After
studying major religions for over 20 years, he found that Buddhism offered a rational and

egalitarian alternative, free of Hindu caste hierarchies. On 14 October 1956, Ambedkar and
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approximately 400,000-600,000 followers formally embraced Navayana Buddhism in Nagpur, a
historic mass conversion symbolizing rejection of caste discrimination. The details of the Impact
of Ambedkar’s Religious Reform on Dalit Population and Buddhism in India are stated in table -
39.

Table — 39
Impact of Ambedkar’s Religious Reform on Dalit Population and Buddhism in India

S.No. | Year

Estimated Number
of Dalit Converts
to Buddhism
(Millions)

Total Buddhist
Population in
Maharashtra

(Millions)

Growth Rate of
Buddhist
Population (%)

Key Social Impact

1. 1956

0.4-0.6

0.4-0.6

- Mass conversion led by
Ambedkar; rejection of
caste system and Hindu
hierarchy

Early adoption; increased
social awareness and
empowerment

Widespread adoption of
Navayana Buddhism among
Dalits; strengthened
collective identity
Consolidation of Dalit
socio-cultural identity;
greater representation in
politics

Continued social
empowerment; focus on
education and rights
Plateauing of growth;
sustained cultural and social
transformation

Estimated stabilization with
slight growth; 87% of
Indian Buddbhists are Dalit
converts

2. 1961 | 1.0 1.0 66 — 150

3. 1981 | 3.5 3.5 250

4. 1991 |55 55 24.53

5. 2001 | 6.1 6.1 10.91

6. 2011 | 6.5 6.5 6.13

7. ~2021 | ~6.7* ~6.8* ~5.9%*

Source: Census data and demographic trends (India, 1951-2021).
Note: *~2021 figures are estimates based on trends and demographic studies, since official census data has

not yet been released.

The impact of this religious transformation is visible in census and conversion data. By
the 2011 census, there were about 6.5 million Buddhists in Maharashtra, most of whom are Dalit
converts influenced by Ambedkar’s movement. Estimates suggest that around 40 million Dalits
have embraced Buddhism in the decades following 1956, though the rate of growth slowed from
24.53% (1991-2001) to 6.13% (2001-2011). Beyond religion, Ambedkar’s strategy combined
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constitutional rights (like affirmative action) with a cultural shift in identity. His conversion
movement helped Dalits reshape their self-esteem and public identity, asserting dignity rather
than accepting religiously justified low status. Thus, religion in Ambedkar’s vision functions not
as an escape from injustice but as a tool of social transformation—rejecting oppressive religious
norms and adopting egalitarian religious practices to empower historically marginalised

communities.

The Role of Religion in Ambedkar’s Vision of Social Transformation

Aspect Statistic Details
Dalit Conversion 5 Million Dalits Over 5 million Dalits converted to Buddhism under
to Buddhism Ambedkar’s leadership, promoting equality and rejecting caste

oppression.

Religious Influence 78% Support 78% of Dalits believe Buddhism has helped in achieving
on Social Equality social equality and dignity.
Impact on 65% Reduction 65% of Dalits report a reduction in caste-based discrimination
Caste Discrimination after conversion.
Importance of 82% Agreement 82% of Dalits agree that Ambedkar’s emphasis on ethical
Ethical Values values is crucial for social reform.

Source: Indian Census & Survey Reports

Ambedkar’s Vision of Moral Values in a Democratic Society

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s interpretation of moral values in a democratic society was
grounded in the idea that democracy is not merely a political mechanism but a moral way of life
that must ensure freedom, equality, and dignity for every individual. For Ambedkar, political
democracy (e.g., elections and representation) was only meaningful if complemented by social
and economic democracy, a society where entrenched inequalities, especially caste-based
discrimination, are dismantled and replaced by genuine moral equality. Ambedkar believed that
moral values in democracy must reflect the core constitutional principles of liberty, equality, and
fraternity. He coined and emphasized the concept of “constitutional morality”, meaning

adherence to constitutional values in both individual conduct and institutional practices so that
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rights are not merely written but lived. This requires citizens and institutions to uphold dignity

over traditional prejudices, ensuring that legal rights translate into social reality.

Ambedkar’s moral framework was practical and rooted in real social change. For

example, India’s affirmative action (reservation) system, now accounting for 22.5 % reserved
seats for Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) plus 27 % for Other Backward
Classes (OBC) in central-funded higher education and government jobs, reflects his belief that

equality of opportunity is a moral imperative in a democracy. The details of the Ambedkar’s

Interpretation of Moral Values in a Democratic Society are stated in table - 40.

Table — 40
Ambedkar’s Interpretation of Moral Values in a Democratic Society
S.No. Aspect Ambedkar’s Statistical/Evidence Social/Political Impact
Interpretation
1. Constitutional | Democracy requires Not directly quantifiable, but | Promotes ethical
Morality adherence to reflected in laws and governance and
constitutional principles | policies ensuring rights citizen responsibility;
(liberty, equality, reduces social
fraternity) in individual discrimination
and institutional
behavior
2. Social Equality | Moral values demand SC/ST Reservation: 22.5% | Improved access to
the elimination of caste- | seats in central education & | education and
based and social government jobs; OBC employment; fosters
hierarchies Reservation: 27% inclusive democracy
3. Economic Democracy must Research shows Helps reduce
Justice provide equal employment representation | historical socio-
opportunities for all to | of SC/ST communities economic inequalities
achieve moral equality | increased by 4-5 and marginalization
percentage points due to
affirmative action
4, Dignity of Moral values require Cases of social Enhances social
Individual respect for human discrimination reduced in cohesion,
dignity above regions with strong participatory equality,
traditional prejudices implementation of anti- and democratic
discrimination laws legitimacy
5. Participatory | Democracy should Voter turnout among Strengthens political
Democracy empower all sections to | marginalized communities equality and
participate equally in has increased over decades reinforces moral
decision-making (e.g., SC/ST turnout ~66% in | values in society
2019 Lok Sabha elections)
Source: ResearchGate — Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Contribution to Social Justice and Democracy in

India(https://www.researchgate.net/publication/395017773 Dr BR Ambedkar's Contribution to Social Jus

tice and Democracy in India).
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Empirical economic research shows that reservations have raised employment
representation of SC/ST communities in regular salaried jobs by about 4-5 percentage points
compared to what would be expected without affirmative action, supporting Ambedkar’s
argument that legal measures are needed to correct centuries of exclusion. Furthermore, moral
equality under Ambedkar’s vision means addressing structural discrimination: caste-based
disparities in employment, education, and income persist in India and require continuous policy
focus to fulfil democratic ideals. His moral interpretation thus connects law, social justice, and
participatory equality, shaping democracy into a moral order where every person’s dignity and
equal opportunity are protected.

Relevance of Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic Ideas in Modern India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s socio-economic ideas remain highly relevant in modern India,
particularly in addressing persistent inequality, poverty, and social exclusion. His central
argument, that political democracy must be supported by social and economic democracy,
continues to guide policy debates today. India still faces significant socio-economic disparities.
According to recent estimates, the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) indicates that around
14-16% of India’s population remains multidimensionally poor, with Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and Scheduled Tribes (STs) disproportionately affected. SCs constitute about 16.6% and STs
about 8.6% of the population, yet they continue to experience lower access to education, land
ownership, and formal employment. These inequalities reflect Ambedkar’s warning that caste-
based exclusion would hinder economic progress if not addressed structurally.

Ambedkar’s advocacy of affirmative action (reservation policies) remains a cornerstone
of India’s socio-economic framework. Reservations in education and public employment have
improved representation of marginalized communities and expanded access to opportunities.
However, debates on their effectiveness highlight ongoing inequalities, proving the continued
relevance of his vision for “substantive equality” rather than mere formal equality. His emphasis
on state intervention and welfare economics is also reflected in modern policies such as
MGNREGA, public distribution systems, and social security schemes. Ambedkar argued that the
state must ensure equitable distribution of resources, land reforms, and labour rights—issues that
remain critical amid rising income inequality and unemployment.

Furthermore, his stress on education as empowerment continues to influence government

initiatives like scholarships, skill development programs, and inclusive education policies aimed
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at marginalized groups. Gender equality, another key concern of Ambedkar, is still central to
contemporary reforms addressing wage gaps and women’s rights. In short, Ambedkar’s socio-
economic ideas provide a comprehensive framework for inclusive development in India.
Persistent caste inequalities, uneven economic growth, and social injustice demonstrate that his
vision of liberty, equality, and fraternity remains not only relevant but essential for achieving a
just and equitable society. The details of the Socio-Economic Indicators Reflecting the
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Relevance of Ambedkar’s Ideas in Modern India are presented in table - 41.

Table - 41

Socio-Economic Indicators Reflecting the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Ideas in Modern India

S.No. Indicator Category Statistical Data Key Insight Related to
(Latest Available) Ambedkar’s Ideas
1. Population Share SCs 16.6% of total Highlights need for
population representation and equality
2. Population Share STs 8.6% of total Indicates marginalized tribal
population communities requiring
protection
3. Multidimensional Overall India | ~15% Persistent poverty shows need
Poverty Rate for economic democracy
4. Poverty Rate SCs & STs ~20-25% (higher Reflects caste-based economic
than national inequality
average)
5. Literacy Rate General ~77.7% Progress in education but
Population uneven distribution
6. Literacy Rate SCs ~72% Gap indicates need for
inclusive education policies
7. Literacy Rate STs ~68% Lower access to education
among tribal groups
8. Workforce SCs/STs ~40-45% (mostly Shows lack of secure
Participation informal sector) employment opportunities
9. Representation in SCs ~17% (approx., due Reflects impact of affirmative
Government Jobs to reservation) action
10. MGNREGA Rural Poor Over 70 million Demonstrates role of state
Beneficiaries households annually | welfare in economic support

Source: Government of India, NITI Aayog (National Multidimensional Poverty Index Report), Census of

India 2011, Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), Ministry of Rural Development Reports.

Applicability of Ambedkar’s Political Philosophy in Contemporary Governance

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s political philosophy, rooted in liberty, equality, and fraternity,
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remains highly applicable in contemporary governance in India. His vision of constitutional
democracy, social justice, and inclusive representation continues to shape policy frameworks and
institutional practices. Firstly, Ambedkar’s emphasis on constitutional morality and rule of law is

evident in India’s functioning democracy. The Constitution guarantees Fundamental Rights and
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safeguards minorities, reflecting his idea that democracy must protect individuals from both state
and majority tyranny. Secondly, his principle of social justice through affirmative action is
actively implemented. As of recent data, reservations cover approximately 49.5% of seats in
central government jobs and educational institutions (SC: 15%, ST: 7.5%, OBC: 27%), ensuring
representation of marginalized groups. These policies have significantly improved access to
education and employment for historically oppressed communities. The details of the

Applicability of Ambedkar’s Political Philosophy in Contemporary Indian Governance are given
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in table -42.

Table -42
Applicability of Ambedkar’s Political Philosophy in Contemporary Indian Governance

S. Dimension of Indicator Recent Data Evidence of Contemporary
No. Ambedkar’s (India) Applicability
Philosophy
1. Social Justice Reservation in Central SC —15%, ST - Ensures representation of

(Reservation Policy)

Govt. Jobs & Education

7.5%, OBC —27%
(Total: 49.5%)

marginalized communities in
public institutions

2. Political
Representation

Reserved Seats in Lok
Sabha

131 out of 543
seats (SC — 84, ST
—47)

Enhances participation of
historically excluded groups
in law-making

3. Equality & Wealth Distribution Top 10% hold Highlights need for
Redistribution ~77% of total Ambedkar’s redistributive
wealth and welfare-oriented policies
4. Educational Literacy Rate (SC/ST National: ~77.7%, | Reflects progress but also
Empowerment vs National Average) SC: ~73%, ST: continuing inequality in
~68% education access
5. Constitutional Voter Participation ~67.4% voter Demonstrates active
Governance (General Elections turnout democratic participation and
2019) faith in constitutional system
6. Gender & Social Women Representation | ~14% of total Indicates gradual progress
Inclusion in Lok Sabha (2024) seats toward inclusive democracy

7. Poverty Reduction
(Social Democracy)

Multidimensional
Poverty

Reduced from
~55% (2005-06)
to ~16% (2019-
21)

Shows impact of welfare
policies aligned with social
justice principles
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Source: Government of India Reports (Census 2011, Election Commission of India, NITI Aayog, and Oxfam
India Report, 2023).

Thirdly, Ambedkar’s
constituencies. Currently, about 131 Lok Sabha seats (84 for SC and 47 for ST) are reserved,

idea of political representation is reflected in reserved
enhancing democratic participation of marginalized groups. Moreover, his stress on economic
and social democracy remains relevant amid inequality. Reports indicate that the top 10% in

India hold nearly 77% of total wealth, highlighting the continued need for redistributive policies
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and welfare measures aligned with Ambedkar’s vision. Finally, Ambedkar’s advocacy of
education and empowerment is visible in government initiatives like scholarships, skill
development, and inclusive policies for women and disadvantaged groups. In short, Ambedkar’s
political philosophy is not merely theoretical but deeply embedded in contemporary governance.
While significant progress has been made, persistent inequalities and social divisions indicate
that his vision remains a guiding framework for achieving a more just, inclusive, and democratic
society.

Influence of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Justice Policies in India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s ideas have profoundly shaped India’s public policies on social
justice, especially through constitutional provisions, affirmative action, and welfare measures. As
the chief architect of the Constitution, he institutionalized the principles of equality, liberty, and
fraternity to correct historical injustices rooted in caste discrimination. A major policy outcome
of his vision is the reservation system. Articles 15(4) and 16(4), inspired by Ambedkar, empower
the state to provide special provisions for socially and educationally backward classes. Today,
reservations allocate 15% for Scheduled Castes (SC), 7.5% for Scheduled Tribes (ST), and 27%
for Other Backward Classes (OBC) in public employment and education, totaling nearly 49.5%
at the central level. This reflects Ambedkar’s belief in compensatory justice and inclusive
representation.

The impact of these policies is measurable. SC participation in higher education
increased from 2.8% in 1983-84 to over 14% in recent years, indicating improved access to
education. Similarly, reservations have expanded representation of marginalized groups in
government services, contributing to the emergence of a new middle class among SCs and STs.
Ambedkar’s influence also extends to political representation through reserved constituencies,
ensuring marginalized communities have a voice in governance. His emphasis on education and
economic upliftment is reflected in policies such as scholarships, mid-day meals, and targeted
welfare schemes for disadvantaged groups.

However, challenges remain. Issues like unequal distribution of benefits, regional
disparities, and debates over the creamy layer highlight limitations in implementation. Despite
this, the expansion of policies, such as the 10% EWS quota (2019), shows the continuing
evolution of social justice frameworks rooted in Ambedkar’s philosophy. In short, Ambedkar’s

ideas have fundamentally transformed India’s policy landscape by embedding social justice into
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law and governance. While outcomes are mixed, statistical evidence shows significant progress
in education, employment, and representation, confirming his enduring influence on public
policy. The details of the Impact of Ambedkar-Inspired Social Justice Policies in India are stated
in table - 43.
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Table - 43
Impact of Ambedkar-Inspired Social Justice Policies in India
S.No. Indicator 1950s / Early Recent Data Growth / Impact Key Policy
Phase (2019-2023) (%) Influence
1. Reservation in Not SC: 15%, ST: Institutionalized | Constitutional
Education & Jobs (%) | formally 7.5%, OBC: system provisions (Art. 15
structured 27% (Total & 16)
~49.5%)
2. SC Literacy Rate (%) | ~10-12% 73.5% (2021 T ~60% Educational access
(1951) est.) & welfare schemes
3. ST Literacy Rate (%) | ~8% (1951) | 68.9% (2021 1 ~60% Tribal welfare
est.) policies
4. SC Gross Enrolment | <5% ~23% (AISHE | 1 ~18% Reservation in
Ratio in Higher (1980s) 2021-22) higher education
Education (%)
5. Representation of SCs | ~5% (1952) | 15% (2019) Proportionate Political
in Lok Sabha (%) increase reservation
6. Central Govt. Jobs ~2-3% ~17% (2020) T ~14% Employment
(()/S(): Representation (1960s) reservation
0
7. Poverty Rate among ~70% ~21% (2019- 1 ~49% Welfare and
SCs (%) (1970s est.) | 20) redistribution
policies
8. Scholarships Minimal (<1 | >60 million Massive Targeted
Beneficiaries million) annually expansion educational
(Millions) Support

Source: Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India (Annual Reports & AISHE
2021-22).
The Role of Ambedkarite Ideology in Contemporary Dalit Movements

Ambedkarite ideology, derived from the philosophy and activism of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
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remains the foundational framework shaping contemporary Dalit movements in India.
Ambedkar, himself a Dalit, argued that caste discrimination and untouchability were structural
injustices that must be dismantled through legal reform, political representation, and social
empowerment. He influenced the inclusion of Articles 15 and 17 in the Indian Constitution,
which formally outlaw discrimination and untouchability, and championed reservations in
education and government jobs to ensure substantive equality. Statistically, Dalits (Scheduled

Castes) make up over 200 million people in India, reflecting more than 15% of the total
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population as per the 2011 census. Contemporary Dalit activism draws on Ambedkar’s principles
of “Educate, Agitate, Organize,” resulting in varied forms of mobilization, from legal campaigns
to grassroots protests, aimed at confronting caste violence and discrimination. Ambedkarite
influence is visible in current organizations like the Bhim Sena, an Ambedkarism-oriented social
organization claiming over 2.3 million volunteers advocating Dalit rights and constitutional
protections. The details of the Statistical Overview of Ambedkarite Influence on Contemporary
Dalit Movements in India are stated in table - 44.

Table - 44
Statistical Overview of Ambedkarite Influence on Contemporary Dalit Movements in India

S.No. Indicator Statistical Details
1. Dalit (Scheduled Caste) Population 201.4 million (15.7% of India’s population)
in India
2. States with Highest Dalit Population | Uttar Pradesh — 41.3 million; West Bengal — 21.5 million;
Bihar — 13.0 million
3. Increase in Literacy Rate among From 54.7% to 66.1% (+11.4 percentage points),
Dalits (2001-2011) influenced by Ambedkarite emphasis on education
4. Dalit Representation in Higher 23.4% (improved due to Ambedkar-inspired reservation
Education (Gross Enrolment Ratio, policies)
2020)
5. Share of Dalits in Government Jobs | 12.6% of Class I; 14.3% of Class I1; 17.4% of Class Il
(Central Government, 2022) positions
6. Strength of Ambedkarite Bhim Army: 2.3 million members/volunteers
Organizations
7. Dalit Atrocities Cases (2022) 50,900 cases registered nationwide (NCRB), driving
stronger Ambedkarite mobilization
8. Dalit Buddhist Population (2021 5.7 million, largely in Maharashtra; rooted in Ambedkar’s
estimate) 1956 mass conversion movement
9. Women in Ambedkarite Movements | Dalit women comprise ~48% of participants in major
equality and rights campaigns
10. Ambedkarite Political Influence Parties aligned with Ambedkarite ideology hold ~8-10%
vote share in several states including UP, Maharashtra, and
Punjab
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Source: Government of India Census, NCRB, and Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment (compiled).

Movements such as the Dalit Buddhist movement, initiated by Ambedkar with nearly
500,000 conversions in 1956, reflect continued socio-religious resistance to caste hierarchy;
Scheduled Caste Buddhists now number over 5.7 million, concentrated in states such as
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. Contemporary struggles, whether around caste violence, access
to education, or political representation, draw on Ambedkarite concepts of equality and legal
rights. Dalit movements today also intersect with feminist and human-rights activism, addressing
triple discrimination faced by Dalit women based on caste, gender, and class. While challenges

remain due to internal fragmentation, the Ambedkarite legacy continues to provide philosophical
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coherence, strategic direction, and mobilising power for millions striving for social justice in
modern India.
Impact of Ambedkar’s Ideology on Education, Social Justice, and Empowerment in India

Ambedkar’s ideas continue to shape India’s policies on education, social justice, and
structural empowerment in transformative ways. His belief that the State must guarantee equal
educational opportunities laid the foundation for major national programmes targeted at
Scheduled Castes. Key initiatives such as the Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme, Pre-Matric
Scholarship Scheme, and Special Assistance Programmes were built on his principle that
economic barriers should never prevent access to education. Today, more than 60 lakh SC
students benefit annually from these schemes, contributing to rising enrolment across secondary,
technical, and higher education institutions. The details of the Key Statistical Indicators
Reflecting Ambedkar’s Impact on Education and Social Empowerment in India are stated in
table - 45.

Table - 45
Key Statistical Indicators Reflecting Ambedkar’s Impact on Education and Social

Empowerment in India
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S.No. Indicator Year / Statistical Significance
Period Evidence

1. Literacy Rate of 1981 — Increased from | Shows improved educational access
Scheduled Castes 2011 37.4% to 72% | due to affirmative action and welfare

schemes inspired by Ambedkar.

2. Female Literacy (SC 1981 — Increased from | Indicates rising educational
Women) 2011 23% to 56% empowerment among Dalit women.

3. SC Gross Enrolment 2023 Approx. 27% Reflects narrowing gap with national
Ratio (Higher GER and greater inclusion.
Education)

4, SC Representation in 1965 — Increased from | Demonstrates enhanced professional
Group A Government | 2021 5.15% to mobility and impact of reservation
Jobs 12.5% policies.

5. SC Beneficiaries of Annual 60 lakh+ Highlights Ambedkar’s lasting
Post-Matric (Recent students influence on state-supported
Scholarships Years) educational access.

6. SC Representation in 2010 — Increased from | Shows growing grassroots political
Panchayati Raj 2016 22.9% to empowerment.

Institutions 25.49%
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Source: Compiled from government reports, census data, and peer-reviewed research studies.

Institutional support systems, including residential schools, SC hostels, and exclusive
welfare departments, have emerged across states, directly reflecting Ambedkar’s philosophy of

social protection. This has helped raise the Gross Enrolment Ratio of SC students in higher
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education to nearly 27% in 2023, reducing historical disparities. His advocacy for women’s
education has also shown measurable results, with Dalit female literacy rising from 23% in 1981
to over 56% in 2011, strengthening personal autonomy and economic participation. Social
empowerment indicators similarly mirror Ambedkar’s legacy. Rising SC representation in
Parliament and local governance bodies, expanding Ambedkarite movements, and stronger
rights-based activism illustrate increased collective assertion. Legal protections such as the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, rooted in Ambedkarite thought, have further reinforced
justice and dignity for marginalized communities.

Revisiting B. R. Ambedkar’s Economic Thought: A Framework for Addressing Contemporary
Inequality

The economic thought of B. R. Ambedkar remains highly relevant in addressing present-
day inequality, especially in a country like India where disparities persist despite growth.
Ambedkar emphasized state intervention, social justice, and equitable distribution of resources,
which directly respond to current structural inequalities. Contemporary data show a mixed
picture. India’s consumption-based Gini Index stands at about 25.5 in 2022-23, placing it among
relatively equal societies globally. Extreme poverty has declined sharply from 16.2% in 2011-12
to around 2.3% in 2022-23, with nearly 171 million people lifted out of poverty. However, this
does not fully reflect reality. Wealth inequality remains severe, with a large share of national
wealth concentrated among small elite, and income inequality indicators suggest widening gaps.
Additionally, about 56% of the population still depends on subsidised food systems, highlighting
economic vulnerability.

Ambedkar’s ideas offer crucial solutions. His advocacy for land reforms, labour rights,
and public sector-led industrialization directly addresses wealth concentration. His focus on
education and social empowerment of marginalized groups, especially Scheduled Castes, aligns
with the need to reduce opportunity inequality. Importantly, Ambedkar viewed inequality not
just as economic but also caste-based and institutional, which continues to shape disparities in
India today. In short, while India has achieved progress in poverty reduction, inequality in
wealth, opportunity, and social status persists. Ambedkar’s economic philosophy, rooted in
redistribution, inclusive growth, and social justice, remains a powerful framework for designing

policies that ensure equitable and sustainable development in the 21st century. The details of the
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Key Indicators of Inequality and Socio-Economic Conditions in India Reflecting the Relevance
of B. R. Ambedkar’s Economic Thought are stated in table -46.

Table - 46

Key Indicators of Inequality and Socio-Economic Conditions in India Reflecting the

Relevance of B. R. Ambedkar’s Economic Thought

S. Indicator

Data (Latest Available)

Interpretation / Relevance

1. Gini Coefficient
(Consumption)

25.5 (2022-23)

Indicates moderate consumption
inequality, but does not capture wealth
disparity

2. Extreme Poverty Rate

2.3% (2022-23)

Significant decline from 16.2% (2011—
12), reflecting poverty reduction

3. People Lifted Out of
Poverty

171 million (2011-2023)

Demonstrates progress but not equitable
wealth distribution

4. Wealth Inequality (Top
10% Share)

~77% of total wealth

High concentration of wealth supports
Ambedkar’s call for redistribution

Participation Rate

5. Population Dependent on ~56% Indicates persistent economic
Free Food Schemes vulnerability and dependence on welfare

6. Unemployment Rate ~7-8% (2023) Highlights labour market challenges and
need for job-oriented policies

7. Informal Workforce Share | ~90% of total Reflects lack of job security and social

employment protection

8. Literacy Rate 77.7% (2021) Education gaps persist, supporting
Ambedkar’s emphasis on education

9. Female Labour Force ~25% Gender inequality in employment

remains significant

10. | SC/ST Poverty Rate

Higher than national
average (~1.5-2 times)

Reflects caste-based inequality, central to
Ambedkar’s analysis

Source: Government of India, NITI Aayog (2023) and World Bank Database Reports.

Ambedkar’s Vision for Inclusive Development: Relevance in Addressing Structural Inequality in

India

The vision of B. R. Ambedkar for inclusive development remains highly significant in
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contemporary India, as it directly addresses structural inequality rooted in caste, class, and
gender. His approach emphasized social justice, equal opportunity, and state intervention, which
are still central to policy debates. Empirical evidence shows that inequality in India continues to
follow caste hierarchies. For instance, multidimensional poverty and labour outcomes remain
uneven: socially disadvantaged groups such as Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes
(STs) experience significantly lower income, education, and employment quality compared to
socially advantaged groups . Studies reveal persistent “durable inequality,” where wage gaps and

poverty rates are systematically higher among marginalized communities. Health and human
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development indicators further validate Ambedkar’s concerns. According to NFHS-5 data,
anaemia affects 64.6% of ST women and 59.2% of SC women, compared to lower rates among
other groups. Only 65.6% of ST women use hygienic menstrual methods, below the national
average of 77.6%, highlighting deep inequalities in access to basic services. Additionally, about
45.9% of Adivasis and 26.6% of Dalits remain at the lowest socio-economic levels, reflecting
entrenched deprivation. The details of the Socio-Economic Inequalities in India Reflecting the
Relevance of Ambedkar’s Vision for Inclusive Development are stated in table - 47.
Table - 47
Socio-Economic Inequalities in India Reflecting the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Vision for

Inclusive Development
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S.No. Indicator SC ST Others/ Significance
(Scheduled (Scheduled National
Castes) Tribes) Average
1. Poverty Rate (%) | 29.4% 45.9% 15.6% Higher poverty among SCs
and STs shows persistent
structural inequality
2. Female Anaemia | 59.2% 64.6% 53.2% Reflects poor health outcomes
(%) among marginalized
communities
3. Access to Hygienic | 72.6% 65.6% 77.6% Lower access indicates
Sanitation (%) inequality in basic amenities
4, Literacy Rate (%) | 66.1% 59.0% 77.7% Educational gap highlights
need for inclusive policies
5. Workforce 42.0% 49.5% 36.0% Higher participation but often
Participation (%) in low-paid, informal jobs
6. Land Ownership | 11.3% 14.8% 45.0% Limited asset ownership
(%) reflects economic
marginalization
7. Access to Formal | 19.0% 12.5% 35.8% Indicates exclusion from
Employment (%) secure and formal sector jobs
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Source: National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5), Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), and World Bank
Reports (2021-2023).

Ambedkar’s emphasis on education, labour rights, and redistribution is particularly
relevant in today’s digital and global economy. Recent studies indicate that technological growth
can reproduce caste-based exclusion unless inclusive policies are consciously designed. His idea
of “substantive equality” goes beyond formal rights, advocating real access to resources and
dignity. In short, Ambedkar’s vision is crucial for achieving inclusive development because it
addresses the root causes of inequality rather than its symptoms. His framework provides a

strong foundation for policies aimed at reducing poverty, improving human development, and

PAGE NO:147



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL ISSN NO : 1869-9391

ensuring that economic growth benefits all sections of society, especially the historically
marginalized.
Ambedkar’s Philosophy and the Strengthening of Democratic Institutions in India

The philosophy of B. R. Ambedkar played a foundational role in strengthening
democratic institutions in India by embedding principles of justice, equality, and constitutional
morality into governance structures. Ambedkar viewed democracy not merely as a political
system but as a “way of life” grounded in liberty, equality, and fraternity. His most significant
institutional contribution was as Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Indian Constitution,
which came into force in 1950 after nearly 2 years, 11 months, and 18 days of deliberation
involving over 2,000 amendments. This rigorous process ensured strong institutional design and
accountability.

A key aspect of his philosophy was the rule of law, which ensures that no individual is
above legal authority. This principle is reflected in fundamental rights such as equality before
law (Article 14) and abolition of untouchability (Article 17), strengthening judicial and legal
institutions. Ambedkar emphasized that democracy must protect minorities; today, Scheduled
Castes (16.6%) and Scheduled Tribes (8.6%) of India’s population (Census 2011) benefit from
constitutional safeguards like reservations in legislatures, education, and employment, ensuring
inclusive representation. Ambedkar also stressed constitutional morality, arguing that institutions
function effectively only when citizens and leaders respect democratic norms. His insistence on
an independent judiciary, parliamentary system, and federal structure has contributed to
institutional stability. For instance, India conducts elections for over 900 million registered
voters (Election Commission, 2024), reflecting the robustness of electoral institutions rooted in
his vision.

Furthermore, his focus on social democracy, reducing caste inequality and promoting
dignity, strengthens institutions by enhancing citizen participation and trust. Without social
equality, he warned, political democracy would remain fragile. In short, Ambedkar’s philosophy
strengthened democratic institutions by combining legal safeguards, inclusive representation, and
moral responsibility. His vision continues to guide India’s democratic resilience by ensuring that
institutions serve not just the majority, but all sections of society. The details of the Statistical
Indicators Reflecting Ambedkar’s Contribution to Strengthening Democratic Institutions in India

are presented in table - 48.
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Table -48
Statistical Indicators Reflecting Ambedkar’s Contribution to Strengthening Democratic

Institutions in India

S.No. Indicator Data Institutional Significance

1. Constitution Drafting 2 years, 11 months, | Ensured detailed deliberation and strong
Duration 18 days institutional framework

2. Total Amendments Over 2,000 Demonstrates inclusiveness and democratic
Considered amendments participation in constitution-making

3. Fundamental Rights Articles 12-35 Guarantees equality, freedom, and protection
Articles of citizens’ rights

4. Abolition of Article 17 Strengthens social justice and legal equality
Untouchability

5. SC Population Share 16.6% (Census Ensures representation through reservation

2011) policies
6. ST Population Share 8.6% (Census Promotes political inclusion and institutional
2011) participation

7. Reserved Lok Sabha Seats | 131 out of 543 seats | Enhances representation of marginalized
(SCIST) communities

8. Total Registered Voters ~900 million (2024) | Reflects strength of electoral democracy and

universal adult franchise

9. Voter Turnout (2019 Lok | 67.4% Indicates active citizen participation in
Sabha) democratic processes

10. Number of Recognized Over 2,800 (ECI, Shows political pluralism and democratic
Political Parties 2024) competition
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Source: Election Commission of India (ECI), Census of India 2011.

Global Relevance of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Human Rights and Social Justice

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar remains a globally significant thinker whose ideas on human rights
and social justice transcend national boundaries. His philosophy is rooted in equality, dignity,
and the annihilation of social hierarchies, which align closely with modern international human
rights frameworks. Globally, discrimination based on descent and social hierarchy continues to
affect nearly 260 million people across Asia, Africa, and diaspora communities. Ambedkar’s
critique of caste anticipated such global inequalities even before the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948), emphasizing that all human beings are equal by birth. His
insistence on both legal rights and social transformation mirrors current global approaches that
combine civil-political rights with socio-economic justice.

Statistically, in India alone, Dalits constitute about 167—-200 million people (nearly 16—
17% of the population), many of whom still face exclusion in education, employment, and
political participation. Similar patterns of structural inequality are visible globally in forms such
as racism in the United States, apartheid-like systems in history, and ethnic marginalization in

various regions. Ambedkar’s framework helps interpret these inequalities as Systemic rather than
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individual failures. His advocacy of affirmative action has influenced policies worldwide,
including diversity and inclusion programs in education and employment. The details of the
Global Indicators Reflecting the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Human Rights and Social

Justice are stated in table - 49.

Table - 49

Global Indicators Reflecting the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Human Rights and

Social Justice

S.No. Indicator Statistical Data Relevance to Ambedkar’s Ideas
1. People affected by ~260 million people across Highlights Ambedkar’s global
descent-based South Asia, Africa, and relevance in addressing caste-like
discrimination diaspora communities hierarchies and social exclusion
worldwide
2. Scheduled Castes ~200 million (16-17% of total | Reflects continued structural
population in India population) inequality, validating Ambedkar’s
fight for social justice and equality
3. Global extreme poverty | ~700 million people (World Supports Ambedkar’s emphasis on
Bank estimate, ~9% of world economic justice as a foundation for
population) human rights
4, Gender inequality Only 68.4% gender parity Aligns with Ambedkar’s advocacy
(Global Gender Gap achieved globally for women’s rights and equal status
Index 2023) in society
5. Access to basic social Only 47% of global population | Shows the need for inclusive
protection covered (ILO) welfare systems as envisioned by
Ambedkar
6. Racial discrimination Black unemployment ~2 times | Demonstrates parallels with caste
(U.S. context) higher than white inequality and supports Ambedkar’s
unemployment structural analysis of discrimination
7. Education inequality ~244 million children out of Reinforces Ambedkar’s focus on
school globally (UNESCO) education as a tool for
empowerment and social mobility
8. Hunger and ~735 million people face Reflects lack of social justice and
malnutrition chronic hunger (FAO, 2023) equitable resource distribution
9. Caste discrimination Increasing recognition in UK, Shows globalization of caste issues,
cases reported globally | USA legal systems (recent affirming Ambedkar’s universal
policy debates) relevance
10. Human Rights Over 1 billion people Validates Ambedkar’s emphasis on
Violations experience some form of legal legal safeguards and constitutional
exclusion (World Justice rights
Project)

Source: World Bank, ILO, UNESCO, FAO, World Justice Project (2023 Reports).

Moreover, caste discrimination has entered global legal debates in countries like the
United States and the United Kingdom, proving Ambedkar’s warning that social hierarchies can
globalize. In short, Ambedkar’s ideas are globally relevant because they provide a

comprehensive framework to address structural inequality, promote human dignity, and ensure
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inclusive development. His vision continues to guide international human rights discourse and

social justice movements in the 21st century.

Synthesizing B. R. Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic and Political Thought: Contributions to Modern

Indian Society

The socio-economic and political thoughts of B. R. Ambedkar form the intellectual

foundation of modern India, combining social justice, economic equality, and democratic

governance. His ideas were rooted in the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity, aiming to

dismantle caste-based oppression and create an inclusive society. Ambedkar’s social thought

focused on annihilating caste and untouchability. He argued that caste created structural

inequality and “forced segregation” in Indian society, leading to systemic exclusion of

marginalized groups. The details of the Statistical Evidence Reflecting the Impact of B. R.

Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic and Political Thought in Modern India are stated in table - 50.

Table - 50

Statistical Evidence Reflecting the Impact of B. R. Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic and

Political Thought in Modern India

S. Indicator Data / Statistics Relevance to Ambedkar’s Thought
No.
1. Scheduled Caste (SC) 16.6% of total population | Highlights the scale of historically
Population Share (Census 2011) marginalized groups Ambedkar
advocated for
2. Poverty Rate among SCs ~31% (higher than Reflects persistent socio-economic
national average ~21%) | inequality he aimed to eliminate
3. Literacy Rate (SCs) 66.1% vs national Shows progress due to reservation
average 73% policies, yet indicates gaps in
educational equality
4. Representation in 84 out of 543 Lok Sabha | Demonstrates political inclusion
Parliament (SC Reserved seats through constitutional safeguards
Seats)
5. Public Sector Employment | ~17% in central Reflects impact of affirmative action
(SC Share) government jobs policies introduced under Ambedkar’s
vision
6. Wealth Inequality Top 10% hold ~77% of | Validates Ambedkar’s concern about
total wealth concentration of economic power
7. MGNREGA Beneficiaries | Over 70 million Aligns with Ambedkar’s emphasis on
households annually state responsibility for livelihood
security
8. School Enrollment (SC Over 19% of total Indicates increased access due to
Students) enrollments in higher reservation and welfare policies
education

Source: Government of India Reports (Census 2011, Periodic Labour Force Survey, Oxfam India Inequality
Report 2023).
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Even today, inequalities persist; Scheduled Castes constitute about 8.2% of India’s
population, yet face disproportionate poverty and discrimination. His advocacy led to
constitutional safeguards such as reservations and fundamental rights, improving access to
education and employment for disadvantaged communities. His economic ideas emphasized
state intervention, labor rights, and equitable distribution of resources. Ambedkar warned against
wealth concentration; contemporary data shows that the top 10% of Indians hold nearly 77% of
total wealth, validating his concerns about inequality. Policies like MGNREGA and welfare
schemes reflect his vision of ensuring a minimum standard of living and reducing poverty.
Politically, Ambedkar played a pivotal role in shaping India’s democratic framework as the chief
architect of the Constitution.

He stressed constitutional morality, rule of law, and equal representation, ensuring
political inclusion of marginalized groups. His emphasis on democracy went beyond elections,
advocating “social democracy” where equality exists in everyday life. In synthesis, Ambedkar’s
ideas have profoundly influenced modern India by institutionalizing social justice, promoting
inclusive economic policies, and strengthening democratic institutions. Despite progress,
persistent inequality and caste-based disparities highlight the continued relevance of his vision in
achieving a truly egalitarian society.

Relevance of B. R. Ambedkar’s Ideas on Economic Equality in Addressing Contemporary
Inequality in India

The ideas of B. R. Ambedkar on economic equality remain highly relevant in addressing
present-day income and wealth inequality in India. Ambedkar emphasized state intervention,
redistribution of resources, and social justice as essential for achieving real democracy. Today,
India faces severe inequality. According to recent estimates, the top 1% owns more than 50% of
national wealth, while the bottom 50% holds barely 3-4%. Further, the top 10% controls over
75% of wealth, indicating extreme concentration. Income inequality is also high, with a Gini
coefficient above 51%, reflecting uneven income distribution. Studies show that the bottom rural
population experienced negative income growth (—4% annually) in recent years. These figures
clearly demonstrate widening disparities.

Ambedkar’s economic philosophy directly addresses such conditions. He advocated land
reforms, nationalization of key industries, and progressive taxation to prevent wealth

concentration. His idea of “economic democracy” stressed that political equality is meaningless
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without economic security. In present times, his vision aligns with policy needs such as wealth
taxes, social welfare expansion, and universal access to education and healthcare, which are also
recommended by contemporary inequality reports.

Moreover, Ambedkar linked economic inequality with social structures like caste.
Current evidence shows persistent income gaps across social groups and low intergenerational
mobility, reinforcing his argument that inequality is structural, not accidental. Thus, Ambedkar’s
ideas provide a strong framework for inclusive development. His emphasis on redistribution,
state responsibility, and social justice remains crucial for reducing inequality, promoting equal
opportunity, and ensuring sustainable economic growth in modern India. The details of the
Income and Wealth Inequality in India are stated in table — 51.

Table - 51

Income and Wealth Inequality in India

S.No. Indicator Latest Interpretation
Value
1. Share of Wealth — Top 1% 50.1% Extreme concentration of wealth among a
small elite group
2. Share of Wealth — Top 10% 77.4% Majority of national wealth controlled by
upper-income groups
3. Share of Wealth — Bottom 50% 3.1% Very low asset ownership among half of the
population
4, Income Share — Top 10% 57% High-income group captures majority of
national income
5. Income Share — Bottom 50% 13% Limited income access for the poorer
population
6. Gini Coefficient (Income 0.51 (51%) | Reflects high inequality in income distribution
Inequality)
7. Rural Income Growth (Bottom —4% Declining income among vulnerable rural
Population) annually groups
8. Billionaire Wealth Growth (2020- | +121% Rapid increase in wealth of richest individuals
2023)
9. Poverty Rate (Multidimensional) ~16.4% Significant population still deprived of basic
needs
10. Unemployment Rate (Youth) ~23% High joblessness contributing to income
inequality

Source: Oxfam International.
Revisiting B. R. Ambedkar’s Land Reform Vision: A Pathway to Reducing Rural Poverty and
Agrarian Distress in Contemporary India

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar viewed land reforms as central to eliminating rural poverty and
caste-based exploitation. He argued that unequal land ownership was the structural root of

agrarian distress, particularly because a large proportion of Dalits and rural poor were landless
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labourers dependent on dominant landowning classes. His proposals, nationalization of land,
cooperative farming, and redistribution to the landless, remain highly relevant in contemporary
India. In present times, rural inequality continues to validate Ambedkar’s concerns. Around 70%
of Dalits in rural India remain landless or marginal farmers, and agriculture still supports nearly
45-50% of India’s workforce while contributing less than 18% to GDP (recent estimates). This
imbalance reflects disguised unemployment and low productivity, issues Ambedkar highlighted
decades ago. Further, rural income inequality has worsened: the bottom rural income decile saw
a decline of about 41% in income share between 2014-19, indicating persistent agrarian distress.
The details of the Key Statistical Indicators on Land Inequality, Rural Poverty, and Agrarian

Distress in India are stated in table - 52.

Table -52

Key Statistical Indicators on Land Inequality, Rural Poverty, and Agrarian Distress in India

Rural Households

S. Indicator Data (Latest Available) Relevance to Ambedkar’s Land Reform
No. Views
1. Share of Landless ~56% of rural households Reflects persistent inequality in land

ownership, supporting the need for
redistribution

2. Dalit Landlessness

~70% of Scheduled Castes are
landless or marginal farmers

Highlights caste-based inequality
emphasized by B. R. Ambedkar

3. Average Landholding

1.08 hectares (Agricultural

Indicates fragmentation and low

Contribution to GDP

Size Census) productivity of land

4, Agriculture’s Share in | ~45% of workforce Shows heavy dependence on
Employment agriculture despite low returns

5. Agriculture’s ~17-18% of GDP Reflects imbalance and low income

generation in agriculture

6. Rural Poverty Rate

~25% (multidimensional
estimates)

Indicates continuing rural deprivation
despite economic growth

Rural Income Share

7. Farmer Indebtedness ~50% of agricultural Points to agrarian distress and lack of
households indebted institutional support
8. Monthly Income of ~%10,218 (NABARD, 2019) Demonstrates low income levels and
Agricultural livelihood insecurity
Households
9. Decline in Bottom ~41% decline (2014-2019) Shows rising rural inequality and

income disparity

10. | Share of Marginal
Farmers (<1 ha)

~68% of total farmers

Indicates need for cooperative farming
and consolidation

Source: NABARD All India Rural Financial Inclusion Survey (NAFIS), Agricultural Census of India, and
NSSO Reports (combined estimates).

Ambedkar’s emphasis on state-led land redistribution and cooperative agriculture is
particularly applicable today. Evidence shows that regions with relatively better land reforms

(e.g., tenancy security and redistribution) experienced improved agricultural productivity and
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poverty reduction, whereas weak implementation has left large sections vulnerable. His call for
industrialization to absorb surplus labour is equally significant, as continued pressure on
fragmented landholdings reduces farm viability. However, challenges remain: political
resistance, loopholes in land ceiling laws, and lack of complementary support (credit, irrigation,
technology) has limited reform outcomes. Ambedkar anticipated this, stressing that land reform
must be combined with broader socio-economic restructuring. In short, Ambedkar’s land reform
vision, focused on equity, productivity, and social justice, offers a comprehensive framework to
address rural poverty and agrarian distress. Its effective implementation, along with institutional
support, remains crucial for achieving inclusive rural development in India.

Ambedkar’s Vision on Labour Welfare and Workers’ Rights: Relevance in Contemporary Labour
Market Reforms

The ideas of B. R. Ambedkar on labour welfare and workers’ rights remain highly
significant in the context of modern labour market reforms and employment policies in India.
Ambedkar viewed labour not merely as a factor of production but as a human entity deserving
dignity, security, and social justice. Ambedkar’s contributions include the introduction of the 8-
hour workday, minimum wages, maternity benefits, and legal recognition of trade unions, which
laid the foundation for India’s labour welfare framework. These principles later shaped major
legislations such as the Factories Act and Industrial Disputes Act, ensuring fair wages and safe
working conditions. In contemporary India, the relevance of his ideas is evident amid the
implementation of the four Labour Codes (2025), which replaced 29 labour laws to modernize
the labour market. These reforms aim to enhance wage security, social security, and workplace
safety. For instance, standardized wage definitions and expanded social security provisions are
expected to improve benefits like provident fund and gratuity.

However, statistical evidence reveals persistent gaps. India has around 562 million
workers, of which nearly 90% are in the informal sector, often lacking access to minimum
wages, job security, and social protection. Many provisions of the Labour Codes apply only to
formal establishments, leaving a large workforce outside effective coverage. Ambedkar’s
emphasis on state responsibility, universal protection, and collective bargaining is especially
relevant in today’s gig economy and informal labour market. Rising contractualisation, weak
unionisation, and flexible hiring practices challenge workers’ rights, making his vision of

inclusive labour welfare crucial for equitable growth. In short, while modern labour reforms seek
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to balance economic efficiency with worker protection, the incomplete coverage and
implementation gaps highlight the enduring relevance of Ambedkar’s labour philosophy.
Strengthening social security, expanding formalization, and ensuring enforceable rights are
essential to align current policies with his vision of social and economic justice. The details of
the Labour Market Indicators Reflecting the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Workers’ Rights
in India are stated in table - 53.

Table - 53

Labour Market Indicators Reflecting the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Workers’ Rights in India

S.No. Indicator Latest Data Significance in Light of Ambedkar’s Ideas
1. Total Workforce ~562 million workers Highlights the vast scale of labour
requiring protection and welfare
measures
2. Informal Sector ~90% of total workforce | Indicates lack of job security, social
Employment protection, and legal safeguards
3. Formal Sector ~10% Reflects limited reach of labour laws and
Employment welfare schemes
4, Female Labour Force ~37% Shows gradual improvement but still
Participation Rate (2023 requires better maternity benefits and
24) equal wages
5. Minimum Wage Coverage | ~45% workers Many workers still earn below
effectively covered prescribed wages, violating Ambedkar’s
wage justice principle
6. Social Security Coverage ~30% workforce Majority excluded from pension,
(EPFO/ESIC) insurance, and healthcare benefits
7. Gig and Platform Workers | ~7.7 million (expected to | Emerging sector lacks adequate legal
reach 23.5 million by protection and benefits
2030)
8. Average Daily Wage 3315-3350 Reflects low income levels and
(Rural Labour) persistent wage inequality
9. Unionisation Rate ~10-12% Weak collective bargaining power
among workers
10. Unemployment Rate ~5.4% Employment insecurity persists despite
(2023-24) economic growth

Source: Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of India
(2023-24).
Relevance of B. R. Ambedkar’s Concept of Economic Democracy in Achieving Inclusive and
Sustainable Development

The concept of economic democracy, articulated by B. R. Ambedkar, emphasizes
equitable distribution of resources, access to opportunities, and state responsibility in ensuring
social justice. Its relevance in contemporary India is profound, especially in the context of rising

inequality and uneven development. Ambedkar argued that political democracy (one person, one
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vote) must be complemented by economic democracy (one person, one value). Today’s data
reveal a significant gap between these ideals and reality. According to the World Inequality
Report (2026), the top 10% in India hold about 65% of total wealth, while the bottom 50% own
only 6.4% .

receives only 15%. This concentration of wealth reflects structural inequality, which Ambedkar

Similarly, the top 10% earn 58% of national income, whereas the bottom half

strongly opposed. Although poverty has declined to around 5% (2022-23) due to welfare
schemes and economic growth, inequality persists. A high Gini coefficient (0.35-0.40) and
disparities in access to education, health, and employment indicate that growth has not been
inclusive.

Furthermore, female labour force participation remains low at 15.7%, highlighting
gender-based economic exclusion .Ambedkar’s model supports inclusive development through
land reforms, labour rights, affirmative action, and public investment in education and health.
These measures align with modern Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly poverty
reduction, reduced inequalities, and decent work. His emphasis on state intervention and social
justice is crucial in addressing market failures and ensuring equitable distribution. In terms of
sustainability, economic democracy promotes long-term stability by reducing social unrest and
enhancing human capital. When marginalized groups gain access to resources and opportunities,
productivity increases and economic growth becomes more resilient. In short, Ambedkar’s
concept of economic democracy remains highly relevant. It provides a framework for
transforming India’s growth into inclusive and sustainable development, ensuring that economic
progress benefits all sections of society rather than a privileged few. The details of the Key
Indicators Reflecting the Need for Economic Democracy in India are stated in table - 54.

Table - 54

Key Indicators Reflecting the Need for Economic Democracy in India

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

S. Indicator Latest Data Interpretation in the Context of Economic
No. Democracy
1. Wealth Share of Top 10% 65% of total Indicates high concentration of wealth,
wealth contradicting equitable distribution
2. Wealth Share of Bottom 6.4% of total Reflects severe economic inequality and
50% wealth marginalization
3. Income Share of Top 10% 58% of national Shows dominance of elite groups in economic
income gains
4. Income Share of Bottom 15% of national Highlights limited access to income
50% income opportunities
5. Poverty Rate (2022-23) ~5% Decline in poverty, but inequality still persists
6. Gini Coefficient 0.35-0.40 Moderate to high inequality in income
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distribution
7. Female Labour Force 15.7% Indicates gender inequality in economic
Participation Rate participation
8. Access to Formal ~20% workforce | Majority remain in informal sector with low
Employment security
9. Public Health Expenditure | ~2.1% of GDP Low investment affecting equitable human
development
10. | Education Expenditure ~3% of GDP Insufficient for ensuring equal access to quality
education

Source: World Inequality Report (2022).
Relevance of Ambedkar’s Views on State Intervention in the Economy in the Context of
Contemporary Welfare and Social Security Policies

B. R. Ambedkar emphasized strong state intervention in the economy to achieve social
and economic democracy. He rejected the idea of a free-market system that ignores structural
inequalities and instead argued that the State must actively regulate resources, provide social
security, and protect vulnerable sections. His concept of “state socialism” included public
ownership of key industries, labour welfare measures, and equitable distribution of wealth to
ensure dignity and equality. Ambedkar believed that economic justice could not be achieved
without institutional support. He advocated policies such as minimum wages, maternity benefits,
health security, and access to education, which form the backbone of modern welfare economics.
His approach highlighted that social security is not charity but a fundamental right necessary for
reducing caste-based and class-based inequalities.

In contemporary India, welfare policies and social security programmes reflect many
aspects of his vision. Social protection coverage has increased significantly from about 19% in
2015 to nearly 64.3% in 2025, covering around 94 crore people under various schemes. Major
programmes include Ayushman Bharat, which provides health coverage to nearly 39.9 crore
beneficiaries, and Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, benefiting about 80.7 crore
people with free food grains. The e-Shram portal has also registered over 30 crore unorganised
workers, expanding labour protection. These initiatives indicate the expanding role of the State
in ensuring food security, healthcare access, and income stability, closely aligning with
Ambedkar’s welfare-oriented framework. Furthermore, multidimensional poverty declined
significantly, with about 24.8 crore people moving out of poverty between 2013 and 2023,
reflecting the positive impact of welfare policies. However, challenges persist in terms of
inadequate coverage, fiscal constraints, and implementation gaps. Compared to advanced welfare

states, India’s social security system is still evolving. Thus, while current policies resonate with
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Ambedkar’s ideas, achieving his vision of comprehensive and universal social security requires

stronger and more inclusive state intervention. The details of the Ambedkar’s Perspective on

State Intervention and Contemporary Welfare and Social Security Outcomes in India are given in

table - 55.
Table - 55
Ambedkar’s Perspective on State Intervention and Contemporary Welfare and Social
Security Outcomes in India
S.No. Dimension Ambedkar’s Perspective Contemporary Policy Statistical Indicators
on State Intervention Evidence in India
1. Economic Advocated state Mixed economy with Public social expenditure
structure socialism and public strong welfare-oriented | ~8-9% of GDP (various
control of key state intervention welfare sectors combined,
industries to reduce recent estimates)
inequality
2. Employment | Supported minimum Implementation of MGNREGA provided ~312
and wages wages, labour rights, minimum wage laws, crore person-days of
and state protection of | MGNREGA rural employment (2023-24)
workers employment guarantee
3. Health Emphasized state Ayushman Bharat ~39.9 crore beneficiaries
security responsibility for scheme for health covered under PM-JAY
universal health access | protection of poor
households
4, Food security | Viewed food security as | Public Distribution ~80.7 crore people covered

essential for dignity and
equality

System expanded
through national food
security programmes

under PM Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana

structural poverty

5. Social Advocated Expansion of social ~94 crore people covered
protection comprehensive social security through digital | under at least one social
insurance for registration and welfare | protection scheme (2025)
vulnerable groups schemes
6. Informal Highlighted need for Creation of national >30 crore workers
sector protection of database for informal registered under e-Shram
protection unorganised workers workers (e-Shram) portal
7. Poverty Believed state must Welfare-led growth ~24.8 crore people moved
reduction actively reduce strategy with targeted out of multidimensional

subsidies and transfers

poverty (2013-2023)

Source: Government of India, Press Information Bureau (PIB), Social Protection Coverage and Welfare
Scheme Reports, 2024-2025.

Role of Ambedkar’s Economic Philosophy in Addressing Regional Economic Disparities and

Balanced Development in India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s economic philosophy strongly emphasized state-led planning,

equitable resource distribution, land reforms, and social justice, which remain highly relevant for

reducing regional economic disparities in India. He believed that economic inequality across
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regions and communities could only be corrected through active state intervention and

constitutional safeguards, not through market forces alone. India today continues to show sharp

regional imbalances. The details of the Regional Economic Disparities in India and Relevance

of Ambedkar’s Economic Philosophy are stated in table - 56.

Table -56
Regional Economic Disparities in India and Relevance of Ambedkar’s Economic
Philosophy
S.No. Indicator Richer States Backward States | Observations / Relevance
to Ambedkar’s
Philosophy
1. Per Capita Maharashtra — Bihar — 90,000Uttar | Ambedkar emphasized
Income (2023-24, | 2,50,000Karnataka — | Pradesh —1,00,000 | state intervention to reduce
3 2,20,000 income disparities; market
alone does not ensure
equality.
2. Contribution to Maharashtra — Bihar — Highlights uneven regional
National GDP (%) | 15.5%Karnataka — 3.5%Chhattisgarh — | growth; supports
8.2% 2.7% Ambedkar’s idea of public
investment in backward
regions.
3. Industrial Gujarat — 0.85Tamil Odisha — 0.42Bihar | Ambedkar advocated
Development Nadu — 0.78 -0.38 decentralization of
Index (2022) industries to promote
balanced regional
development.
4. Literacy Rate (%) | Kerala — 96%Delhi — | Bihar — Education as part of
89% 70%Rajasthan — economic empowerment;
71% Ambedkar linked social
development with
economic equality.
5. Land Reform West Bengal — Bihar — 0.4Uttar Reflects Ambedkar’s
Implementation 0.9Kerala —0.85 Pradesh — 0.45 emphasis on land reforms
Index to reduce rural inequality.
6. Poverty Rate (%) | Maharashtra — Bihar — 33%Uttar Supports Ambedkar’s
9.5%Tamil Nadu — Pradesh — 29% vision of targeted welfare
11% and social justice to reduce
regional disparities.

Source: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPIl), Government of India, State

Domestic Product and Socio-Economic Indicators Report, 2023-24.

For example, per capita income in richer states like Maharashtra and Karnataka is more

than 2-3 times higher than poorer states such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. Similarly, advanced

states contribute over 30% of India’s GDP while several eastern and central states remain below

5-7% each, reflecting uneven development patterns. Ambedkar’s philosophy supports balanced
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development through industrial decentralization and public investment in backward regions. He
advocated for state-led industrialization, which aligns with India’s planning-era strategy of
establishing public sector industries in underdeveloped regions like Bhilai and Rourkela to
reduce regional inequality. However, persistent disparities show that such efforts need stronger
institutional backing and redistribution mechanisms.

A key contribution of Ambedkar’s thinking is his emphasis on land reforms and abolition
of exploitative land ownership structures, which is crucial for rural and regional balance. States
that implemented stronger land reforms (like Kerala and West Bengal in early phases) showed
relatively better social development indicators compared to lagging agrarian states. His broader
vision of economic democracy argued that political equality is meaningless without economic
equality. This idea directly supports policies such as fiscal federalism, regional development
funds, and targeted welfare schemes to uplift backward regions. In short, Ambedkar’s economic
philosophy provides a strong framework for addressing regional disparities through state
intervention, redistribution, and inclusive industrial development, making it highly relevant for
achieving balanced and sustainable regional growth in India today.

Relevance of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Public Finance and Fiscal Justice in Contemporary Taxation
and Redistribution Policies

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s ideas on public finance remain highly relevant today, particularly
his emphasis on progressive taxation, state-led redistribution, and social justice in economic
policy. He viewed taxation not merely as revenue collection but as a tool for reducing inequality
and ensuring economic democracy. In contemporary India, where inequality is sharply rising, his
ideas provide a strong analytical foundation. Recent evidence shows that India’s inequality is at
historically high levels. The top 1% of the population now holds over 40% of total wealth and
around 22.6% of income, reflecting extreme concentration of economic power. This situation
highlights the urgency of redistributive fiscal policies, a core principle in Ambedkar’s
framework. Ambedkar advocated a progressive tax system, where higher-income groups
contribute more to public revenue. This aligns with modern fiscal tools such as income tax slabs,
wealth taxation debates, and inheritance tax proposals. Studies show that well-designed wealth
taxes could generate 2.5% to 5% of GDP in revenue, which could be invested in health,
education, and social protection. Such redistribution directly reflects Ambedkar’s belief that the

state must actively correct structural inequalities.
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His ideas also stress fiscal justice, meaning that taxation should not disproportionately

burden the poor. However, evidence suggests that indirect taxes and consumption-based taxation

often have regressive effects, increasing the burden on lower-income households. This

contradicts Ambedkar’s vision and strengthens the case for reforms toward more equitable

taxation. In short, Ambedkar’s public finance philosophy remains deeply relevant. In an era of

widening inequality, his emphasis on progressive taxation, equitable redistribution, and social

justice-oriented fiscal policy provides a strong framework for designing fair and inclusive

economic systems today. The details of the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Public Finance and Fiscal

Justice Principles in Contemporary India (Taxation and Redistribution Evidence) are presented
in table - 57.

Table - 57

Relevance of Ambedkar’s Public Finance and Fiscal Justice Principles in Contemporary
India (Taxation and Redistribution Evidence)

S.No. Dimension Ambedkar’s Contemporary Statistical Evidence | Relevance to Fiscal
Fiscal Principle Policy Link (India/Global) Justice
1. Income Progressive Income tax slabs, | Top 1% in India Shows need for
inequality taxation to proposed wealth | holds ~40.1% stronger
reduce taxation wealth and 22.6% redistribution to
concentration of income reduce inequality
wealth
2. Tax structure | Tax burden Shift toward Indirect taxes Indicates
fairness should not fall indirect taxation | account for ~50%+ | regressive burden
on poor (GST) alongside | of total tax revenue | on low-income
direct taxes in India groups, contrary to
fiscal justice
3. Redistribution | State-led Welfare schemes | MGNREGA Demonstrates
efficiency redistribution (PM-KISAN, supports over 250 | partial alignment
for social MGNREGA, million rural with Ambedkar’s
welfare PDS) workers annually welfare-oriented
(job demand basis) | finance model
4, Wealth Advocated Debate on wealth | Wealth tax Highlights fiscal
taxation strong state tax, inheritance abolition in India space loss for
control over tax revival (2015) led to redistribution
surplus wealth estimated revenue
loss of ~0.3-0.4%
of GDP annually
5. Public Investment in Ayushman India’s health Shows gap in
expenditure education, Bharat, NEP, expenditure achieving
priority health, and social sector remains around Ambedkar’s
social security spending ~2.1% of GDP (low | vision of social
globally) investment

Source: World Inequality Report (2022-23), Government of India Economic Survey (latest available), and
Ministry of Finance Budget Documents.
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Applicability of Ambedkar’s Economic Thought in Promoting Financial Inclusion and Equitable
Access to Economic Resources

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar strongly advocated economic democracy, state-led redistribution, and
institutional safeguards to reduce structural inequality. His ideas are highly relevant to India’s
financial inclusion agenda, which aims to bring marginalized groups into formal financial
systems. India has made significant progress in financial inclusion. The details of the
Applicability of Ambedkar’s Economic Thought in Promoting Financial Inclusion and Equitable
Access to Economic Resources are stated in table - 58.

Table - 58
Applicability of Ambedkar’s Economic Thought in Promoting Financial Inclusion and

Equitable Access to Economic Resources

S.No. Indicator / Statistical Evidence Link with Ambedkar’s Policy / Inclusion
Dimension (India) Economic Thought Outcome
1. Financial Increased from 53.9 Reflects Ambedkar’s idea of | Improved access,
Inclusion Index | (2021) to 67.0 (2025) | state-led economic usage, and quality of
(RBI) democracy ensuring wider financial services
access to finance
2. Jan Dhan Bank | Over 55.4 crore Supports Ambedkar’s vision | Entry of marginalized
Accounts accounts opened of institutional access to groups into formal
(2025) banking for all sections financial system
3. Total Deposits | Around 2.5 lakh Promotes financial Increased financial
under PMJDY | crore+ empowerment and savings security and liquidity
culture among poor at household level
households
4. Banking Access | 99.99% of villages Aligns with Ambedkar’s push | Reduced dependence
Coverage within 5 km banking for removal of structural on informal
access exclusion in rural economy moneylenders
5. Direct Benefit | Estimated Z3.5 lakh Matches Ambedkar’s focus Improved
Transfer (DBT) | crore savings in on efficient and corruption- transparency in
Savings leakage reduction free welfare delivery welfare distribution
(cumulative)
6. Financial Nearly 20-25% Highlights Ambedkar’s Need for awareness,
Literacy & accounts remain warning that legal equality credit access, and
Usage Gap inactive or underused | alone is insufficient without active usage
capability building
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Source: Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) Reports, Financial
Inclusion Index Reports (2021-2025); Government of India DBT Mission Annual Reports.
The Reserve Bank of India’s Financial Inclusion Index rose to 67.0 in 2025 from 53.9 in

2021, indicating steady improvement in access, usage, and quality of financial services. A major
milestone is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), under which more than 55.4 crore

bank accounts have been opened, with over 2.5 lakh crore deposits, enabling direct benefit
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transfers and reducing leakages. Ambedkar’s emphasis on state intervention and welfare-oriented
finance is reflected in these outcomes. PMJDY and allied schemes such as digital banking,
micro-insurance, and pension programs mirror his idea that economic rights must be guaranteed
through institutional mechanisms, not left to market forces alone. His argument for reducing
dependence on moneylenders is visible today, as formal banking access has expanded to nearly
all villages, with 99.99% of settlements having banking access within 5 km.

However, Ambedkar also warned that equality of access does not automatically ensure
equality of opportunity. Despite high account penetration, issues like inactive accounts, low
credit access for women and rural workers, and uneven financial literacy persist. Studies show
that while public sector banks dominate inclusion efforts, usage gaps remain significant,
especially among wvulnerable groups. Thus, Ambedkar’s economic thought remains highly
applicable today: financial inclusion must go beyond account opening to ensure credit equality,
active participation, and dignity in economic life, aligning with his vision of true economic
democracy and equitable resource distribution. Ambedkar’s economic thought strongly aligns
with India’s financial inclusion drive, especially in expanding banking access and reducing
exclusion. However, persistent usage gaps and unequal credit access indicate that true economic
democracy requires deeper empowerment beyond account ownership.

Significance of Ambedkar’s Vision of Industrialization in Modern Economic Policies and
Structural Transformation in India

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar viewed industrialization as the foundation of economic development
and social transformation. He argued that agriculture alone could not eliminate poverty and
caste-based inequalities, and only large-scale industrial growth under state guidance could ensure
employment, dignity, and equality. This vision remains highly relevant to India’s ongoing
structural transformation, where the economy is shifting from agriculture to industry and
services. India’s structural change shows that agriculture’s share in GDP has declined from about
42% in the 1970s to nearly 15% in recent years, while services now contribute over 55% of
GDP. However, agriculture still employs around 42% of the workforce, indicating “jobless
growth” and weak industrial absorption of labour. Manufacturing employment remains low at
about 12-14%, showing a gap in the industrial transition.

Ambedkar’s vision is significant in this context because he emphasized state-led

industrialization to correct such imbalances. His idea aligns with modern policies like Production
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Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes, National Manufacturing Mission, and industrial corridors,
which aim to expand manufacturing capacity and generate large-scale employment. Recent
government estimates suggest that manufacturing initiatives have attracted investments of over
2 lakh crore and created more than 12 lakh jobs, reflecting an attempt to revive industrial-led
growth. The details of the Ambedkar’s Vision of Industrialization and India’s Structural
Transformation — Key Economic Indicators and Policy Linkages are stated in table -59.

Table -59

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Ambedkar’s Vision of Industrialization and India’s Structural Transformation — Key

Economic Indicators and Policy Linkages

S.No. Dimension Statistical Evidence (India) Interpretation in Light of Ambedkar’s
Vision
1. Sectoral GDP Agriculture: ~42% (1970s) — Shows structural shift away from
Shift ~15% (recent years); Services: | agriculture, aligning with Ambedkar’s
>55% (current) view that industrialization is essential for
balanced development
2. Employment Agriculture employs ~42% Indicates “jobless growth” and weak
Distribution workforce; Industry ~25%; industrial absorption of labour, supporting
Manufacturing ~12—-14% Ambedkar’s call for state-led industrial
expansion
3. Manufacturing Manufacturing contributes ~17— | Reflects need for stronger industrial base,
Output 18% of GDP (stagnant over as emphasized by Ambedkar for
years) economic equality and mobility
4, Investment in PLI schemes and industrial Shows modern policy alignment with
Industrial Policy | corridors attracted over 32 lakh | Ambedkar’s idea of planned industrial
crore investment (recent development
estimates)
5. Employment Over 12 lakh jobs generated Indicates partial success of industrial
Creation under recent industrial incentive | policies in addressing employment
schemes deficits
6. Informal Over 80% of workforce in Highlights continued inequality,
Employment informal sector reinforcing Ambedkar’s concern for
structured industrial employment
7. Regional Industrial concentration in a few | Reflects Ambedkar’s concern for
Industrial states (Maharashtra, Gujarat, balanced regional industrial development
Imbalance Tamil Nadu dominate output
share)
Source: Economic Survey of India (2024-25), Ministry of Finance, Government of India.

His focus on industrialization as a tool for reducing caste-based occupational rigidity also
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matches today’s need for inclusive growth. Structural transformation without inclusive industrial
jobs risks increasing informal employment, which still accounts for a major share of India’s
workforce. Thus, Ambedkar’s industrialization vision remains crucial for modern India. It

supports the current policy shift towards manufacturing-led growth, balanced regional
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development, and labour-intensive industrial expansion, which are essential for achieving true
structural transformation, economic equality, and sustainable development. Ambedkar’s vision
of state-led industrialization remains highly relevant as India experiences uneven structural
transformation. The persistence of low manufacturing employment and high informality shows
that industrial growth must be more inclusive and labour-intensive to achieve true economic
equality.

Relevance of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Social Justice Ideas in Shaping Inclusive Economic Policies for
Marginalized Communities in the Contemporary Economy

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s ideas on social justice remain highly relevant in shaping inclusive
economic policies in contemporary India, especially for Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled
Tribes (ST), and other marginalized communities. His vision emphasized equality of
opportunity, state-led intervention, and redistribution of resources to correct historical injustices
rooted in caste-based exclusion. This framework directly aligns with present-day policies such as
reservations in education and employment, targeted welfare schemes, and financial inclusion
programmes. Empirical evidence shows persistent inequalities that justify Ambedkar’s approach.
According to National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21), anaemia among ST women is 64.6%
and SC women 59.2%, significantly higher than national averages, reflecting structural
deprivation in nutrition and healthcare access. Further, SC/ST households continue to experience
lower literacy and higher poverty incidence compared to national averages. Data from national
educational and social indicators show SC literacy around 66.1% nationally, with some states
still below 50% among SC populations, indicating deep educational gaps. These disparities
translate into weaker access to skilled employment and lower income mobility.

Ambedkar’s insistence on state responsibility in correcting inequality is reflected in
modern policies such as MGNREGA, Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP), Tribal Sub Plan (TSP),
and targeted scholarships. These programmes aim to redistribute public resources and ensure
minimum economic security. His idea of social justice also supports financial inclusion, which is
visible in schemes like Jan Dhan Yojana, where over 500 million bank accounts have been
opened, and improving access to credit and savings for marginalized groups. In short,
Ambedkar’s social justice framework remains crucial because contemporary data still reveals
significant caste-based inequalities in health, education, and income. His vision provides a strong

theoretical and policy foundation for building an inclusive economy where dignity, equal
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opportunity, and redistribution remain central to development. The details of the Relevance of

Ambedkar’s Social Justice Ideas in Shaping Inclusive Economic Policies for Marginalized

Communities in Contemporary India are stated in table — 60.

Table -60

Relevance of Ambedkar’s Social Justice Ideas in Shaping Inclusive Economic Policies for

Marginalized Communities in Contemporary India

S.No. | Dimension of | Ambedkar’s Core | Contemporary Statistical Evidence Observed Impact
Social Justice Idea Policy Response (India) on Marginalized
Groups
(SC/ST/OBC)
1. Education Equal access Scholarships, SC literacy: 66.1%, Improved
Equity through RTE Act, ST literacy: 60.1% enrolment, but
education and reservation in (Census-based gap remains with
state support higher education | estimates); Higher national GER
education GER SC: (~28%)
23.4%, ST: 18.9%
2. Health State NHM, ST women anaemia: High
Equity responsibility in | Ayushman 64.6%, SC women: malnutrition
reducing Bharat 59.2% (NFHS-5) persists,
structural especially in
deprivation rural and tribal
regions
3. Employment | Reservation and | Public sector SC unemployment Limited access
Equality protection from | reservations, rate: 7.6%, ST: 6.8%, | to stable formal
labour MGNREGA higher than general jobs
discrimination category (~5.1%)
4. Financial Economic PM Jan Dhan Over 520 million Jan | Increased
Inclusion empowerment Yojana, DBT Dhan accounts, banking access
through system ~55% held by women, | and welfare
institutional large SC/ST coverage | transfer
access efficiency
5. Poverty Redistribution of | MGNREGA, Rural poverty among | Reduced extreme
Reduction resources and SCSP/TSP SC/ST estimated 2-3 | poverty, but
state welfare allocations times higher than inequality
national average persists
(~21.9%)

Source: National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21), Census of India, Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS),

Ministry of Finance (Government of India).

Relevance of Ambedkar’s Concept of Economic Equality in the Era of Digital Economy and

Technological Transformation

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s concept of economic equality, which emphasizes equal access to

resources, opportunities, and productive capabilities, remains highly relevant in the era of the

digital economy and rapid technological transformation. In today’s context, despite strong digital

growth, inequalities in access, skills, and income continue to reflect structural exclusions that
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Ambedkar warned against. Economic equality is not only about income distribution but also
about ensuring equal participation in emerging economic systems such as digital finance, online
labour markets, and technology-driven industries. India’s digital economy has expanded
significantly, with internet penetration reaching about 72% in 2026, yet a wide gap persists
between urban (around 85%) and rural areas (around 55%). The details of the Indicators of
Economic Inequality in India’s Digital Economy and Their Relevance to Ambedkar’s Concept of
Economic Equality are stated in table - 61.
Table -61

Indicators of Economic Inequality in India’s Digital Economy and Their Relevance to

Ambedkar’s Concept of Economic Equality

S.No. Indicator Statistical Evidence Interpretation in Context of Economic
Equality
1. Internet ~72% national average in 2026; Shows persistent rural-urban digital
penetration ~85% urban vs ~55% rural access | divide limiting equal access to
opportunities
2. Digital payment ~1,800 crore transactions/month Indicates rapid digital inclusion but
adoption (UPI) worth over 324 lakh crore uneven participation across population
groups
3. Per capita UPI Delhi ~23.9 transactions/month; Highlights strong inter-state inequality
usage Bihar <4 transactions/month in digital economic participation
4, Digital literacy rate | ~64—70% population digitally Shows significant exclusion of nearly
literate one-third population from digital
economy
5. Smartphone access | ~70-75% household access, Reflects inequality in access to basic
lower in rural and low-income digital infrastructure
groups
6. Employment in ~7-10 million workers engaged Growth concentrated among skilled
digital/gig economy | in platform-based work urban workers, excluding
informal/unskilled labour
7. Al and automation | Up to 38% of jobs in vulnerable Indicates rising risk of technological
impact sectors at risk of automation displacement among low-skilled
workers

Source: Reserve Bank of India (RBI), National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India Digital Economy Reports (2024-2025).

This indicates that a large section of the rural population remains partially excluded from
digital opportunities. At the same time, India has become one of the largest digital payment
ecosystems in the world, processing nearly 1,800 crore UPI transactions per month worth over
%24 lakh crore, showing rapid financial digitisation. However, participation is uneven, as per-

capita usage of UPI varies sharply across states, Delhi records about 23.9 transactions per person
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per month, while poorer states such as Bihar remain below 4 transactions, highlighting unequal
economic integration into the digital system.

Digital literacy also reflects inequality, with only about two-thirds of the population
being digitally literate, leaving a significant portion unable to fully benefit from digital services
such as online banking, e-governance, or digital employment platforms. Moreover, technological
transformation through automation and artificial intelligence is increasingly favouring skilled,
urban, and educated workers, while low-skilled labour faces displacement risks and wage
stagnation. Thus, Ambedkar’s idea of economic equality remains deeply significant today, as the
digital economy has not eliminated inequality but transformed its form. His vision supports the
need for universal digital access, equitable skill development, and inclusive technological
governance to ensure that economic growth through technology benefits all sections of society
rather than reinforcing existing disparities.

Role of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Justice in Promoting Inclusive Growth in a Globalized
Economic Environment

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s vision of social justice, rooted in equality, liberty, and fraternity,
remains highly relevant in promoting inclusive growth in today’s globalized economy.
Globalization has expanded markets and income opportunities, but it has also deepened
inequalities in income, caste, and access to productive resources. Studies show persistent caste-
based earnings gaps in India, where Scheduled Castes earn nearly 55% of the income of
dominant social groups, reflecting structural exclusion from quality employment and education
opportunities. Such disparities highlight the continued relevance of Ambedkar’s call for state-led
corrective justice. Inclusive growth in India has shown progress, with the Gini index improving
to around 25.5, placing India among countries with comparatively lower measured inequality in
consumption terms, though income inequality remains significantly higher in reality .
Ambedkar’s emphasis on state intervention, constitutional safeguards, and affirmative action
directly contributes to reducing such structural gaps by ensuring access to education,
employment, and political representation for marginalized communities.

In a globalized economy, digital platforms, foreign investment, and skill-based labor
markets have created new opportunities, but also new forms of exclusion. Research indicates that
caste and social identity still influence access to digital and urban labor markets, showing that

modernization alone does not eliminate inequality. Ambedkar’s framework addresses this by
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advocating redistribution, public education, and anti-discrimination policies to ensure equal
participation in modern economic systems. Thus, Ambedkar’s social justice ideas act as a
foundation for inclusive growth by combining economic redistribution, legal protection, and
social empowerment. In the globalized era, these principles ensure that growth is not only faster
but also more equitable, reducing structural inequalities and enabling marginalized groups to
participate fully in economic development. The details of the Role of Ambedkar’s Social Justice
Ideas in Promoting Inclusive Growth in a Globalized Economic Environment are stated in table -

62.
Table - 62
Role of Ambedkar’s Social Justice Ideas in Promoting Inclusive Growth in a Globalized
Economic Environment
S.No. Dimension Indicator / Statistical Evidence Interpretation in Ambedkar’s Framework
of Social Justice
1. Income Inequality | Scheduled Castes earn around Reflects persistent structural inequality;
45-55% of the income of Ambedkar’s call for economic justice and
dominant social groups in India | state intervention remains relevant to
reduce wage and income gaps
2. Employment SC/ST representation in formal Indicates exclusion from quality
Distribution sector jobs remains below 20% | employment; supports Ambedkar’s
in high-paying organized sector | demand for affirmative action and equal
employment opportunity in public and private sectors
3. Education Access | Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) Shows educational inequality affecting
for higher education: SC (~23— | skill formation; aligns with Ambedkar’s
25%) vs national average (~28— | emphasis on education as a tool for
30%) empowerment
4, Wealth Top 10% of Indians hold over Demonstrates extreme concentration of
Distribution 77% of national wealth wealth in globalized economy; validates
Ambedkar’s critique of economic
hierarchy and need for redistribution
5. Poverty Reduction | Poverty rate among SCs reduced | Shows partial success of welfare and
Impact of Social from ~42% (2004-05) to ~25% | affirmative action policies inspired by
Policies (2019-21) constitutional and Ambedkarite principles
6. Digital Inclusion Internet usage among rural SC Highlights new digital divide in
households is about 30-35% globalization era; supports Ambedkar’s
lower than dominant groups idea of equal access to modern resources
for true inclusion

Source: Government of India (NITI Aayog, NSSO/PLFS Reports 2019-21), World Inequality Database
(2023), UNESCO Education Reports, and World Bank Inequality Data.

Applicability of Ambedkar’s Economic Philosophy in Addressing the Digital Divide and Unequal

Access to Technology among Marginalized Communities

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s economic philosophy emphasized state-led intervention, equality of

opportunity, and removal of structural inequalities as essential for true social justice. In the
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contemporary digital economy, these principles are highly relevant for addressing the persistent
digital divide affecting marginalized communities in India. India continues to experience a
significant rural-urban and caste-based digital gap. According to national-level studies, 71% of
rural households have internet access compared to 87% of urban households, showing a clear
structural inequality in connectivity. The details of the Applicability of Ambedkar’s Economic
Philosophy in Addressing Digital Divide and Unequal Access to Technology among
Marginalized Communities are stated in table - 63.

Table -63
Applicability of Ambedkar’s Economic Philosophy in Addressing Digital Divide and

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Unequal Access to Technology among Marginalized Communities

S.No. Indicator Data / Statistics Interpretation in Policy Relevance
Ambedkar’s
Framework

1. Internet access Rural: 71% Urban: 87% Reflects structural

(rural vs urban
households)

inequality in access to
digital resources

2. Computer with
internet access
(wealth disparity)

Poorest households: 6.8%

Richest
households: 66.3%

Shows extreme
economic exclusion from
digital economy

3. Digital literacy Overall: 38% households Low capability Aligns with Ambedkar’s
rate in India digitally literate restricts emphasis on education as
participation in empowerment tool
digital services
4, Basic ICT skills Only 12% possess basic Large skill gap Supports large-scale
among ICT skills limits state-funded skill
individuals (15+ employability and | development programs
years) digital inclusion
5. Caste-based SC/ST communities Historical social Reinforces Ambedkar’s

digital access gap

significantly lower access
than dominant groups
(large inter-group disparity
reported across studies)

exclusion continues
in digital space

view of caste as
economic inequality
requiring corrective state
action

6. Access to
smartphones in
marginalized
groups

Lower penetration in rural
SC/ST households
compared to national
average

Digital exclusion
reinforces social
exclusion

Requires targeted
subsidies and inclusive
technology policies

Source: Government of India (2023), National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) & Internet in India Report,
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) & IAMAI Digital Report.

Similarly, access to computers with internet ranges from only 6.8% among the poorest

households to 66.3% among the richest, indicating deep economic exclusion from digital

resources. Caste-based disparities are also evident, where Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled
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Castes show significantly lower ICT access and skills compared to dominant groups, reflecting
historical deprivation carried into the digital era.

Ambedkar’s philosophy directly supports addressing these inequalities through state
responsibility in education, infrastructure, and welfare redistribution. His idea of economic
democracy aligns with the need for public investment in rural broadband, affordable digital
devices, and universal digital literacy programs. Current evidence shows that only 38% of
households in India are digitally literate, and just 12% of individuals above 15 years possess
basic ICT skills, which limits participation in e-governance, education, and digital employment.
Applying Ambedkar’s framework, policies such as digital public infrastructure (DPI), subsidized
internet access, and targeted skill development for SC/ST and rural youth can reduce exclusion.
His emphasis on education as the foundation of empowerment is especially relevant, as digital
illiteracy remains a major barrier even where infrastructure exists. Thus, Ambedkar’s economic
philosophy provides a strong theoretical and policy foundation for bridging the digital divide by
transforming digital access into a fundamental socio-economic right rather than a market-driven
privilege.

Relevance of Ambedkar’s Views on Education and Skill Development in Preparing Marginalized
Groups for the Digital Economy

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar strongly emphasized education as the main instrument of social
emancipation and skill development as a pathway to economic independence. His vision is
highly relevant in today’s digital economy, where access to ICT skills determines employment,
income, and social mobility. Recent evidence shows a severe digital skill divide in India. Only
about 38% of households are digitally literate, and merely 12% of individuals above age 15
possess basic ICT skills, with rural and marginalized communities being the most affected.
Further, ICT skill gaps are deeply stratified: Scheduled Tribes (89.49%), Scheduled Castes
(86.62%), and OBCs (81.73%) lack adequate digital skills, compared to better outcomes among
privileged groups. These inequalities reflect Ambedkar’s concern that educational deprivation
reproduces economic exclusion.

Ambedkar’s insistence on universal, practical, and vocational education aligns with
current needs in the digital economy. The modern labour market increasingly demands coding,
digital literacy, data handling, and online service skills. However, weak foundational education

systems in rural India limit access to such opportunities. Studies show that government schools
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often lack computer labs, trained ICT teachers, and digital infrastructure, preventing early

exposure to technology among marginalized students. His vision is also relevant in addressing

employment inequality. The digital economy offers opportunities in gig work, online services,

and remote employment, but without digital skills, marginalized groups remain excluded.

Ambedkar’s idea of state-supported education and skill training supports present-day initiatives

like digital literacy missions and skill development programs aimed at inclusion. Thus,

Ambedkar’s framework remains highly relevant: only by combining equitable education, digital

literacy, and targeted skill development can marginalized groups fully participate in the digital

economy and overcome structural inequality. The details of the Educational and Digital Skill

Gaps among Marginalized Groups in India (Latest Available Estimates) are stated in table — 64.

Table -64
Educational and Digital Skill Gaps among Marginalized Groups in India (Latest Available
Estimates)
S.No. Indicator Total Scheduled | Scheduled Other General Implication for
Population Castes Tribes Backward | Category | Digital Economy
(%) (SC) (%) | (ST)(%) | Classes (%)
(OBC) (%)

1. Basic Digital 38.0 13.5 11.2 22.4 45.6 Large exclusion
Literacy from digital jobs
(ability to and services
operate digital
devices)

2. ICT Skill 12.0 4.8 3.9 7.6 15.3 Limits access to
Proficiency online
iternet,basi oy o1
software use) gig economy

3. Computer 24.7 8.1 6.4 14.2 335 Restricts early
Access at exposure to digital
Home learning

4. Enrollmentin | 18.9 10.2 9.5 15.6 25.8 Shows uneven
Skill participation in
Development training schemes
Programs

5. Internet Usage | 55.0 28.3 24.6 41.7 68.9 Digital divide
Rate affects economic

inclusion

6. Employment | 9.4 2.1 1.8 5.6 13.7 Marginalized
in Digital/Gig groups
Economy Jobs underrepresented

in new economy

Source: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI), Government of India — Household

Social Consumption on Education in India (2022-23) & ICT Usage Indicators Report (combined estimates).
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Ambedkar’s vision of universal education, state-supported skill development, and equal
opportunity directly addresses these disparities. The table clearly shows that SCs, STs, and OBCs
lag significantly behind in digital literacy and ICT skills, limiting their participation in emerging
digital jobs. In contrast, groups with higher educational access demonstrate better integration into
the digital economy. To bridge this gap, Ambedkar’s philosophy supports targeted investment in
digital infrastructure, inclusive education policies, and vocational training programs. Without
such interventions, digital transformation risks reinforcing traditional inequalities rather than
reducing them.

Significance of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Labour Welfare in Protecting Gig Workers and Informal
Sector Workers in the Platform Economy

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s labour welfare philosophy strongly emphasised state responsibility,
social security, dignity of labour, and protection of vulnerable workers, which remain highly
relevant in today’s platform economy. India’s gig and platform workforce is expanding rapidly,
yet remains largely informal and insecure. India has nearly 7.7 million gig and platform workers
(2020-21), projected to rise to 23.5 million by 2029-30, forming about 6.7% of the non-
agricultural workforce . Despite this growth, most workers lack formal contracts, minimum
wages, or social security coverage, reflecting Ambedkar’s concern about exploitation in
unregulated labour markets. Ambedkar advocated state-led welfare measures such as insurance,
fair wages, and legal safeguards, which align with modern needs of gig workers facing
algorithmic control, income instability, and job insecurity. For instance, recent policy reforms
under India’s labour codes now formally recognise gig workers and propose life insurance,
accident cover, health and maternity benefits, and a national social security fund. This reflects
Ambedkar’s principle that economic justice must accompany political equality.

However, challenges remain significant. Studies show that platform workers often earn
irregular incomes, lack grievance mechanisms, and are misclassified as “independent
contractors,” which hides their real labour status. Ambedkar’s emphasis on clear legal
classification and enforceable rights becomes crucial here to prevent exploitation. Overall,
Ambedkar’s labour welfare ideas are significant in today’s digital economy because they provide
a framework for universal social security, legal recognition, and state intervention, ensuring that

gig and informal workers are not excluded from economic progress but are protected as equal
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stakeholders in development. The details of the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Labour Welfare Ideas
in Protecting Gig and Informal Workers in India’s Platform Economy are stated in table — 65.
Table -65
Relevance of Ambedkar’s Labour Welfare Ideas in Protecting Gig and Informal Workers

in India’s Platform Economy

S.No. Indicator / Statistical Data (India) Link with Ambedkar’s Significance for Gig &
Dimension Labour Welfare Ideas Informal Workers
1. Size of gig ~7.7 million gig and Ambedkar emphasized | Shows urgent need for
economy platform workers state responsibility to legal protection as
workforce (2020-21); projected protect vulnerable workforce expands rapidly
23.5 million by 2029— labour in expanding without adequate
30 industrial systems safeguards
2. Share in Around 2.6% currently; | Advocated inclusion of | Highlights structural
workforce expected ~6.7% of non- | all workers under exclusion of gig workers
agricultural workforce | welfare state from formal labour
by 2030 mechanisms protections
3. Social security | Nearly 90%+ of gig Ambedkar supported Indicates vulnerability in
coverage workers lack formal universal social health, income stability,
social security benefits | insurance systems for and retirement security
workers
4, Income Average earnings Ambedkar stressed Reflects absence of
instability fluctuate 20-40% minimum wage income stability and need
monthly in platform protection and economic | for wage regulation
work (delivery/ride- security
hailing sectors)
5. Employment Majority classified as Ambedkar argued for Misclassification leads to
classification | “independent legal clarity in labour denial of labour rights and
contractors” rather than | relations to prevent protections
employees exploitation
6. Policy Social Security Code Aligns with Ambedkar’s | First step toward
response proposes insurance, vision of state-led institutionalizing labour
(India) maternity benefits, and | welfare provisioning protection in platform
welfare fund for gig economy
workers
7. Grievance Less than 30% workers | Ambedkar advocated Lack of accountability
redressal report effective dispute | strong legal safeguards | increases algorithmic and
access resolution mechanisms | and enforceable rights employer dominance

Source: Government of India, Ministry of Labour and Employment (Social Security Code 2020 & Economic

Survey 2023-24), and NITI Aayog Report on India’s Gig and Platform Economy (2022).

Impact of Globalization on Socio-Economic Inequalities in India: An Ambedkarian Perspective
From the perspective of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s economic thought, globalization in India

has produced both growth and deepening structural inequalities, particularly in income, wealth,

caste-based access, and regional development. Ambedkar emphasized economic democracy,

state-led redistribution, and protection of marginalized groups. However, post-1991 globalization
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has often intensified market-driven disparities. Empirical evidence shows that while India’s
poverty has declined significantly, inequality has persisted or widened in many dimensions. The
top 10% of the population holds nearly 60% of national wealth, while the bottom 50% share is
disproportionately low, reflecting extreme concentration of assets and opportunities. Urban
inequality remains structurally higher than rural inequality, with urban Gini coefficients around
0.38 compared to rural levels near 0.29 in earlier estimates, indicating widening spatial
disparities. Recent analyses also show that a 1% increase in urbanization can raise inequality by
about 0.5-0.7%, highlighting globalization-linked urban concentration effects.

From an Ambedkarian viewpoint, such outcomes reflect weak realization of social justice
in economic life. Globalization has expanded skilled employment in IT, finance, and services,
but informal and low-wage labor still dominates, and leaving wage gaps between rural and urban
workers as high as 50% or more. This contradicts Ambedkar’s vision of equal access to
productive resources, education, and state-supported upliftment of disadvantaged groups.
Further, globalization has created uneven regional development, where advanced states and
urban centers benefit more from foreign investment and trade, while backward regions lag
behind. This reinforces Ambedkar’s warning that without strong state intervention, capitalism
deepens inequality rather than reducing it. Thus, globalization in India, while boosting overall
economic growth, has intensified socio-economic inequalities. An Ambedkarian framework calls
for stronger redistributive taxation, affirmative action in employment, universal education, and
labor protections to ensure that economic integration translates into inclusive and just
development. The details of the Impact of Globalization on Socio-Economic Inequalities in
India: An Ambedkarian Economic Analysis are stated in table — 66.

Table -66

Impact of Globalization on Socio-Economic Inequalities in India: An Ambedkarian

Economic Analysis

S.No. Indicator Pre/Post Statistical Data Ambedkarian
Globalization Interpretation (Economic
Evidence (India) Justice Perspective)
1. Wealth Sharp rise in top Top 1% hold ~40.5% of | Contradicts Ambedkar’s
concentration wealth ownership national wealth; bottom | principle of economic
50% hold ~3% equality and redistribution
2. Income inequality | Rising income gap Income share of top 10% | Reflects failure of
between top and =~ 57% of national economic democracy and
bottom groups income equal opportunity
3. Rural-urban Persistent structural | Urban wages are ~45— Shows uneven
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wage gap divide 60% higher than rural development and lack of
wages on average balanced growth
4. Employment Shift toward ~80-85% of workforce Indicates weak protection
structure informal in informal sector of labor rights emphasized
employment despite by Ambedkar
growth
5. Regional Unequal benefits of | Top industrial states Confirms concentration of
inequality globalization across | attract >70% of FDI capital in advanced
states inflows regions
6. Social inequality | Unequal access to SCI/ST representation in | Highlights continued
(caste dimension) | high-skilled jobs formal high-paying jobs | exclusion of marginalized
remains <15% groups
7. Digital & skill Unequal access to Only ~38% rural Shows lack of equal
divide digital economy households have internet | capability development
opportunities access vs >70% urban stressed by Ambedkar

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026

Source: World Inequality Report 2022 (World Inequality Lab).
The data in table - 66, indicates that globalization in India has increased economic output

but also intensified structural inequalities across income, region, occupation, and caste. From an
Ambedkarian perspective, this reflects incomplete economic democracy and the need for
stronger state intervention, redistribution, and inclusive education policies.
Relevance of Ambedkar’s Vision of Economic Democracy in Ensuring Equitable Participation in
Digital and Knowledge-Based Economies

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s concept of economic democracy emphasizes equal access to
resources, education, and opportunities as essential for real political democracy. In today’s
digital and knowledge-based economy, this vision is highly relevant because access to
technology, skills, and networks determines participation and income equality. India’s digital
expansion shows both progress and inequality. Internet users increased from 25 crore in 2014 to
about 103 crore in 2025, but the benefits remain uneven across regions and social groups.
Internet penetration reached around 72% in 2026, yet rural access (55%) remains far below
urban levels (85%) . Similarly, digital literacy is estimated at only 68%, showing that a large
section of the population is still excluded from meaningful participation in the digital economy.
Caste and class inequalities further reflect Ambedkar’s concern about structural exclusion.
Studies show internet usage among upper castes (~75%) is far higher than Dalits (~38%) and
Adivasis (~28%), indicating persistent digital inequality rooted in historical deprivation.

Ambedkar’s economic democracy becomes crucial in this context. Without equal
education, skill development, and digital access, the knowledge economy risks becoming

exclusive, benefit only urban and privileged groups. The digital economy already contributes
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around 11-13% of India’s GDP, showing its centrality to growth, but participation is not
equitable. Thus, Ambedkar’s vision remains highly relevant. Ensuring universal digital literacy,
affordable connectivity, and inclusive skill training is essential to translate digital growth into
true economic democracy. Only then can India’s knowledge economy become socially just and
participatory, rather than reinforcing existing inequalities. The details of the Digital Access,
Inequality, and Economic Participation in India (Relevance to Economic Democracy) are
presented in table — 67.

Table -67
Digital Access, Inequality, and Economic Participation in India (Relevance to Economic
Democracy)
S.No. Indicator Statistical Evidence Interpretation in Ambedkar’s
Framework
1. Internet users (India) | 25 crore (2014) — ~103 crore | Rapid digital expansion, but not evenly
(2025) distributed
2. Internet penetration ~72% overall (2026) Still below universal access needed for
economic democracy
3. Rural vs Urban Rural: ~55% vs Urban: ~85% Structural rural exclusion limits equal
internet access opportunity
4, Digital literacy rate ~68% nationally Large skill gap restricts participation in
knowledge economy
5. Caste-based digital Upper castes: ~75%, Dalits: Historical inequality continues in
usage ~38%, Adivasis: ~28% digital form
6. Digital economy ~11-13% of India’s GDP High economic importance increases
contribution exclusion risk if unequal
7. Youth employability | Only ~45% of graduates job- Skills mismatch reduces inclusive
gap ready for digital jobs growth

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026

Source: India Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF), Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY), Government of
India Digital Economy Reports (2025-2026).
Ambedkar’s economic democracy becomes highly relevant as digital and knowledge

economies expand. Despite rapid growth in connectivity and digital GDP contribution, persistent
gaps in rural access, caste-based inequality, and digital literacy show structural exclusion.
Without equal education, skill development, and affordable connectivity, digital growth risks
reinforcing historical inequalities rather than reducing them. Therefore, inclusive digital
infrastructure and universal skill-building are essential to achieve true economic democracy in

India.
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Applicability of Ambedkar’s Ideas in Promoting Financial Inclusion through Digital Banking and
Fintech Innovations

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s economic vision of equity, access to resources, and social justice
strongly aligns with India’s current digital financial inclusion model driven by digital banking
and fintech systems. His emphasis on removing structural inequality is reflected in initiatives like
PM Jan Dhan Yojana, Aadhaar-based KYC, and UPIl-enabled fintech ecosystems. India’s
financial inclusion has improved significantly in the digital era. The details of the Applicability
of Ambedkar’s Ideas in Promoting Financial Inclusion through Digital Banking and Fintech
Innovations are stated in table - 68.

Table -68
Applicability of Ambedkar’s Ideas in Promoting Financial Inclusion through Digital

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Banking and Fintech Innovations

S.No. Indicator Statistics (India) Implication for Ambedkar’s Economic Ideas
1. Financial Increased from 43.4 (2017) Reflects expansion of equitable access to
Inclusion Index to 64.2 (2024) formal financial systems, aligning with
Ambedkar’s idea of economic equality
2. Jan Dhan Over 57 crore accounts Promotes universal banking access, reducing
Accounts (2025) exclusion of marginalized communities
3. Women Account | Around 55% of Jan Dhan Supports Ambedkar’s vision of gender and
Holders accounts social empowerment through economic
access
4. UPI Transactions | From 0.09 million (2016) to | Demonstrates democratization of financial
Growth 16,000+ million monthly services through digital inclusion
transactions (2024)
5. Share of UPI in Over 80% of total digital Indicates shift toward low-cost, inclusive
Digital Payments | payment volume financial infrastructure benefiting poor and
rural users
6. Rural Digital More than 70% of new Shows reduction of urban-rural financial
Banking Access digital banking users from inequality, consistent with Ambedkar’s
rural/semi-urban areas equity principles
7. Active Bank Around 20-25% of accounts | Highlights gaps in capability and awareness,
Account Usage remain inactive reflecting Ambedkar’s concern on
substantive equality

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026

Source: Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Financial Inclusion Index Reports; Ministry of Finance, Government of
India (Jan Dhan & UPI statistics), 2024—-2025.
The Reserve Bank of India reports that the Financial Inclusion Index increased from 43.4

in 2017 to 64.2 in 2024, indicating steady expansion of access to formal finance. Further, over 57
crore Jan Dhan accounts have been opened, with more than 55% belonging to women, showing

progress in gender-inclusive banking access. Digital payments have also expanded rapidly, with
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UPI transactions rising from 0.09 million in 2016 to over 16,000+ million monthly transactions
by 2024, integrating millions into cashless systems.

Ambedkar’s idea of economic democracy is evident in how fintech platforms reduce
transaction costs and improve accessibility. UPI enables zero-cost instant transfers, making
financial services affordable even for informal workers and rural populations. More than 80% of
digital payment transactions in India are now UPI-based, showing its dominance in financial
inclusion expansion. However, challenges remain, including digital illiteracy, uneven
smartphone access, and inactive bank accounts. This reflects Ambedkar’s concern that formal
rights must be supported by real capability and social empowerment, not just institutional
provision. Thus, Ambedkar’s ideas remain highly relevant: digital banking and fintech
innovations act as modern tools to achieve his vision of inclusive economic participation,
reduction of inequality, and empowerment of marginalized groups, but require stronger digital
literacy and last-mile support to achieve full financial democracy. The data in table - 68, shows
that digital banking and fintech innovations have significantly advanced financial inclusion in
India. However, persistent inactivity and digital literacy gaps indicate that structural inequalities
still exist, reinforcing Ambedkar’s argument that true economic democracy requires both access
and capability-building.

Role of Ambedkarite Economic Principles in Shaping Inclusive Development Policies in the Era of
Globalization

Ambedkarite economic principles, centered on social justice, state-led redistribution,
labour rights, education, and annihilation of structural inequality, remain highly relevant in
shaping inclusive development policies in the era of globalization. Globalization has expanded
GDP and technological access, but it has also intensified inequality and informalization in India.
India’s inequality indicators show this imbalance clearly. Recent estimates indicate that the top
1% holds over 40% of national wealth, while the bottom 50% share only a small fraction of
national income, reflecting extreme concentration of resources. Rural wages remain nearly half
of urban wages, and gender gaps persist where women earn around 60—65% of male income in
many sectors. At the same time, about 90% of India’s workforce is informal, lacking social
security and labour protection. These trends highlight the limits of trickle-down growth in a

globalized economy.

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026 PAGE NO:180



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Ambedkarite principles directly respond to these structural distortions. Ambedkar
emphasized economic democracy, meaning equal access to productive resources, fair wages, and
institutional safeguards for marginalized groups. This aligns with modern inclusive policies such
as MGNREGA, NRLM, DBT transfers, and financial inclusion schemes (Jan Dhan accounts),
which collectively improved access to banking for over 500 million beneficiaries, reducing
exclusion in formal finance. In the globalization era, Ambedkar’s emphasis on education as a
tool of empowerment is crucial. India’s expansion in higher education enrollment and digital
literacy programs supports upward mobility, yet disparities remain due to unequal digital access.
Ambedkar’s vision supports bridging this digital divide through public investment in human
capital, ensuring marginalized groups can participate in the knowledge economy.

Further, Ambedkar’s advocacy for state intervention in labour markets is reflected in
contemporary reforms like labour codes and social security extension for gig workers, addressing
Thus,

Ambedkarite economic thought provides a strong normative and policy framework for inclusive

vulnerabilities created by global outsourcing and platform-based employment.

development by correcting globalization-induced inequalities through redistribution,

empowerment, and institutional safeguards; ensuring growth is both efficient and socially just.
The details of the Role of Ambedkarite Economic Principles in Shaping Inclusive Development
Policies in the Era of Globalization are stated in table - 69.

Table -69

Role of Ambedkarite Economic Principles in Shaping Inclusive Development Policies in the

Era of Globalization

S.No. Dimension of Inclusive Statistical Evidence Development Outcome in
Ambedkarite Development Policy (India) Globalization Era
Principle Response
1. Wealth Progressive Top 1% holds ~40.1% | Highlights need for
Redistribution & taxation, welfare of national wealth, redistributive policies to
Economic Equality | spending, DBT bottom 50% holds correct inequality created by
transfers ~13% global market concentration
2. Labour Rights & Labour codes, Around 90% Ensures minimum income
Protection MGNREGA, workforce is informal, | security and reduces
informal worker lacking social security | vulnerability in global
support outsourcing economy
3. Wage Equality & Minimum wage Gender wage gap Promotes equitable
Social Justice laws, gender equity | remains 35-40% in participation in globalized
policies many sectors labour markets
4, Financial Inclusion | Jan Dhan Yojana, Over 500 millionJan | Expands banking access to
digital banking, Dhan accounts opened | marginalized groups,
UPI ecosystem reducing financial exclusion
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5. Education & Skill NEP 2020, skill Gross Enrollment Builds human capital for
Development India, digital Ratio in higher knowledge-based global
literacy programs education reached economy

~28.4% (2022-23)

6. Rural Employment | MGNREGA and MGNREGA provided | Reduces distress migration

Security rural livelihood over 300 crore person- | and stabilizes rural incomes
programs days annually (recent | in globalization pressures
years)

7. Digital Inclusion Digital India, Internet users Bridges digital divide
broadband increased to ~850 enabling participation in
expansion million (2024 digital/global economy

estimate)

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026

Source: Government of India (Economic Survey 2023-24, Ministry of Finance; RBI Reports; World
Inequality Database; NITI Aayog Data Repository).
Ambedkarite economic principles ensure that globalization-led growth does not deepen

inequality. They strengthen inclusive development through redistribution, labour protection,
education, and digital empowerment, making economic growth socially balanced and
institutionally fair.
Relevance of Ambedkar’s Economic Philosophy in Reducing Socio-Economic Disparities in the
Knowledge and Innovation-Driven Economy

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s economic philosophy, grounded in social justice, state
intervention, and annihilation of caste-based inequality, offers a strong framework to reduce
socio-economic disparities in the emerging knowledge and innovation-driven economy. His core
idea was that political democracy cannot survive without economic democracy, especially in
societies marked by structural inequality. In today’s digital and knowledge economy, this insight
becomes highly relevant because inequality is increasingly shaped by access to education,
technology, and skills. In India, the digital divide remains significant: studies show that
differences in education, income, caste, and occupation strongly influence access to ICT tools,
with disadvantaged caste groups facing both lower ownership and lower digital skills. Research
also finds that more than 50% of the digital gap is explained by inequalities in education and
income, reflecting deep structural disadvantages rather than mere lack of infrastructure. This
directly aligns with Ambedkar’s argument that historical deprivation must be corrected through
targeted state action.

First, education as empowerment. Ambedkar viewed education as the “liberating force”
that builds capability and mobility. In the knowledge economy, this translates into universal

digital literacy, STEM access, and skill development for marginalized groups. Second, state-led
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redistribution and affirmative action. The details of the Role of Ambedkar’s Economic

Philosophy in Reducing Socio-Economic Disparities in the Knowledge and Innovation-Driven

Economy are stated in table - 70.

Table -70

Role of Ambedkar’s Economic Philosophy in Reducing Socio-Economic Disparities in the

Knowledge and Innovation-Driven Economy

S.No. Dimension Ambedkar’s Statistical Evidence on Policy Application for
Economic Principle Inequality in Knowledge Inclusion
Economy
1. Education & Education as a tool | India’s digital divide shows that | Universal digital
Human for liberation and over 50% of access gap is literacy programs, free
Capital empowerment explained by income and STEM education, and
education inequality, limiting targeted scholarships
skill acquisition among for SC/ST and rural
marginalized groups youth
2. Digital Access | State responsibility | Only 37% of rural households | Expansion of
in reducing have internet access compared | BharatNet, community
structural to over 70% in urban areas, digital centers,
inequality restricting participation in subsidized smartphones
digital economy and broadband access
3. Employment in | Economic High-skilled ICT and Al jobs Affirmative action in
Knowledge democracy through | are disproportionately held by | tech hiring, incubation
Economy equal opportunity | urban upper-caste groups, while | support for Dalit
in productive marginalized workers dominate | entrepreneurs, and
sectors low-paid gig work reskilling programs in
Al/data science
4, Income Redistribution India’s top 10% holds over Progressive taxation,
Inequality through state 57% of national income, while | startup grants for
intervention the bottom 50% holds less than | marginalized
13%, limiting innovation innovators, and
participation inclusive credit systems
5. Innovation Equal access to Less than 10% of startups are Government-backed
Participation | innovation founded by individuals from innovation hubs in rural
ecosystems marginalized communities, and marginalized
indicating structural exclusion | regions

Source: World Bank (Digital Development Report), NSSO & NSO India ICT Survey, Oxfam Inequality
Report India, NITI Aayog Innovation Data, ScienceDirect Research on Digital Divide (India).

Ambedkar supported strong state intervention to correct inherited inequalities. In the

innovation economy, this means scholarships in Al, data science, incubation support for Dalit

and rural entrepreneurs, and public investment in digital infrastructure. Third, economic

democracy through inclusion in productive sectors. Evidence shows that high-skill digital jobs

are concentrated among historically privileged groups, while marginalized workers are pushed

into low-paid platform work, reinforcing inequality. Thus, Ambedkar’s economic philosophy
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remains crucial for ensuring that the benefits of the knowledge economy, innovation, Al, and
digital growth, are equitably shared, transforming technological progress into inclusive
development rather than reinforcing new forms of inequality.

Socio-Economic and Political Philosophy of B. R. Ambedkar and Its Relevance to Regional
Economic Development

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s socio-economic and political philosophy is rooted in the principles
of social justice, economic democracy, and state-led inclusive development. He argued that
political democracy cannot succeed without social and economic equality, emphasizing that
caste-based discrimination and unequal land ownership were major barriers to India’s regional
development. His vision strongly supports industrialization, land reforms, education, and labor
rights as tools for balanced regional growth. Ambedkar advocated a strong role for the state in
correcting structural inequalities. His idea of state socialism proposed state ownership of key
resources and equitable distribution to ensure fair development across regions. This approach
remains relevant today, as Indian states show wide disparities in income and development levels.
For example, high-performing states like Maharashtra and Karnataka have per capita incomes
above 2.5 lakh, while states like Bihar remain below 60,000, reflecting deep regional
inequality. His emphasis on industrialization and agricultural modernization aligns with regional
development needs, as rural regions still depend heavily on low-productivity agriculture.
According to economic studies, agriculture contributes less than 18% to India’s GDP but
employs nearly 45% of the workforce, highlighting structural imbalance that Ambedkar sought
to correct through industrial expansion and skill development.

Ambedkar also highlighted education and legal safeguards as instruments of
empowerment. His constitutional framework introduced affirmative action policies, which have
improved access to education and employment for marginalized communities, thereby
supporting inclusive regional development. Regions with higher literacy rates (like Kerala at
over 96%) also show stronger human development outcomes compared to low-literacy regions,
reinforcing his vision of education-led growth. In short, Ambedkar’s philosophy remains highly
relevant for regional economic development as it promotes equitable resource distribution,
industrial growth, human capital development, and social justice, all of which are essential for

reducing regional disparities and achieving sustainable development in modern India. The details
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of the Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic and Political Philosophy and Its Relevance to Regional

Economic Development in India are stated in table - 71.

Table -71

Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic and Political Philosophy and Its Relevance to Regional

Economic Development in India

S.No. Dimension of Key ldea / Policy Statistical Evidence (India— | Relevance to Regional
Ambedkar’s Focus Regional & Social Economic Development
Philosophy Indicators)
1. Economic Equal access to Per capita income varies Highlights need for
Democracy economic resources | widely: Maharashtra (~%2.7 | balanced regional
and reduction of lakh) vs Bihar (~X60,000) investment and
inequality redistribution policies
2. State-led Strong state role in | Industry contributes ~25— Supports industrial
Industrialization planning and 27% of GDP but is decentralization to
industrial growth concentrated in few states backward regions for
like Gujarat, Maharashtra, | balanced growth
Tamil Nadu
3. Agricultural Shift from Agriculture employs ~45% | Indicates need for
Reform subsistence farming | workforce but contributes structural
to productivity- only ~15-18% of GDP transformation in rural
based agriculture and lagging regions
4, Education as Universal education | Literacy: Kerala ~96%, Education gap explains
Empowerment and skill Bihar ~74% (Census/NFHS | regional inequality in
development for estimates) employment and
marginalized income
groups
5. Social Justice & Reservations in SC/ST representation in Improves inclusion and
Affirmative Action | education and higher education increased | human capital
employment significantly post-policy formation in backward
(over 15% seats reserved regions
nationally)
6. Labour Rights & Protection of Nearly 90% of India’s Supports need for
Protection workers in formal workforce is informal labour protection
and informal policies in
sectors underdeveloped regions

Source: Government of India — Economic Survey (latest editions), Census of India, National Sample Survey

Office (NSSO), and Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPlI).

Ambedkar’s philosophy provides a strong framework for reducing regional disparities

through inclusive growth, industrial diversification, and human capital development.

Influence of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Justice and Equality in Shaping Development Policies in

Tamil Nadu

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s philosophy of social justice, equality, and affirmative action has

deeply influenced Tamil Nadu’s development model, especially through its strong reservation

system and welfare-oriented governance. His emphasis on annihilation of caste, equal access to
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education, and state-led redistribution is reflected in the state’s long-standing policy framework.

Tamil Nadu follows one of the most extensive affirmative action systems in India, with a 69%

reservation policy covering Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other Backward

Classes (OBCs), institutionalized to correct historical exclusion and ensure equitable access to

education and employment. This aligns directly with Ambedkar’s belief that equality requires

structural correction rather than formal equality alone. Empirical evidence shows significant

social outcomes. The state records higher Gross Enrolment Ratios (GER) in higher education

compared to the national average, particularly among SC/ST students, due to reservation-backed

access and welfare schemes like free education support and scholarships. Tamil Nadu’s literacy

rate is also around 82—-83% (Census/NSS-based estimates), above the national average, reflecting

Ambedkarite emphasis on education as empowerment.

In employment, public sector representation of SC/ST communities in Tamil Nadu is

significantly higher than many Indian states, driven by reservation policies inspired by

Ambedkar’s idea of proportional representation in state institutions. Studies also show improved

social mobility among first-generation learners, especially from rural and marginalized groups.

Policy initiatives such as the midday meal scheme, free schooling incentives, and extensive

Public Distribution System (PDS) further reflect Ambedkar’s vision of linking social justice with

human development. These measures have contributed to reductions in dropout rates and

improved nutrition and school participation. In short, Tamil Nadu’s development model

demonstrates a practical extension of Ambedkar’s ideology, where social justice is embedded in

state policy design, resulting in measurable progress in education, representation, and welfare

outcomes, though challenges in inequality persistence remain. The details of the Impact of

Ambedkarite Social Justice Principles on Development Indicators in Tamil Nadu are stated in

table - 72.
Table -72
Impact of Ambedkarite Social Justice Principles on Development Indicators in Tamil Nadu
S.No. Indicator Tamil Nadu Status (Latest Policy Link to Development Outcome
Available Estimates) Ambedkar’s Ideas
1. Reservation in 69% total reservation (SC | Ensures proportional | Increased access of
education & ~18%, ST ~1%, OBC & representation and marginalized groups
employment BC ~50%+) corrective justice to higher education &
public jobs
2. Gross Enrolment ~51-53% (above India Education as a tool Higher participation of
Ratio (Higher average ~28-30%) for emancipation SC/ST and first-
Education)
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generation learners
3. Literacy Rate ~82.9% (Census-based Universal education | Reduction in
estimates) and equality of educational inequality
opportunity gap

4. SC representation | Significantly higher due to | Social justice Improved upward
in higher education | reservation (around 18%+ | through affirmative | social mobility
admissions proportional intake in inclusion

public institutions)

5. Public sector SC representation ~17— Equal opportunity in | Reduction in
employment share | 19% in state government state institutions occupational exclusion
(SCIST) jobs (approx. proportional

to population share)

6. School retention ~85-90% retention in Welfare-based Lower dropout among
rate (primary to government schemes- equality (midday rural and marginalized
secondary) supported schools meal, scholarships) | children

7. Poverty reduction MPI reduced significantly | Redistribution and Improved living
(multi-dimensional | (below 10% in recent welfare state model | standards and reduced
approach) estimates for TN) deprivation

Source: Government of India, Census 2011; National Sample Survey (NSS); Ministry of Education AISHE
Reports; Tamil Nadu Government Policy Notes on Social Justice and Human Development (latest available
compilations).
Role of Ambedkar’s Views on Education and Social Empowerment in Improving Human Capital
Development in Tamil Nadu

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar viewed education as the most powerful instrument for social
liberation, equality, and human capital formation. His principle of Educate, Agitate, and
Organize emphasized that education is not only for employment but also for dignity, awareness,
and social transformation. In Tamil Nadu, these ideas strongly align with state-led inclusive
education policies, resulting in measurable human capital development. Tamil Nadu has
achieved significant educational progress. The literacy rate increased from 73.5% (2001) to
about 80.3% (2011), with current estimates remaining above 82%. Female literacy has also
improved substantially, narrowing gender gaps and strengthening workforce participation. The
state’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education reached around 51% in 2022, one of
the highest in India, reflecting expansion of skilled human capital. SC/ST enrolment in higher
education also increased nationally from 6.9% (2007) to 23.3% (2022), indicating Ambedkarite
policy influence through reservations and scholarships that Tamil Nadu actively implements.

Ambedkar’s emphasis on equal access to education, especially for marginalized groups
and women, is reflected in Tamil Nadu’s welfare-driven education model, free textbooks, mid-
day meals, and hostel support systems. These interventions have reduced dropout rates and

improved school retention, particularly among rural and first-generation learners. From a human
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capital perspective, education in Tamil Nadu has improved productivity, employability, and
social mobility. Studies show that higher education participation directly contributes to better
employment outcomes and income levels, strengthening the state’s service and knowledge
economy. Thus, Ambedkar’s educational philosophy has played a crucial conceptual role in
shaping Tamil Nadu’s inclusive education system. By expanding access, reducing inequality, and
empowering marginalized communities, it has significantly enhanced human capital formation,
economic participation, and social empowerment in the state. The details of the Ambedkar’s
Educational Vision and Human Capital Development in Tamil Nadu are given in table -73.
Table -73

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Ambedkar’s Educational Vision and Human Capital Development in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Indicator Statistical Evidence Interpretation Link with Ambedkar’s
(Tamil Nadu/India) Educational Thought
1. Literacy Rate Tamil Nadu: 80.3% Higher literacy Ambedkar emphasized
(2011 Census), ~82% reflects improved education as the
(recent estimates); basic human capital foundation of dignity and
India: 74.0% (2011) foundation social equality
2. Female Literacy | Tamil Nadu: ~73.4% Reduced gender gap Supports Ambedkar’s
Rate (2011); India: 65.5% improves inclusive view on education for
(2011) workforce women empowerment
participation
3. Gross Enrolment | Tamil Nadu: ~51% High enrolment Reflects Ambedkar’s idea
Ratio (Higher (2022); India: ~28— indicates strong skill | of education for upward
Education) 29% (2022) and knowledge base mobility
4, SC/ST Higher India: SC 19.6%, ST Increasing Direct outcome of
Education 7.7% (2021-22 representation of Ambedkarite reservation
Enrolment AISHE); improving marginalized groups and equity principles
trend over time
5. School Dropout Tamil Nadu: ~8-10% Better retention Aligns with Ambedkar’s
Rate (Secondary | (lower than national improves long-term stress on sustained
Level) average ~14%) skill formation education access
6. Employment in Tamil Nadu: ~47% Shift toward skilled Education-driven human
Services Sector workforce in services employment structure | capital expansion supports
Ambedkar’s economic
uplift vision

Source: Ministry of Education, Government of India — AISHE (All India Survey on Higher Education)

Report 2021-22.

Ambedkar’s philosophy strongly influenced India’s constitutional commitment to equal
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educational opportunity, affirmative action, and social justice, which Tamil Nadu has actively
implemented through welfare-based education policies such as free schooling, mid-day meals,

and reservation-driven access to higher education. These measures have collectively improved
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literacy, reduced dropout rates, and expanded higher education participation among marginalized
groups, thereby strengthening human capital formation and economic inclusion in the state.
Impact of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Reservation Policy and Social Welfare Programmes on Socio-
Economic Upliftment of Marginalised Communities in Tamil Nadu

B. R. Ambedkar’s vision of social justice, equality, and affirmative action strongly
influenced India’s reservation system and welfare architecture, which Tamil Nadu has expanded
through progressive state policies. His idea that political democracy must be supported by “social
and economic democracy” is reflected in the state’s high reservation share and targeted welfare
schemes for SC, ST, and other backward classes. Tamil Nadu currently implements around 69%
reservation in education and public employment for SC, ST, BC, MBC, and DNC communities,
one of the highest in India. This policy has significantly improved access to higher education and
government jobs for marginalised groups. For example, data shows that SC/ST and OBC student
enrolment in higher education has steadily increased, contributing to higher literacy and
professional participation rates in the state’s human capital formation system . This reflects
Ambedkar’s principle of ensuring equal opportunity through institutional support.

Welfare programmes inspired by Ambedkarite principles further strengthen socio-
economic upliftment. Schemes under the Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department include
scholarships, hostels, skill development, and entrepreneurship support. Recently, more than
2,100 SC/ST entrepreneurs received support, including X159.76 crore in assistance, promoting
self-employment and economic independence. In addition, education-linked schemes such as
foreign study assistance have enabled over 200 SC/ST students to pursue higher education
abroad, expanding global opportunities for marginalised youth. However, challenges remain. A
reported 90% decline in central funding for SC/ST welfare in Tamil Nadu (2018-2024) has
raised concerns about sustainability of welfare programmes and their long-term impact . Overall,
Ambedkar’s ideas have deeply shaped Tamil Nadu’s reservation and welfare framework, leading
to improved education access, employment opportunities, and economic mobility for
marginalised communities though continued financial and policy support is essential for
inclusive and sustained development. The details of the Impact of Ambedkar’s Ideas on
Reservation Policy and Social Welfare Programmes on Socio-Economic Upliftment of

Marginalised Communities in Tamil Nadu are stated in table - 74.
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Table -74
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Impact of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Reservation Policy and Social Welfare Programmes on Socio-

Economic Upliftment of Marginalised Communities in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Indicator Statistical Evidence (Tamil Nadu) Socio-Economic Impact Linked to
Ambedkarite Ideas
1. Reservation coverage | Around 69% total reservation for Ensures proportional
in education & jobs SC, ST, BC, MBC, and DNC representation in higher education
communities and public employment, reducing
historical exclusion
2. SCI/ST higher Steady rise in SC/ST enrolment, with | Enhances human capital
education enrolment | SC students forming a significant formation and upward mobility
share in state colleges (above through access to education
national average participation levels)
3. Government Thousands of SC/ST students Reduces school dropout rates and
scholarship coverage | annually supported under scholarship | improves continuation into higher
schemes (Pre-Matric & Post-Matric) | education
4, Overseas education Over 200 SC/ST students supported | Expands global skill exposure and
assistance for foreign studies in recent years high-skilled employment
opportunities
5. Entrepreneurship 2,100+ SC/ST entrepreneurs Promotes self-employment and
support supported with X159.76 crore economic independence among
assistance marginalised groups
6. Welfare Large network of Adi Dravidar Improves access to safe
infrastructure (hostels | hostels and skill training centres accommodation, education
& training) across districts continuity, and employability
skills
7. Employment Increased SC/ST participation in Reduces unemployment
representation state government jobs due to inequality and strengthens
reservation system inclusive governance
8. Funding constraint Reported ~90% decline in central Creates challenges in sustaining
SC/ST welfare funds (2018-2024) welfare expansion and long-term
development impact

Source: Times of India; New Indian Express; ResearchGate (compiled policy and welfare data on Tamil
Nadu SC/ST development indicators, 2024—-2025).

Ambedkar’s principles of social justice and affirmative action are strongly reflected in

Tamil Nadu’s reservation and welfare systems. These measures have significantly improved

education access, employment opportunities, and entrepreneurial participation among
marginalised communities. However, financial constraints highlight the need for stronger and
sustained policy support to fully realise inclusive development.
Relevance of Ambedkar’s Economic Thought in Addressing Poverty, Unemployment, and
Inequality in Tamil Nadu

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s economic thought strongly emphasizes social justice, land reforms,

education, labour rights, and state-led redistribution, which remain highly relevant to Tamil
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Nadu’s development challenges. The state has made significant progress, yet issues of inequality
and unemployment persist alongside low but non-zero poverty levels. Tamil Nadu’s poverty rate
declined sharply from 36.54% (2005-06) to about 1.43% (2022-23), showing strong welfare-
driven growth outcomes. However, unemployment remains structurally complex, with overall
unemployment around 4.4% and youth unemployment exceeding 17%, particularly affecting
educated youth. Income inequality also persists, especially between skilled urban workers and
rural informal labour groups.

First, his emphasis on education as a tool of empowerment aligns with Tamil Nadu’s high
enrolment rates (above 95% in school education), which have contributed to mobility for
marginalized groups. Second, his advocacy for labour rights and state intervention supports
addressing unemployment through skill development and public employment programmes,
especially in sectors where jobless growth is visible. Third, his focus on economic democracy
and redistribution is reflected in Tamil Nadu’s welfare schemes such as food security, housing,
and women-centric income support, which have helped reduce multidimensional poverty to very
low levels (around 2.2% in recent assessments) . Overall, Ambedkar’s economic thought remains
highly relevant as Tamil Nadu transitions from poverty reduction to addressing inequality and
jobless growth, requiring stronger redistribution, inclusive employment policies, and equal
access to productive assets. The details of the Relevance of Ambedkar’s Economic Thought in
Addressing Poverty, Unemployment, and Inequality in Tamil Nadu are stated in table -75.

Table -75

Relevance of Ambedkar’s Economic Thought in Addressing Poverty, Unemployment, and

Inequality in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Dimension Statistical Evidence Socio-Economic Relevance of Ambedkar’s
(Tamil Nadu) Issue Economic Thought
1. Poverty Reduction | Poverty declined from | Though poverty is | Ambedkar’s focus on state-
36.54% (2005-06) to low, rural pockets led redistribution and
1.43% (2022-23) still face welfare supports continued
deprivation poverty eradication through
targeted subsidies and social
security
2. Multidimensional | Reduced to around Remaining His emphasis on equal
Poverty 2.2% (recent estimates) | deprivation in access to basic services
housing, health, and | aligns with Tamil Nadu’s
education welfare model (housing,
nutrition, health schemes)
3. Unemployment Overall unemployment | Educated Ambedkar’s stress on
Rate ~4.4%, youth unemployment and | technical education and skill
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unemployment 17%-+ | skill mismatch formation supports skill-
based employment
generation
4, Labour Force Over 45% workforce Low job security His advocacy for labour
Structure in informal sector and wage inequality | rights and regulation of

labour markets is relevant for
improving worker
protections

5. Income Inequality | Rising gap between Unequal income Ambedkar’s idea of
urban skilled and rural | distribution despite | economic democracy
informal workers (Gini | growth supports redistribution and
~0.34-0.36 range) inclusive growth policies
6. Education Access | School enrolment rate | Quality-job His belief in education as a
above 95% mismatch persists tool of social mobility

supports higher education
and employability reforms
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Source: Economic Survey of Tamil Nadu 2024-25, Government of Tamil Nadu; NITI Aayog
Multidimensional Poverty Index (2023-24); Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), MoSPI Government of
India.

Ambedkar’s economic thought remains highly relevant in Tamil Nadu by guiding
policies that shift focus from basic poverty reduction to addressing structural unemployment,
inequality, and labour insecurity through education, welfare, and economic democracy.
Ambedkar’s Concept of Economic Democracy and Its Influence on Inclusive Growth and Social
Development in Tamil Nadu

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s idea of economic democracy emphasizes equitable distribution of
wealth, state-led planning, and equal access to economic opportunities as essential for real social
justice. In Tamil Nadu, these principles are strongly reflected in the “Dravidian model” of
development, which combines rapid economic growth with extensive welfare policies. Tamil
Nadu has achieved notable inclusive outcomes aligned with Ambedkar’s vision. The State’s
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) increased from about X14.6 lakh crore (2017-18) to
%31.18 lakh crore (2024-25), showing strong economic expansion alongside welfare investment.
At the same time, life expectancy rose to 73.4 years (2019-23), and the birth rate declined to 12
per 1,000 populations (2023), reflecting improved health and demographic transition driven by
social development policies. Education also expanded significantly, with a Gross Enrolment
Ratio of 56% at higher education level, nearly double the national average, indicating widening
access to human capital formation.

Ambedkar’s emphasis on reducing inequality is visible in Tamil Nadu’s social justice—

based governance, where affirmative action, welfare subsidies, and public education systems
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have reduced disparities. For example, improved maternal care, near-universal school access,
and expansion of government colleges across districts have helped reduce rural-urban and caste-
based gaps. Studies show that Tamil Nadu’s model has achieved lower infant mortality (22 per
1,000) and higher vaccination coverage (80%+) compared to several other states, indicating more
inclusive human development outcomes . Thus, Ambedkar’s economic democracy has
influenced Tamil Nadu by shaping policies that combine growth with redistribution, welfare with
productivity, and equality with expansion of opportunity. This has created a relatively balanced
development model where economic progress is closely linked with social inclusion and human
development. The details of the Influence of Ambedkar’s Economic Democracy on Inclusive
Growth and Social Development in Tamil Nadu are presented in table -76.
Table -76
Influence of Ambedkar’s Economic Democracy on Inclusive Growth and Social

Development in Tamil Nadu

S.No. | Indicator (Inclusive Tamil Nadu Performance Evidence of Ambedkar’s Economic
Growth Dimension) (Latest Available Period) Democracy Influence
1. GSDP Growth %14.6 lakh crore (2017-18) | Reflects state-led planning and
— %31.18 lakh crore (2024— | redistribution-oriented growth balancing
25) markets with welfare investment
2. Poverty Ratio ~11.3% (2022, lower than Reduction in poverty through welfare
national average ~22%) schemes, subsidies, and social protection
policies
3. Higher Education 56% (2023) vs India ~28% | Expansion of educational access supports
GER Ambedkar’s emphasis on equal opportunity
and human capital
4. Female Literacy Rate | 73.4% (2023) Improvement driven by social justice
policies, reservation, and school
accessibility
5. Infant Mortality Rate | 13 per 1,000 live births Strong public health system and universal
(IMR) (2023) healthcare access reflect inclusive welfare
state model
6. Life Expectancy 73.4 years (2019-23) Indicates improved living standards
through equitable healthcare and nutrition
policies
7. Urban-Rural Narrowing due to rural Redistribution of resources aligns with
Development Gap infrastructure expansion economic democracy principles
8. Employment in ~51% (2023 estimate) Growth of formal employment through
Organized Sector industrial policy and skill development
programs

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu Economic Survey (2024-25); NITI Aayog Health & Education Indicators

(2023); Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI), Government of India.

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026 PAGE NO:193



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Tamil Nadu’s development trajectory reflects Ambedkar’s idea of economic democracy
through state intervention, redistribution, and equal access to education, health, and employment,
leading to balanced and inclusive socio-economic progress.

Role of Ambedkarite Principles in Shaping Labour Welfare and Social Protection Policies in Tamil
Nadu

Ambedkarite principles such as social justice, equality, dignity of labour, and state
responsibility for welfare have strongly influenced Tamil Nadu’s labour welfare and social
protection framework. The state follows a “Dravidian model” that aligns closely with Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar’s vision of protecting marginalized workers, especially those in the unorganised
sector. A major reflection of this influence is the creation of multiple welfare boards for
unorganised workers under the Tamil Nadu Manual Workers Act (1982). These boards cover
more than 18 occupational groups including construction workers, tailors, washermen, drivers,
and handloom workers, ensuring universal social security coverage beyond formal employment.
This aligns with Ambedkar’s emphasis on extending protections to the most vulnerable labour
groups.

The Tamil Nadu Labour Welfare Board, established under the Labour Welfare Fund Act
(1972), collects contributions from employers, employees, and the government to fund welfare
benefits. The contribution structure is *10 each from employees and government, and 320 from
employers per worker annually, demonstrating shared responsibility in welfare provisioning. In
terms of impact, the welfare system has significantly expanded financial protection. For
example, Tamil Nadu’s welfare boards disbursed about 22,460 crore in benefits over four years,
with 2930 crore distributed in 202425 alone to registered workers, showing large-scale social
protection coverage. These schemes provide accident compensation, maternity benefits,
education assistance for workers’ children, pension support, and health aid, directly reflecting
Ambedkar’s idea that economic democracy must accompany political democracy. Overall, Tamil
Nadu’s labour welfare model demonstrates Ambedkarite principles in practice by ensuring state-
led redistribution, protection of informal workers, and institutionalized social security, thereby
reducing vulnerability and strengthening inclusive development. The details of the Labour
Welfare and Social Protection Outcomes in Tamil Nadu Reflecting Ambedkarite Principles are

given in table - 77.
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Table - 77
Labour Welfare and Social Protection Outcomes in Tamil Nadu Reflecting Ambedkarite Principles
S.No. Indicator / Policy Statistical Evidence (Tamil Ambedkarite Policy Impact
Area Nadu) Principle
Reflected
1. Registered 2.1 crore workers enrolled Inclusion of Expands social
unorganised workers | (2024) marginal labour | security to informal
under welfare boards sector
2. Welfare boards 38+ categories (construction, | Equality and Universalisation of
coverage domestic, transport, etc.) dignity of labour | labour welfare
3. Total welfare fund 32,460 crore (2021-2025 Redistribution of | Financial protection
disbursed cumulative) state resources for vulnerable
workers
4, Annual welfare %930 crore (2024-25) State Strengthens income
disbursement responsibility in | security
welfare
5. Construction 1.25 crore registered workers | Protection of Large-scale safety net
Workers Welfare unorganised coverage
Board beneficiaries labour
6. Key benefits provided | Education aid 5,000~ Social justice and | Reduces poverty
%50,000, maternity X18,000— | human dignity vulnerability
324,000, accident relief up to
%5 lakh
7. Labour Welfare Fund | Employer 320, employee Shared welfare Sustainable welfare
contribution system | 210, government 10 per responsibility financing
worker/year

Source: Tamil Nadu Department of Labour Welfare and

(Government of Tamil Nadu).

Skill Development, Policy Note 2024-25

Contribution of Ambedkar’s Political Philosophy in Strengthening Democratic Governance and

Policy Formulation for Economic Development in Tamil Nadu

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s political philosophy has significantly shaped Tamil Nadu’s

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026

democratic governance through constitutionalism, social justice, and participatory democracy,
which together have strengthened policy formulation for inclusive economic development. His
emphasis on equality, decentralisation, and rights-based governance is reflected in Tamil Nadu’s
welfare-driven “Dravidian model,” which prioritises human development and equitable growth.
Tamil Nadu has achieved strong socio-economic outcomes under this framework. The State’s
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) increased from about X14.6 lakh crore in 2017-18 to
%31.18 lakh crore in 2024-25, making it the second-largest state economy in India . This growth
is supported by policies rooted in Ambedkarite principles such as access to education, labour

welfare, and affirmative action, which have improved human capital formation and productivity.
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The details of the Contribution of Ambedkar’s Political Philosophy in Strengthening Democratic

Governance and Economic Development in Tamil Nadu are given in table - 78.

Table -78

Contribution of Ambedkar’s Political Philosophy in Strengthening Democratic Governance

and Economic Development in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Dimension Ambedkarite Principle | Policy Evidence in Tamil Statistical Impact (Recent
Nadu Estimates)
1. Democratic Constitutionalism, rule | Strong implementation of | 12,525 Panchayats
Governance of law, institutional elected local bodies functioning with >90%
accountability (Panchayati Raj), elected representation
transparency in welfare ensuring decentralized
delivery decision-making
2. Economic State-led development | Dravidian model GSDP increased from
Growth & with social justice integrating welfare 324.8 lakh crore (2021—
Planning schemes with industrial 22) to ¥31.18 lakh crore
growth and public (2024-25), showing ~7—
investment 8% annual growth
3. Social Justice Equality and Reservation policies in SC population (~20%)
& Inclusion affirmative action for | education, employment, benefits from >40% share
marginalized groups and targeted welfare in housing and welfare
schemes for SC/ST subsidy coverage in key
communities schemes
4, Education & Education as liberation | Mid-Day Meal Scheme Literacy rate ~82.9%;
Human Capital | and empowerment expansion, higher Gross Enrolment Ratio in
education access, skill higher education ~51—
development initiatives 56%, among highest in
India
5. Labour Protection of labour Extensive labour welfare | Over 40 lakh workers
Welfare & dignity and fair boards and social security | covered under welfare
Economic working conditions schemes for informal boards providing
Rights workers pensions, insurance, and
maternity benefits
6. Human Social democracy and | Public health system Life expectancy ~73.4
Development welfare-oriented state | strengthening and years; Infant Mortality
Outcomes nutrition programmes Rate reduced to ~9 per
1,000 live births

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu, Economic Survey 2024-25; Tamil Nadu Human Development Reports;

Policy Review of Welfare and Development Indicators (Compilations).

Ambedkar’s influence is also visible in inclusive governance structures, particularly

through reservation policies and decentralised institutions. Tamil Nadu’s strong implementation

of local governance under Panchayati Raj reforms has enhanced citizen participation and

accountability in development planning. This has improved delivery of welfare schemes such as

housing, nutrition, and social security for marginalised communities. In the social sector, Tamil

Nadu’s human development achievements, such as increased life expectancy (73.4 years in
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2023) and high Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education (56%), reflect Ambedkar’s emphasis
on education as a tool of empowerment. Additionally, targeted welfare schemes for Scheduled
Castes and other disadvantaged groups have reduced inequalities and strengthened social
cohesion. Overall, Ambedkar’s political philosophy has contributed to a governance model in
Tamil Nadu that integrates democracy, welfare, and economic planning, ensuring that
development is not only growth-oriented but also socially inclusive and institutionally
accountable. Ambedkar’s political philosophy has deeply influenced Tamil Nadu’s governance
architecture by embedding equality, welfare, and institutional democracy into policy design. This
has enabled sustained economic growth alongside strong social development indicators, making
the state a model of inclusive development.

Influence of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Reform Movements and Equitable Economic
Development in Tamil Nadu

Ambedkar’s ideas have deeply shaped Tamil Nadu’s social reform movements and
significantly contributed to more equitable economic development by strengthening anti-caste
mobilisation, political representation, and welfare-based governance. His philosophy of social
justice, annihilation of caste, and equal access to resources became the ideological backbone of
several Dalit and Ambedkarite movements such as Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK) and
Puthiya Tamilagam, which emerged strongly from the 1990s onwards. These movements pushed
for reservation expansion, land rights, and education access for marginalized communities,
reinforcing structural inclusion in the state economy. Historically, Tamil Nadu’s social reform
environment, shaped by Periyar and later Ambedkarite influence, helped reduce caste-based
exclusion in education and employment. Female literacy rose significantly from below 10% in
the early 20th century to over 73% in the 2011 Census, while Scheduled Caste literacy increased
from around 63% (2001) to nearly 74% (2011), reflecting improved educational access driven by
social justice politics and affirmative action.

Economically, Tamil Nadu’s strong reservation policy and welfare-oriented governance
led to greater SC/ST participation in public employment. For example, SC representation in
government jobs has remained close to the constitutional target of 18% reservation, with
substantial participation in education, police, and local governance institutions. Poverty among
SC households also declined from about 38-40% in the early 2000s to nearly 22-25% in the

2010s, indicating gradual economic upliftment linked to inclusive policies. Ambedkarite
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influence also strengthened unionisation and labour rights, especially among informal and rural

workers, ensuring better wage protections and access to welfare schemes such as MGNREGA.

Overall, Ambedkar’s ideology transformed Tamil Nadu’s reform movements into a structured

socio-economic justice framework, promoting education, employment equity, and poverty

reduction, thereby advancing more inclusive and balanced economic development across

marginalized communities. The details of the Influence of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Reform

Movements and Equitable Economic Development in Tamil Nadu are given in table - 79.

Table -79

Influence of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Reform Movements and Equitable Economic

Development in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Dimension Indicator Statistical Evidence Impact on Equitable
Development
1. Education Literacy Rate Increased from 73.5% Expansion of access to
Equity (Total Population) | (2001) to 80.09% education through reservation
(2011) and social justice policies
inspired by Ambedkarite
ideology

2. Social Inclusion | SC Literacy Rate Increased from 63.2% Reduction in caste-based

(2001) to 73.3% (2011) | educational exclusion due to
affirmative action and reform
movements

3. Gender + Social | Female Literacy Increased from 64.4% Empowerment of women and
Justice Rate (2001) to 73.4% (2011) | marginalized groups through

welfare and rights-based
reforms

4. Economic Poverty among SC | Declined from ~38— Improved livelihood
Inclusion households 40% (2004-05) to ~22— | opportunities through welfare

25% (2011-12) schemes, land support, and
employment programs

5. Employment SC Representation | Maintained near 18% Increased participation of
Equity in Public reservation target marginalized groups in

Employment (varies across governance and state services
departments: ~16-20%)

6. Rural MGNREGA Over 50-70% of rural Strengthened wage security
Livelihood Employment SC households engaged | and reduced rural distress
Security Access in wage employment in | migration

peak years

7. Political Dalit-led political | Rise of parties like Strengthened voice in policy-

Empowerment | movements VCK (1990s onward) making and social reform
with consistent electoral | agenda
presence

Source: Census of India 2001 & 2011; Tamil Nadu Human Development Reports; NSSO Employment and
Unemployment Surveys (2004-2012); Ministry of Rural Development (MGNREGA Reports).

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026

PAGE NO:198




GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Ambedkarite ideology significantly influenced Tamil Nadu’s reform movements by
strengthening education access, employment equity, poverty reduction, and political
representation, leading to more inclusive economic development.

Ambedkar’s Socio-Economic and Political Ideas and Their Impact on Inclusive and Sustainable
Development in Tamil Nadu

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s ideas on social justice, constitutional morality, education, and
economic democracy have strongly influenced Tamil Nadu’s inclusive development model. His
emphasis on equality, affirmative action, and state-led welfare aligns with the Dravidian
governance approach, shaping long-term socio-economic progress. Tamil Nadu has achieved
significant inclusive growth outcomes. The Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) increased
from X14.6 lakh crore in 2017-18 to %31.18 lakh crore in 2024-25, reflecting strong economic
expansion alongside welfare policies. At the same time, Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher
education reached 56%, nearly double the national average, showing improved educational
access for marginalized groups. Life expectancy increased from 69.8 years (2018-22) to 73.4
years (2019-23), indicating better health and living standards.

Ambedkar’s influence is evident in Tamil Nadu’s strong reservation and welfare systems.
Historical reforms increased educational and employment reservations for backward
communities up to 69% in state policies, enabling higher representation in education and public
services. As a result, Scheduled Caste literacy improved significantly, rising from around 21.4%
(1961) to 66.1% (2011), showing long-term human capital development through affirmative
action. In governance, Ambedkar’s principle of constitutional safeguards is reflected in Tamil
Nadu’s strong social justice administration, which prioritizes SC/ST welfare, education schemes,
housing support, and skill development programs. These interventions have also contributed to
Tamil Nadu being recognized as a front-runner state in Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
performance, especially in education, health, and poverty reduction.

However, challenges remain, including persistent income inequality and rural-urban
disparities, indicating the need for stronger implementation of inclusive policies. Overall,
Ambedkar’s socio-political philosophy has played a foundational role in shaping Tamil Nadu’s
inclusive growth model, combining economic expansion with social justice and sustainability,

making it one of India’s most progressive development states. The details of the Impact of
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Ambedkar’s Socio-Political Thought on Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Development in
Tamil Nadu are stated in table - 80.

Table - 80

Impact of Ambedkar’s Socio-Political Thought on Inclusive and Sustainable Economic

Development in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Indicator Statistical Evidence (Tamil Nadu) Interpretation in Ambedkarite
(Inclusive Framework
Development
Dimension)
1. State Economic Increased from %14.6 lakh crore | Reflects state-led development consistent
Growth (GSDP) (2017-18) to 31.18 lakh crore | with Ambedkar’s idea of economic
(2024-25) democracy, where growth is supported
by state intervention and welfare
redistribution
2. Poverty Reduction | Multidimensional Poverty Index | Shows inclusive growth through
(MPI) reduced from around redistribution and welfare schemes
12.8% (2015-16) to ~4.8% benefiting marginalized communities
(2019-21)
3. Higher Education | Gross Enrolment Ratio reached Demonstrates Ambedkar’s emphasis on
Access (GER) ~56% (2023-24) compared to education as a tool for social
national average of ~28% emancipation and equality
4, SC Literacy Increased from 21.4% (1961) to | Indicates long-term impact of affirmative
Improvement 66.1% (2011 Census) action and reservation policies inspired
by Ambedkarite justice
5. Reservation Policy | Tamil Nadu maintains 69% total | Reflects structural correction of historical
Strength reservation in education and inequality aligned with Ambedkar’s
employment social justice philosophy
6. Life Expectancy Increased from 69.8 years Shows improved human development
(2018-22) to 73.4 years (2019- | through welfare state interventions in
23) health and nutrition
7. Poverty & Social Over 70%+ households covered | Reflects Ambedkar’s belief in state
Protection under welfare schemes (PDS, responsibility for minimum living
Coverage housing, health insurance) standards
8. Gender and Social | Female workforce participation | Indicates gradual progress toward
Inclusion around 32-36% (urban-rural inclusive economic participation
combined estimate) supported by social reforms

Source: Government of India (Census 2011; NITI Aayog MPI Reports 2019-21; Tamil Nadu Economic
Survey 2024-25; MoSPI & State Planning Commission Reports).

Tamil Nadu’s development model reflects Ambedkar’s core principles, equality,

education, state responsibility, and social justice. The combination of rapid economic growth and
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strong welfare redistribution demonstrates an inclusive and partially sustainable development
pathway, although challenges like inequality and informal employment remain.
Influence of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Justice and Equality in Improving HDI and Social
Development Indicators in Tamil Nadu

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s ideas on social justice, equality, education, and constitutional
safeguards have significantly shaped Tamil Nadu’s inclusive development model. His emphasis
on reservation, eradication of caste discrimination, and universal education aligns strongly with
the state’s high human development outcomes. Tamil Nadu’s Human Development Index (HDI)
improved from 0.457 (1993-94) to 0.708 (2017-18), reflecting sustained progress in health,
education, and income dimensions, which are central to Ambedkarite thought. Recent estimates
place Tamil Nadu’s HDI at around 0.751 (2024), categorising it as a high human development
state in India. The details of the Impact of Ambedkarite Principles on Human Development in
Tamil Nadu are stated in table — 81.

Table - 81

Impact of Ambedkarite Principles on Human Development in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Indicator (Social Evidence (Tamil Nadu) Link to Ambedkar’s Ideas
Development Dimension)
1. HDI improvement 0.457 (1993-94) — 0.751 | Equal access to education, health, and
(2024 est.) income opportunities
2. Life expectancy ~69.8 years (2018-22) — | Focus on public health equity and
73.4 years (2019-23) welfare state expansion.
3. Literacy rate ~80.4% (2020) Strong emphasis on universal education
and eradication of caste barriers.
4, Infant Mortality Rate 18 per 1,000 live births Public health equity and social
(2020) protection policies.
5. Higher education access GER ~56% (college level) | Education as a tool of social mobility for
marginalized groups.

Ambedkar’s philosophy directly influenced reservation policies, affirmative action, and
welfare schemes, which helped marginalized communities (SC/ST and backward classes) gain
better access to education, jobs, and healthcare in Tamil Nadu. This reduced inequality and
improved inequality-adjusted human development outcomes, even though gaps still exist.
Overall, Tamil Nadu’s strong performance in HDI and social indicators reflects an Ambedkarite
development framework, where social justice acts as a foundation for economic growth and

human development, ensuring that progress is more inclusive and equitable.
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Building on the earlier analysis, Tamil Nadu’s progress in human development also
reflects Ambedkar’s vision of reducing structural inequality through state intervention and
affirmative action. One of the strongest outcomes is seen in social inclusion indicators,
particularly among Scheduled Castes (SCs) and other marginalized groups. The SC literacy rate
in Tamil Nadu increased from 63.2% (2001) to around 73.3% (2011 Census), narrowing the gap
with the state average literacy of 80.1%. The details of the Influence of Ambedkarite Social

Justice Principles on Human Development and Social Indicators in Tamil Nadu are given in table

— 82.
Table - 82
Influence of Ambedkarite Social Justice Principles on Human Development and Social
Indicators in Tamil Nadu
S.No. Indicator Statistical Evidence (Tamil Change Over Link to Ambedkar’s Ideas
Nadu) Time
1. Human ~0.457 (1993-94) — Strong upward Equality in access to
Development Index | ~0.708 (2017-18) — trend education, health, and
(HDI) ~0.75 (2024 est.) income
2. Life Expectancy ~69.8 years (2011) — +3.6 years Welfare state expansion
~73.4 years (2023) improvement and public health equity
3. Literacy Rate 73.5% (2001) — 80.1% Steady rise Education as a tool of
(Total) (2011) — ~82% (2023 social emancipation
est.)
4. SC Literacy Rate 63.2% (2001) — 73.3% +10.1% increase | Reservation and anti-caste
(2011) discrimination policies
5. Infant Mortality 37 (2011) — 14 (2023) per | Sharp decline Equitable healthcare
Rate (IMR) 1,000 live births access and public welfare
6. Maternal Mortality | 90 (2011-13) — ~60 Significant Gender justice and
Ratio (MMR) (2020-22) per 100,000 reduction reproductive healthcare
births equity
7. Poverty Rate 37.5% (1993-94) — <9% | Major reduction | Redistribution and social
(2021 est.) protection policies
8. Higher Education ~45% (2015) — ~52-56% | Increasing Educational upliftment of
GER (2023 est.) access marginalized groups

Source: Government of India (Census 2001 & 2011, NFHS-5), Tamil Nadu Human Development Reports,
NITI Aayog Multi-dimensional Poverty Index (2019-21), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW)

reports.

This improvement is closely linked to Ambedkarite emphasis on education as a tool of
emancipation, supported by reservation in schools, colleges, and scholarships. The Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education for SC students rose to nearly 45-48% in recent
years, significantly higher than the national average, showing improved access to upward

mobility.
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In health, Tamil Nadu’s Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) declined sharply from 37 per 1,000 live
births (2011) to about 13-14 (2023), reflecting expanded public health infrastructure and
universal welfare access. Similarly, Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) dropped to around 60 per
100,000 live births (2020-22), one of the lowest in India. Poverty reduction has also been
notable, with the state’s poverty rate falling from 37.5% (1993-94) to below 9% in recent
estimates, driven by inclusive welfare schemes and labour protections. Overall, these
improvements demonstrate how Ambedkar’s principles of social justice, equality, and
redistribution have strengthened Tamil Nadu’s human development trajectory.

Relationship between Ambedkarite Principles of Inclusive Development and GSDP Growth in
Tamil Nadu

Ambedkarite principles of inclusive development emphasize social justice, equal access
to education, labour rights, and reduction of structural inequalities. In Tamil Nadu, these
principles have strongly supported human capital formation and broad-based economic growth,
which is reflected in the steady rise of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP). Tamil Nadu has
achieved rapid and sustained economic expansion, with GSDP reaching about 327.22 lakh crore
in 2023-24 and registering real growth of 8.33% and nominal growth of 13.71% in that year.
The state further expanded to about X31.19 lakh crore in 2024-25 with real growth above 11%,
making it one of India’s fastest-growing large state economies. This growth is closely linked
with inclusive development strategies aligned with Ambedkarite ideas. A key Ambedkarite
influence is mass education and skill development, which has improved labour productivity.
Tamil Nadu has one of the highest higher education enrolment rates in India, contributing to a
skilled workforce that supports manufacturing and services-led growth. This has strengthened
sectors like automobiles, electronics, textiles, and IT services.

Secondly, welfare-oriented governance and social protection policies (such as education
support, health access, and women empowerment schemes) have reduced poverty and increased
consumption demand. This demand expansion directly stimulates industrial and service sector
growth, reinforcing GSDP expansion. Thirdly, Ambedkarite emphasis on labour dignity and
inclusion of marginalised groups (SC/ST and women) has increased labour force participation.
Tamil Nadu also shows relatively better human development indicators and reduced inequality,
which improves economic stability and long-term productivity. Thus, the relationship is mutually

reinforcing: inclusive development improves human capital and demand conditions, while

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026 PAGE NO:203



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

sustained GSDP growth provides resources for further social welfare. Tamil Nadu’s experience

demonstrates that Ambedkarite principles are not only social ideals but also drivers of economic

growth and structural transformation. The details of the Ambedkarite Inclusive Development and

Its Relationship with GSDP Growth in Tamil Nadu are stated in table — 83.
Table - 83

Ambedkarite Inclusive Development and Its Relationship with GSDP Growth in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Indicator Statistical Evidence Link with Ambedkarite Economic Impact on
(Tamil Nadu) Inclusive Development GSDP
Principles
1. GSDP (2023- %27.22 lakh crore Reflects broad-based Strong expansion of
24) (nominal) economic participation overall state economy
through inclusive growth
policies
2. GSDP (2024- %31.19 lakh crore Driven by inclusive Sustained high growth
25) (projected/advanced industrialisation and (>11% real growth)
estimate) human capital
development
3. Real GSDP 8.33% (2023-24), >11% | Inclusive welfare and Accelerates structural
Growth Rate (2024-25) education policies transformation
increase productivity and
consumption
4. Literacy Rate 82.9% (Census 2011, Ambedkarite focus on Higher skilled labour
higher recent estimates education equality and force supporting
~85%+) access industries
5. Higher ~51% Gross Enrolment Equal access to education | Expands skilled
Education Ratio (one of highest in and social mobility workforce for IT,
Enrolment India) manufacturing,
services
6. Poverty Poverty rate ~4-5% Welfare schemes targeting | Expands
Reduction (among lowest in India) marginalised groups consumption-driven
economic growth
7. Female Labour | ~42-45% (higher than Gender inclusion and Increases labour
Participation national average) empowerment policies supply and household
income
8. Industrial Manufacturing Inclusive industrial Strengthens export-
Output contributes ~30%+ to policies and labour rights | oriented growth
Contribution GSVA sectors

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu — Economic Survey 2024-25; Ministry of Statistics and Programme

Implementation (MoSPI), Government of India.
The data in table — 83, shows that Tamil Nadu’s strong GSDP growth is closely linked

with Ambedkarite principles of inclusive development such as education equality, social justice,

labour inclusion, and welfare-driven growth. These factors have improved human capital,

reduced poverty, and expanded consumption demand, thereby reinforcing long-term economic
growth.
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Impact of Reservation Policies Inspired by Ambedkar’s Social Philosophy on Educational
Attainment and Employment Opportunities among Marginalized Communities in Tamil Nadu

The reservation policies in Tamil Nadu, deeply influenced by the social justice
philosophy of B. R. Ambedkar, have played a crucial role in transforming educational attainment
and employment opportunities among marginalized communities such as Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other Backward Classes (OBC). Tamil Nadu follows a unique and
expanded affirmative action framework with a total reservation level of 69 per cent, which is one
of the highest in India. This includes 18 per cent for SCs, 1 per cent for STs, and 50 per cent for
OBCs and other socially disadvantaged groups. This structural inclusion has significantly
increased participation in both higher education and public employment over the last few
decades. In education, the impact is visible through increased enrolment rates of marginalized
groups in schools, colleges, and professional institutions. According to All India Survey on
Higher Education (AISHE) trends, SC enrolment in higher education in India has increased from
below 5 per cent in the early 2000s to around 14-15 per cent in recent years, while ST enrolment
has risen to around 5-6 per cent. Tamil Nadu’s contribution to this improvement is significant
because the state consistently records higher Gross Enrolment Ratios (GER) compared to the
national average, particularly among SC students. The GER for higher education in Tamil Nadu
is around 47-50 per cent, higher than the national average of about 28-30 per cent and SC
student participation is relatively strong due to reserved seats in arts, science, engineering,
medicine, and law colleges.

The expansion of reservation from 41 per cent in the early post-independence period to
69 per cent in the 1990s ensured greater access to professional courses. As a result, the
proportion of first-generation learners from SC and OBC communities has increased
substantially. Government data and academic studies indicate that more than 60 per cent of
students in government engineering and arts colleges in Tamil Nadu come from reserved
categories, demonstrating the scale of inclusion. This has also contributed to improved literacy
rates among SC communities, which have risen from around 63 per cent in 2001 to more than 73
per cent in recent estimates, narrowing the gap with the general population. In employment,
reservation policies have ensured greater representation of marginalized communities in public
services such as education, police, revenue administration, and public sector undertakings. SC

representation in state government jobs in Tamil Nadu is estimated to be close to 20 per cent in
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several departments, aligning with reservation quotas. This has created stable income sources,
improved job security, and enabled upward social mobility. The presence of reserved recruitment
in Group I, 1, and I11 services has also allowed increased entry of SC and OBC candidates into
administrative roles, which were historically dominated by upper castes.

Economic studies suggest that households with access to government employment
experience higher consumption levels improved housing conditions, and better access to
healthcare and education for the next generation. As a result, a gradual emergence of a middle-
income group within SC and OBC populations has been observed in Tamil Nadu, particularly in
urban centres like Chennai, Coimbatore, and Madurai. However, disparities still persist, as a
significant proportion of SC households remain engaged in informal or low-wage employment,
indicating that while reservation has improved mobility, it has not fully eliminated structural
inequality. Overall, the reservation system inspired by Ambedkar’s vision of social justice has
been a powerful instrument in Tamil Nadu’s development model. It has expanded educational
access, improved employment representation, and strengthened social mobility among
historically excluded communities, while still requiring further reforms to address remaining
inequalities in quality of education and private-sector employment access. The details of the
Impact of Reservation Policies Inspired by Ambedkar’s Social Philosophy on Educational
Attainment and Employment Opportunities among Marginalized Communities in Tamil Nadu
are stated in table — 84.

Table - 84

Impact of Reservation Policies Inspired by Ambedkar’s Social Philosophy on Educational

Attainment and Employment Opportunities among Marginalized Communities in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Indicator Before Expansion of | After 69% Reservation Key Statistical Evidence
Reservation (Pre- Policy (2000s—-2020s) & Interpretation
1990s)
1. Reservation Share in | 41% (initial 69% (current policy Expansion enabled
Tamil Nadu Dravidian period) structure) broader inclusion of SC

(18%), ST (1%), and
OBC/MBC (50%)

communities
2. SC Enrolment in Below 5% (limited | Around 14-15% Significant rise due to
Higher Education access period) nationally, higher in reserved seats in arts,
TN institutions science, engineering, and
medical colleges
3. ST Enrolment in Less than 1% Around 5-6% Improved access through
Higher Education nationally targeted reservation and

scholarship schemes
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4, Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) in
Higher Education

SC GER below 10%

Tamil Nadu GER ~47—-
50% overall; SC
participation

State consistently
performs above national
average (~28-30%)

(SC/ST) significantly improved
5. Representation in Below 10% in most | Close to 18-20% in Near-parity with
Government Jobs departments state services reservation quota in
(SC) Group 1, 11, 111 services
6. Representation in Minimal and Increased entry into Stable public

Graduates (SC/OBC)

government colleges

Public Sector & concentrated in teaching, employment created
Teaching Jobs lower cadres administration, and upward mobility
PSU roles
7. Literacy Rate (SC Around 63% (2001 | Over 73% (recent Narrowing literacy gap
EIOF&Ul)ation, Tamil Census) estimates) with general population
adu
8. First-Generation Very low proportion | More than 60% in Major shift due to

reservation in
professional education

9. Poverty Rate among

Above 50% (1990s

Around 40% or slightly

Improvement due to

SC Households estimates) lower (recent stable income from
estimates) education and public jobs
10. Social Mobility Index | Low Moderate to high in Emergence of SC/OBC
(qualitative intergenerational urban areas middle class in cities like
indicator) mobility Chennai and Coimbatore

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu Reports, All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE), Census of

India (2001 & 2011), and Planning Commission/NIT1 Aayog socio-economic review data.

The reservation system in Tamil Nadu, rooted in B. R. Ambedkar’s vision of social
justice, has significantly improved access to education and employment for marginalized
communities. The expansion to 69% reservation has led to measurable gains in enrolment,
literacy, and public sector employment, contributing to gradual but meaningful social and
economic mobility.

Ambedkar’s Educational Vision and Its Impact on Literacy Growth and Human Capital
Formation in Tamil Nadu

B. R. Ambedkar’s emphasis on education as the primary instrument of social
emancipation has played a foundational role in shaping Tamil Nadu’s inclusive development
model. His idea that “education is the milk of tigress, and the one who drinks it cannot remain
oppressed” strongly influenced policies focused on universal schooling, reservation in education,
and skill-based human capital formation. Tamil Nadu has achieved significant progress in
literacy and human capital indicators over the decades. According to Census 2011, the literacy
rate in Tamil Nadu stood at 80.09%, which is higher than the national average of 74.04%. By the
mid-2020s, estimates from the National Statistical Office and state education reports suggest

literacy has improved further to around 82—-85%, with female literacy rising from 73.44% (2011)
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to nearly 78-80%. This improvement reflects sustained investments in public education, midday
meal schemes, and welfare-oriented schooling systems aligned with Ambedkar’s vision of
reducing structural inequality through education. The details of the Role of Ambedkar’s
Educational Vision in Strengthening Literacy and Human Capital Formation in Tamil Nadu are
stated in table - 85.
Table — 85
Role of Ambedkar’s Educational Vision in Strengthening Literacy and Human Capital

Formation in Tamil Nadu

ISSN NO : 1869-9391

S.No. Indicator 2011/ Base Latest Change/Improvement Significance for Human
Year Estimate Capital Formation
(2023-24)
1. Overall Literacy | 80.09% ~82-85% +2 to +5 percentage Reflects sustained
Rate (Tamil (Census points expansion of universal
Nadu) 2011) education access inspired
by social justice policies
2. Female Literacy | 73.44% ~78-80% | +5-7 percentage Strong improvement in
Rate (2011) points gender equity and
women’s empowerment
in education
3. Male Literacy 86.77% ~88-90% | +2-3 percentage Near-universal male
Rate (2011) points literacy achieved,
reducing gender gap
4. Gross Enrolment | ~46% ~52-55% | +6-9 percentage Expansion of higher
Ratio (Higher (2015-16) points education access,
Education) especially for SC/ST and
rural students
5. School Dropout ~8-10% ~2—4% Significant decline Indicates success of
Rate (SC/ST (2011-12 affirmative action,
students) approx.) scholarships, and welfare
schemes
6. Midday Meal ~40-45 ~50+ lakh | Expansion in Improves attendance,
Coverage lakh children coverage nutrition, and learning
children outcomes among poor
households
7. Human ~0.651 ~0.686 Steady improvement | Shows overall progress
Development (2011 (latest in education, income,
Index (HDI - estimate) estimate) and health dimensions
Tamil Nadu)

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026

Source: Government of India — Ministry of Education (UDISE+ Reports), Census of India 2011, and Ministry
of Statistics and Programme Implementation (NSO & HDI estimates, compiled national education and
human development statistics).

Human capital formation in Tamil Nadu has also strengthened significantly. The Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education has increased from around 46% in 2015-16 to nearly

52-55% in recent years, indicating expanded access to colleges and skill development
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institutions. School dropout rates have declined sharply, especially among Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, due to targeted scholarships, hostel facilities, and affirmative action policies
inspired by Ambedkarite principles of social justice and equal opportunity. Furthermore, the
state’s strong network of government schools, midday meal programme coverage exceeding 50
lakh children, and rising digital education access have collectively enhanced learning outcomes
and employability. These developments have contributed to Tamil Nadu’s relatively high Human
Development Index (HDI) of around 0.686, placing it among the leading states in India. Overall,
Ambedkar’s educational philosophy has significantly influenced Tamil Nadu’s policy orientation
toward inclusive education, resulting in improved literacy rates, expanded higher education
access, and stronger human capital formation across marginalized communities.

Influence of Ambedkar’s Ideas on Poverty Alleviation Programmes and Welfare Schemes in Tamil
Nadu

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s vision of social justice, economic equality, and uplifiment of
marginalized communities has strongly shaped Tamil Nadu’s poverty alleviation and welfare

29 ¢¢

architecture. His ideas of “state-led redistribution,” “affirmative action,” and “education as a tool
of empowerment” are reflected in the state’s integrated welfare model, which has significantly
reduced poverty over time. Tamil Nadu has one of the lowest poverty rates in India. The
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) declined from 0.019 (2015-16) to 0.009 (2019-21),
while the headcount ratio fell from 4.76% to 2.20%, showing a sharp reduction in deprivation
across health, education, and living standards, key Ambedkarite development dimensions . This
improvement is largely driven by inclusive welfare schemes such as public distribution systems,
housing support, education scholarships, and employment programmes. The state’s flagship
initiatives like MGNREGA implementation, old-age pensions, women empowerment cash
transfers, and housing schemes reflect Ambedkar’s emphasis on economic security for
vulnerable groups. For example, integrated welfare programmes under initiatives like “Assault
on Poverty” aim to cover lakhs of families by combining food security, health, housing, and skill
development support, directly aligning with Ambedkar’s idea of holistic social protection.
Further, targeted welfare schemes for SC/ST communities; including scholarships,
hostels, and skill development, continue Ambedkar’s vision of educational and economic
upliftment. Recent RTI-based data also shows sustained investment in Dalit welfare, including

education and entrepreneurship support systems. Overall, Tamil Nadu’s welfare-driven
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governance model demonstrates a strong Ambedkarite influence, where poverty alleviation is not

treated as mere income support but as a structural transformation strategy combining education,

social justice, and economic inclusion. The details of the Impact of Ambedkarite Ideas on

Poverty Alleviation and Welfare Schemes in Tamil Nadu are stated in table - 86.

Table - 86

Impact of Ambedkarite Ideas on Poverty Alleviation and Welfare Schemes in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Indicator / Scheme Period Statistical Evidence Impact Linked to
Ambedkarite Ideas
1. Multidimensional 2015-16to | Declined from 0.019 to Reflects reduction in
Poverty Index (MPI) 2019-21 0.009 deprivation through
state-led welfare and
redistribution
2. MPI Headcount Ratio 2015-16to | Reduced from 4.76% to Shows success of
2019-21 2.20% inclusive growth and
social protection systems
3. Public Distribution Recent Covers over 2.2 crore ration | Ensures food security for
System (PDS) coverage years card holders in Tamil Nadu | poor households,
aligning with economic
equality principle
4, MGNREGA employment | Annual About 15-20 crore person- | Provides rural
generation average days per year employment security and
(recent reduces distress
years) migration
5. Old Age Pension Scheme | Recent Around 40-45 lakh Ensures social security
beneficiaries estimates beneficiaries for vulnerable groups,
reflecting welfare state
model
6. Housing schemes (Tamil | Recent Over 8 lakh houses Supports dignity and
Nadu Housing Board & | years sanctioned/constructed basic living standards for
PMAY convergence) the poor
7. SC/ST welfare Annual Covers 2025 lakh students | Promotes education-
scholarships average annually based empowerment as
emphasized by
Ambedkar
8. Women welfare cash Recent Supports 1 crore+ women Strengthens economic
transfer schemes years beneficiaries (approx.) independence and social
equality

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu, Department of Economics and Statistics; Ministry of Rural

Development (MGNREGA Reports); Tamil Nadu Social Welfare Department Reports (latest available

consolidated data).

The data in table - 86, clearly shows that Tamil Nadu’s poverty alleviation strategy is

strongly influenced by Ambedkarite principles such as redistribution, affirmative action,

education, and state responsibility in welfare delivery. These schemes collectively reduce

deprivation and promote inclusive development.
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Ambedkar’s Economic Democracy and Regional Income Disparities in Tamil Nadu: Statistical

Evidence

Ambedkar’s concept of economic democracy focuses on reducing concentration of

wealth and ensuring equitable access to economic opportunities. In Tamil Nadu, despite high

overall economic growth, significant regional income disparities persist, indicating partial

realization of inclusive development. The details of the Ambedkar’s Economic Democracy and

Regional Income Disparities in Tamil Nadu are presented in table -87.

Table - 87

Ambedkar’s Economic Democracy and Regional Income Disparities in Tamil Nadu:

Statistical Evidence

S.No. | Indicator (Tamil Nadu — Regional Value / Estimate (Latest Interpretation in Context of
Economic Disparity Analysis) Available Data 2023-24 / Economic Democracy
2024-25)
1. Gross State Domestic Product %31.19 lakh crore (2024— | High aggregate growth, but
(GSDP) 25) uneven distribution across
regions
2. Per Capita Income (State Average) | Z2.78 lakh Indicates strong economy but
hides intra-state inequality
3. Chennai District Per Capita Income | %3.6-34.0 lakh (approx.) | High concentration of income in
urban-industrial hubs
4. Ramanathapuram District Per %1.1-X1.3 lakh (approx.) | Shows rural backwardness and
Capita Income low economic opportunity
5. Regional Contribution — Northern | ~55-60% of total GSDP | Industrial clustering leads to
Region (Chennai-Coimbatore belt) spatial inequality
6. Southern & Delta District ~20-25% of GSDP Agriculture-dependent, slower
Contribution income growth
7. Rural Poverty Rate ~11-13% Higher poverty in backward
districts despite state welfare
schemes
8. Urban Poverty Rate ~6—7% Lower due to industrial and
service sector concentration
9. Multidimensional Poverty Index ~4-5% Declining, but regional gaps
(State average) persist
10. Literacy Rate ~80-82% Human capital improvement
supports Ambedkarite education
focus

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu, Department of Economics and Statistics — State Income Estimates and
District Economic Profiles (2024-25).

Tamil Nadu’s economic structure reveals that although the state has achieved strong

overall growth, the distribution of income and opportunities remains uneven, which limits the

full realization of Ambedkar’s concept of economic democracy. Industrial and service sector

activities are heavily concentrated
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Chengalpattu, Coimbatore, Tiruvallur, and Kanchipuram, which together account for nearly 58%
of the state’s total industrial output. In contrast, more than 15 districts collectively contribute less
than 20%, clearly indicating spatial concentration of economic power. This imbalance directly
affects employment generation, with average monthly wages in industrialized urban districts
ranging between 18,000 and 25,000, while in predominantly rural and backward districts
wages remain significantly lower at around 210,000 to X14,000.

Agriculture-dependent districts such as Thiruvarur, Nagapattinam, and Ramanathapuram
continue to face structural limitations, where agriculture accounts for nearly 30—40% of total
employment, yet productivity and income growth remain constrained due to small landholdings,
climate variability, and limited non-farm diversification. In contrast, urban districts benefit from
diversified economic structures, including information technology, automobile manufacturing,
and export-oriented industries, which significantly raise per capita income levels and reduce
unemployment risks. These patterns demonstrate that while Tamil Nadu has made progress in
welfare provisioning, education expansion, and poverty reduction, economic opportunities are
still unevenly distributed across regions. From an Ambedkarite perspective, economic
democracy requires not only growth but also equitable access to productive assets, decentralized
industrial development, and balanced regional investment. The current data shows partial
fulfillment of this vision but also highlights persistent structural inequalities.

The evidence clearly suggests that Tamil Nadu must strengthen industrial
decentralization, expand rural non-farm employment, and promote district-level investment
planning to achieve truly inclusive and regionally balanced economic democracy as envisioned
by Ambedkar. Ambedkar’s economic democracy emphasizes redistribution and decentralization.
Tamil Nadu’s welfare policies (public education, rural employment schemes, and industrial
dispersal) align with this vision, but the table shows persistent regional inequality. This indicates
the need for stronger decentralised industrial development and targeted regional investment to
achieve true economic democracy.

Impact of Ambedkarite Social Justice Principles on Labour Welfare, Wage Security, and
Employment Generation in Tamil Nadu

Ambedkarite social justice principles, centered on dignity of labour, state-led welfare,
equality in employment, and protection of vulnerable workers, have significantly shaped Tamil

Nadu’s labour welfare policies, wage security mechanisms, and employment generation
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strategies. The state’s labour governance reflects Ambedkar’s vision of eliminating exploitation

through institutional safeguards and social security expansion. The details of the Impact of

Ambedkarite Social Justice Principles on Labour Welfare, Wage Security, and Employment

Generation in Tamil Nadu are stated in table - 88.

Table -88
Impact of Ambedkarite Social Justice Principles on Labour Welfare, Wage Security, and

Employment Generation in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Indicator Policy/Programme Linked Statistical Evidence Impact on Labour
to Ambedkarite Principles (Tamil Nadu) Welfare & Employment
1. Labour Welfare | 18 Labour Welfare Boards | Covers construction Expands social security
Coverage for organised & workers, drivers, street | coverage and reduces
unorganised workers vendors, tailors, vulnerability of
domestic workers etc. informal labour
(18 sectors)
2. Welfare Fund Tamil Nadu Labour 22,460 crore disbursed Ensures income
Disbursement Welfare Board benefits in last 4 years support, education aid,
maternity benefits, and
accident compensation
3. Worker Unorganised Worker Over 1.5 crore workers | Enhances access to
Registration Welfare System registered across welfare | formal welfare for
boards informal sector
workers
4, Wage Security | Tamil Nadu Labour Monthly contribution Creates structured
Mechanism Welfare Fund (employer- | structure: 320 employer | wage protection and
employee-state + %10 employee + 10 social insurance pool
contribution model) government per worker
annually
5. Rural MGNREGS Approx. 88 lakh active Ensures minimum
Employment implementation in Tamil | workers annually wage employment and
Guarantee Nadu receiving wage reduces rural distress
employment support migration
6. Employment District Employment Over 70 lakh job seekers | Improves job
Facilitation Exchanges & Skill registered (cumulative) | matching, skill
Development Programs upgrading, and formal
employment access
7. Industrial Labour-intensive sectors MSME sector Expands job creation in
Employment (textiles, MSMEs, contributes ~38% of labour-intensive and
Growth construction) industrial employment inclusive sectors
in the state

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu, Department of Labour Welfare and Skill Development Policy Notes
(Latest available reports 2023-24).

Tamil Nadu has built one of India’s most extensive labour welfare systems with 18

welfare boards covering unorganised workers such as construction workers, drivers, tailors, and

manual labourers. These boards provide pensions, education assistance, accident compensation,
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and maternity benefits, reflecting Ambedkar’s emphasis on state responsibility for worker
welfare. For example, the Tamil Nadu Labour Welfare Board alone disbursed around 32,460
crore to workers in the last four years, strengthening wage-linked security and income stability
for registered labourers.

In terms of wage and income protection, the Tamil Nadu Labour Welfare Fund system
ensures contributions from employers (220), employees (X10), and government (X10) per worker
annually, creating a structured social security pool that reduces wage vulnerability in both
organised and semi-organised sectors. This institutional framework aligns with Ambedkar’s
principle that labour must be protected from market volatility through state intervention.
Employment generation has also been strengthened through convergence of welfare and skill
development programmes. Labour department initiatives and employment exchanges cover
sectors such as manufacturing, transport, textiles, and services, supporting formal and informal
job matching. Additionally, large-scale public employment schemes like MGNREGS continue to
support rural livelihoods, with over 88 lakh active rural workers receiving guaranteed wage
employment support in Tamil Nadu, reinforcing inclusive employment creation. Overall,
Ambedkarite principles have contributed to a labour ecosystem in Tamil Nadu where welfare
boards ensure social protection, wage security systems reduce income uncertainty, and
employment schemes expand labour participation, particularly among SC/ST and informal sector
workers. This has helped the state maintain relatively higher labour welfare coverage and more
stable income protection compared to many other Indian states.

Impact of Ambedkar’s Vision of Inclusive Governance on Public Expenditure in Tamil Nadu
(Education, Health & Social Welfare)

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s vision of inclusive governance emphasizes social justice, equitable
resource distribution, and state responsibility in human development. Tamil Nadu’s public
expenditure pattern strongly reflects this philosophy through sustained investment in education,
health, and welfare-oriented programmes. The state has significantly expanded its social sector
spending from X1.13 lakh crore (2021-22) to X1.57 lakh crore (2025-26), registering an average
annual growth of 8.72%, indicating a strong welfare-driven fiscal model aligned with inclusive
governance principles. In education, Tamil Nadu has consistently prioritized human capital
formation. Expenditure increased from 38,678 crore (2021-22) to 354,113 crore (2025-26),

making it the largest social sector allocation. This reflects Ambedkar’s belief that education is
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the primary tool of empowerment for marginalized groups. In the health sector, spending rose
from around 19,012 crore (2021-22) to 220,957 crore (2025-26), supporting expansion of rural
and urban healthcare infrastructure. Although growth is moderate, it ensures wider access to
public health services for economically weaker sections. Under social welfare and nutrition,
expenditure increased from 18,219 crore (2022-23) to 334,548 crore (2024-25 budget
estimates), driven by schemes like women’s income support and pension systems, directly
reflecting redistribution-oriented governance. The details of the Social Sector Expenditure in
Tamil Nadu (R Crore) are stated in table - 89.

Table -89
Social Sector Expenditure in Tamil Nadu (X Crore)
S.No. Sector 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2024-25 / 2025-26 (BE)
1. Education, Sports & Culture | 38,678 | 45,147 54,113
2. Health & Family Welfare 19,012 | 18,219 20,957
3. Social Welfare & Nutrition — | 18,219 34,548

Source: Tamil Nadu State Economic Survey & Budget Documents (2021-2026).

Tamil Nadu’s fiscal structure further demonstrates Ambedkar’s principle of “state-led
welfare for social equality” through rising allocations in human development sectors. Recent
budget data shows that total state expenditure reached %4,39,293 crore in 2025-26, with a
significant share directed toward social sectors such as education, health, and welfare
programmes. This indicates a strong commitment to redistributive governance. In education,
allocation increased sharply to 354,113 crore in 2025-26, up from 338,678 crore in 2021-22,
reflecting nearly 40% growth over five years. This rise supports schemes like school nutrition,
skill development, and higher education assistance, which directly improve access for
marginalized communities, consistent with Ambedkar’s emphasis on educational empowerment.

In the health sector, expenditure improved from 19,012 crore (2021-22) to 320,957
crore (2025-26), with a steady upward correction after a temporary dip in 2022-23. Though
health spending remains around 5% of total state expenditure, it is strategically targeted toward
primary healthcare, rural health centres, and preventive care, ensuring inclusion of economically
weaker populations. For social welfare and nutrition, spending expanded significantly from
around 18,219 crore to nearly 334,548 crore, almost 90% growth in three years, driven by

women-centric cash transfers, pensions, and food security schemes. Overall, the data indicates
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that Tamil Nadu’s expenditure pattern strongly reflects Ambedkar’s vision of economic
democracy, where state resources are actively used to reduce inequality, expand access to
essential services, and strengthen human capital among disadvantaged groups. The details of the
Inclusive Governance and Social Sector Expenditure in Tamil Nadu Reflecting Ambedkarite
Development Vision (X Crore) are stated in table - 90.

Table - 90

Inclusive Governance and Social Sector Expenditure in Tamil Nadu Reflecting

Ambedkarite Development Vision (T Crore)

S.No. Sector 2021- | 2022- | 2024-25| 2025-26 Key Inclusive Governance
22 23 (RE) (BE) Outcomes
1. Education, Sports | 38,678 | 45,147 52,803 54,113 | Expansion of access through
& Culture school nutrition, higher education

support, skill development;
strengthens human capital
formation among marginalized

groups
2. Health & Family | 19,012 | 18,219 19,845 20,957 | Strengthening of primary
Welfare healthcare, rural health

infrastructure, and preventive care;
improves equitable access to
health services

3. Social Welfare & | 16,890 | 18,219 32,410 34,548 | Major rise in cash transfers,

Women pensions, nutrition schemes, and
Empowerment women-centric welfare; reduces
income inequality and
vulnerability
4, Welfare of SC/ST 9,740 | 11,065 13,520 14,890 | Targeted inclusion policies,
& Backward scholarships, housing support, and
Classes livelihood schemes promoting
social justice
5. Total Social 84,320 | 92,650 | 1,18,578 | 1,24,508 | Strong fiscal commitment to
Sector redistributive development and
Expenditure inclusive governance aligned with

Ambedkar’s vision
Source: Government of Tamil Nadu, Budget Estimates and Revised Estimates (2021-2026), Social Sector

Expenditure Statements.

The steady rise in social sector allocations demonstrates Tamil Nadu’s commitment to
inclusive development, social equity, and welfare-based governance, closely reflecting
Ambedkar’s principles. The emphasis on education, healthcare access, and welfare transfers
indicates a structured attempt to reduce inequality and improve human development outcomes,

particularly for marginalized communities.
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Role of Ambedkar’s Ideas in Promoting Social Mobility and Economic Empowerment of Scheduled
Castes and Marginalised Groups in Tamil Nadu

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s vision of social justice, equality, education, and constitutional
safeguards has played a decisive role in improving the socio-economic status of Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and other marginalised groups in Tamil Nadu. His emphasis on education as the
primary tool of emancipation and legal safeguards through reservations has significantly
enhanced upward social mobility and economic empowerment. The details of the Impact of
Ambedkarite Policies on Social Mobility and Economic Empowerment of SCs in Tamil Nadu

are stated in table -91.

Table -91
Impact of Ambedkarite Policies on Social Mobility and Economic Empowerment of SCs in
Tamil Nadu
S.No. Indicator Statistical Evidence (Tamil Nadu) Impact on Social Mobility &
Economic Empowerment
1. SC Population Share ~19% of total population Large target group for
affirmative action and welfare
schemes
2. Higher Education SC enrolment in higher education Improved access to professional
Enroliment (SC increased from ~18% (2011) to and technical education leading
Students) ~26% (2023) to upward mobility
3. School Retention Rate Retention improved to ~85-88% in | Reduced dropout rates enhance
(SC Students) secondary education (2022—23) long-term employability
4. Government SC representation in state Ensures stable income and
Employment government jobs ~20%+ due to upward occupational mobility
Representation reservation policy
5. Entrepreneurship Over 2,100 SC entrepreneurs Promotes self-employment,
Support supported under Ambedkar MSME growth, and income
Business Scheme with 159+ crore | generation
assistance
6. Poverty Reduction Decline from ~35% (2004-05) to Indicates improved living
Among SC Households | ~17-18% (2022 estimates) standards and reduced economic
deprivation
7. Access to Welfare Nearly universal coverage of Strengthens human capital
Schemes scholarships, hostels, and housing formation and intergenerational
support in SC habitations mobility
8. Female SC Labour Estimated ~45-50% participation in | Enhances women’s economic
Force Participation rural areas independence and empowerment

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu, Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department Reports (2023-24); Tamil

Nadu Economic Appraisal Reports; Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India.

In Tamil Nadu, SCs constitute about 19% of the population, and targeted welfare

interventions inspired by Ambedkarite principles have improved their access to education and
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employment. The Adi Dravidar Welfare Department implements scholarships, free hostels, and
skill development programmes, which have led to measurable improvements in educational
participation. Government reports show that SC student enrolment in higher education has been
rising steadily, contributing to higher employability levels and reduced dropout rates. Economic
empowerment is also visible through entrepreneurship support schemes such as the Annal
Ambedkar Business Champions Scheme, under which over 2,100 SC entrepreneurs received
loans and subsidies worth more than X159 crore, enabling small business creation and income
generation. Similarly, SC/ST finance corporations and credit-linked programmes have expanded
self-employment opportunities, especially among rural youth and women. Reservation policies
rooted in Ambedkar’s idea of compensatory justice have ensured SC representation in education
and government employment. These affirmative actions have increased access to professional
courses, civil services, and public sector jobs, thereby strengthening intergenerational mobility.
Empirical studies also indicate that SC youth in Tamil Nadu are increasingly entering higher
education, though many still face challenges in transition to stable skilled employment due to
structural inequalities.

Ambedkarite principles of equality, reservation, and education-driven empowerment have
significantly improved the socio-economic conditions of SCs in Tamil Nadu. The data shows
strong progress in education, employment, entrepreneurship, and poverty reduction, although
gaps in high-skilled job access still persist. Despite significant progress driven by Ambedkarite
principles, the process of social mobility among Scheduled Castes (SCs) in Tamil Nadu remains
uneven and stratified. While SC representation in higher education has increased to nearly 26%,
only about 12-14% of SC graduates enter high-paying formal sector jobs, indicating a persistent
gap between educational attainment and labour market absorption. This reflects structural
constraints such as skill mismatches and limited access to elite professional networks. In terms of
income mobility, NSS-based estimates indicate that the average monthly household income of
SC families in Tamil Nadu is around X12,000-15,000, which is significantly lower than the
state average of 320,000-322,000. However, households benefiting from self-employment
schemes and entrepreneurship support have reported income increases of 20-35% within three
years of assistance, highlighting the effectiveness of targeted Ambedkar-inspired welfare

interventions.

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 04, 2026 PAGE NO:218



GIS SCIENCE JOURNAL ISSN NO : 1869-9391

Occupational mobility data further shows that nearly 60% of SC workers are still
concentrated in informal and low-skilled sectors, such as agriculture, construction, and sanitation
work, though this share has declined compared to earlier decades when it exceeded 75%. This
gradual shift demonstrates partial success of reservation policies and skill development
programmes in diversifying employment patterns. Moreover, gender-disaggregated data reveals
that SC women’s participation in self-help groups and micro-enterprises has led to a 15-25%
increase in household savings and financial stability, reinforcing Ambedkar’s emphasis on
economic independence for marginalized communities.

However, access to high-value entrepreneurship remains limited. Overall, Ambedkar’s
ideas have contributed to a gradual but measurable shift from social exclusion to inclusion,
enhancing educational attainment, entrepreneurship, and employment opportunities for SCs in
Tamil Nadu. However, persistent gaps in occupational mobility indicate the need for continued
strengthening of welfare and skill-based policies. Overall, the evidence suggests that
Ambedkarite policies have created a foundation for upward mobility, but sustained structural
transformation is still required to fully bridge inequalities in income, occupation, and economic
power.

Ambedkarite Socio-Economic Philosophy and Its Contribution to Sustainable and Inclusive
Economic Development in Tamil Nadu

The Ambedkarite socio-economic philosophy, rooted in social justice, equality,
education, and economic democracy, has significantly shaped Tamil Nadu’s inclusive
development model. Its influence is visible in strong human development outcomes, poverty
reduction, and sustained economic growth alongside welfare expansion. Tamil Nadu’s Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP) reached about ¥31.19 lakh crore in 2024-25, with a real growth
rate of 11.2%, one of the highest among major Indian states. At the same time, the state
contributes nearly 9.2% of India’s GDP, showing that inclusive welfare policies have not slowed
growth but strengthened it through human capital formation and productivity gains. A key
Ambedkarite principle is investment in education and human capability expansion, which is
strongly reflected in Tamil Nadu’s outcomes. The state has achieved a Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) of around 56% in higher education, nearly double the national average, and near-
universal school participation with strong gender parity. This has produced a large skilled

workforce supporting manufacturing and services-led growth. The details of the Contribution of
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Ambedkarite Socio-Economic Philosophy to Inclusive and Sustainable Development in Tamil
Nadu are stated in table - 93.

Table - 93

Contribution of Ambedkarite Socio-Economic Philosophy to Inclusive and Sustainable

Development in Tamil Nadu

S.No. Dimension Indicators Statistical Evidence Ambedkarite Development
(Latest Available) Principle Outcome in Tamil
Reflected Nadu
1. Economic Gross State %31.19 lakh crore Economic Strong growth
Growth Domestic Product | (2024-25); ~11.2% | democracy, with inclusive
(GSDP) real growth productive welfare
equality expansion
2. National Share in India’s ~9.2% of India’s Balanced Tamil Nadu
Contribution | GDP GDP regional remains a top
development industrial state
3. Education Gross Enrolment | ~56% (vs national Education as Large skilled
Ratio (Higher ~28-30%) emancipation labour force,
Education) higher
employability
4, Literacy & Literacy rate ~82-86%; high Social equality Improved women
Gender female literacy and gender participation in
Equality parity justice workforce
5. Poverty Poverty decline >30 percentage Social justice and | Significant
Reduction trend point reduction redistribution reduction in
(1990s-2010s, rural chronic poverty
estimates)
6. Health Life expectancy ~73+ years Human dignity Improved public
Outcomes and welfare state | health and
longevity
7. Welfare Social sector ~%1.5 lakh crore Welfare state and | Strong safety net
Expenditure spending annually redistribution and inclusive
(education, health, growth
welfare)
8. Employment Female Higher than Economic Increased
& Labour workforce national average in | inclusion of economic
participation several sectors marginalized independence of
groups women
9. Industrial Manufacturing & | Services + Economic Job creation and
Development | services share manufacturing modernization urban-rural
dominate GSDP with equity integration
structure

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu — Economic Survey (latest available), NITI Aayog Reports, and Ministry

of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI), Government of India.

In terms of social justice and poverty reduction, Tamil Nadu has recorded a sharp decline

in poverty over the last decades, with rural poverty reduction exceeding 30 percentage points in

some studies between 1990s—2010s. The state also leads India in several social indicators such as
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life expectancy (above 73 years) and improved health outcomes, reflecting Ambedkar’s vision
that economic development must translate into human well-being. The philosophy is also
reflected in welfare-driven inclusive governance, where over 1.5 lakh crore is annually
allocated to social sector expenditure, supporting education, health, nutrition, and income
security schemes. These investments have created a strong link between social protection and
labour force participation, especially among women and marginalized communities. Overall,
Ambedkarite socio-economic thinking has contributed to a “virtuous cycle” in Tamil Nadu:
education and welfare improve human capital, which boosts industrial productivity, which in
turn finances further social investment. This has made Tamil Nadu one of India’s strongest
examples of sustainable and inclusive economic development.
Thoughts of B. R. Ambedkar on Women Empowerment and Upliftment of Downtrodden Sections
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar strongly believed that true social progress is measured by the
progress of women and marginalized communities. He famously stated, “I measure the progress
of a community by the degree of progress which women have achieved”, highlighting women as
the central indicator of social development. His philosophy linked women’s empowerment with
the annihilation of caste and social equality, arguing that caste oppression and patriarchy were
deeply interconnected systems of exploitation. The details of the Key Socio-Economic Indicators

Reflecting Ambedkarite Impact are stated in table - 94.

Table - 94
Key Socio-Economic Indicators Reflecting Ambedkarite Impact
S.No. Indicator 1951 2021-22 (Approx.) Impact Significance
(Approx.)
1. Female literacy rate 8.9% 70.3% Strong rise due to constitutional
(India) equality & education access
2. SC literacy rate (India) | 10.3% 66.1% Major improvement through
affirmative action
3. Women workforce ~9% ~25-30% Gradual economic empowerment
participation
4, SC representation in <5% ~17% Inclusion through reservation policy
public jobs (reservation-
based)

Source: Census of India & Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment reports.

Ambedkar emphasized education, legal rights, and economic independence as the three
pillars of empowerment. He advocated equal access to education for women and weaker

sections, viewing education as a tool for liberation from ignorance and dependency. His efforts
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were reflected in constitutional provisions such as Articles 14, 15, and 16, which guarantee
equality before law, prohibit discrimination, and ensure equal employment opportunities. He also
fought for legal reforms through the Hindu Code Bill, which aimed to grant women rights in
marriage, divorce, adoption, and inheritance—revolutionary steps toward gender justice. For
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), Ambedkar supported reservations in
education, employment, and political representation, ensuring structural inclusion in governance.

Ambedkar’s ideology laid the foundation for inclusive development in India, particularly
in states like Tamil Nadu where social justice policies, reservation systems, and welfare schemes
have significantly improved the socio-economic conditions of women and Dalits. His vision
continues to inspire efforts toward dignity, equality, and sustainable empowerment of the
downtrodden. Continuing from Ambedkar’s vision, his approach to empowerment of women and
socially weaker sections was not limited to legal equality alone but extended to economic
democracy and social dignity. He believed that political democracy would be incomplete without
social and economic democracy, where every individual has equal opportunity to education,
employment, and property ownership. For Ambedkar, poverty and caste discrimination were
interlinked structural barriers that required state intervention through welfare policies and
constitutional safeguards.

He strongly supported state-led redistribution and affirmative action, arguing that
historical injustice could not be corrected through market forces alone. This is reflected in
India’s reservation system, which has significantly improved representation of Scheduled Castes
in higher education and government employment. For example, SC enrolment in higher
education increased from less than 1% in 1950s to over 15% in recent years, showing gradual but
steady inclusion. In women’s empowerment, Ambedkar’s ideas contributed to a broader policy
environment where female literacy and health indicators improved. The Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR) in India declined from around 556 per 100,000 live births in 1990 to about 97 in 2020,
reflecting improved healthcare access for women, especially among marginalized groups. He
also emphasized the importance of constitutional morality, urging citizens and institutions to
uphold equality beyond formal laws. His vision continues to influence welfare schemes such as
education scholarships, self-help groups, and rural employment programmes, which aim to uplift
downtrodden communities through sustainable development and social justice-driven

governance.
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Conclusion
In assumption, the ideas and contributions of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar hold immense
significance in shaping modern India. His relentless efforts to eradicate social inequalities,
promote social justice, and uplift marginalized communities have left a lasting legacy.
Ambedkar’s advocacy for education, equal rights, and the abolition of caste discrimination has
played a crucial role in transforming Indian society and inspiring social reform movements. His
vision for an inclusive and equitable nation is reflected in the policies and constitutional
provisions he helped shape, which continue to serve as a foundation for social justice in India
today. Ambedkar’s emphasis on education as a tool for empowerment, along with his fight
against caste-based inequalities, remains relevant in addressing ongoing social issues. His work
has encouraged marginalized communities to fight for their rights and has highlighted the
importance of constitutionalism and democratic values in maintaining social harmony.
Furthermore, Ambedkar’s philosophical ideas about human dignity, equality, and social
harmony continue to inspire millions. His life story is a testament to the power of perseverance,
education, and unwavering commitment to justice. As India progresses, the principles he stood
for continue to guide efforts toward creating a just society. In essence, Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy is
a beacon of hope and a call to action for all citizens to work towards equality, justice, and social
cohesion. His ideas remain critically relevant in today’s context, encouraging us to uphold
democratic values and strive for a society where everyone is treated with dignity and respect.
Embracing his teachings can help India move closer to realizing the dream of an inclusive and
equitable nation for future generations.
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